SEPTEMBER 4, 2025 God's Work, Our Hands Sunday

GOD CALLS US, GOD TRANSFORMS US, GOD SENDS US

BETHEL NOTES

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 9:30 AM IN PERSON OR ONLINE AT BETHELMT.ORG
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Prayers of healing for Brian Boucher
recovering from a broken wrist, and
may have to have surgery.

Prayers of healing for Rebecca Boucher
managing a painful skin condition
Prayers of healing for Ashley, friend of
Ali Morris, as she begins treatment for
breast cancer.

Prayers of strength and support for
Marjorie VanderAarde, her family and
those assisting her with memory and
dementia.

Prayers of healing for Jerry, Jeanne
Rankin’s brother’s father-in-law, who is
under Hospice Care.

Prayers of healing for Clarice Skogley,
Jeff Skogley’s mother, recovering after
a recent hospitalization in rehab.
Prayers of healing for Terry Snodgrass
as she recovers from knee surgery.
Prayers of healing for Margery
Johnsten, mother of Jenny Woods, has
had cancer return and will start
chemo/radiation treatments.

Prayers of healing for Carol Ann,
Marilyn Carlson’s sister, as she has
receives treatment for lung cancer.
Prayers of healing for Dennis McCarty
recovering at home.

Prayers of healing for Rev. Dawn Busch
for persistant low back pain.

Prayers of healing for Debbie, Jeanne
Rankin’s cousin, diagnoised with ALS

e Prayers of comfort for Dawn
Krueger, Greg Grosenick’s aunt,
under hospice care at home.

e Prayers of celebration with Cindy
Considine on her son’s marriage!

e Prayers of healing for Jasper,
family friend of Sara Graft, as he
receives treatment for aggressive
cancer.

e Prayers of healing for Bob
Underhill, Sue Hesse’s bother in
law, diagnosed with brain lesions
and determining treatment.

e Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic
as he continues to manage his
health.

e Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz
as he continues cancer treatment.

In moments of stillness.
we embrace the transition
that autumn brings and find

peace and clarity.

Cear Lord.
as the leaves transition and
the air turns crisp. we thank
You for the beauty of fall.
May this season remind us of
Your steadfast love and grace.
, Amen.
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God’s work. Our hands.

Sl ==

September 7, 2025

This year for God’s Work Our Hands
Sunday, we will be serving Habitat for
Humanity.

We will meet for breakfast Sunday
morning in the Fellowship Hall at
Bethel at 9:00 am, then have a
shortened worship service at 9:30 am,
with communion.

We will then head over to the ReStore
(401 3™ Ave South). Once everyone is
there, we will have prayer, and go
through assignments. Danny will take
6 to 8 individuals for job site work, and
the rest will be with Jolene at the
ReStore assisting with sorting,
organizing, displaying, and pricing. We
will be serving from 11:00 am to 1:00
pm.

DON’T FORGET TO YEAR YELLOW!

Habitat for Humanity will provide
snacks, water, and coffee.

All are welcome to breakfast and
worship!

2025 ;-
ANNUAL
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EMPTY
B&WLS

Mark your calendars for YWCA Great Falls'
Annual Empty Bowls Event on October
25th from 11 AM - 2 PM!

This heartwarming fundraiser brings
together community members to support
those in need while enjoying a simple meal

of soup and bread, symbolizing the fight
against hunger and food insecurity.
Attendees will choose a handcrafted bowl,
made by local artisans, to take home as a
reminder of the empty bowls in our
community. Cost is $35.00 per person.

Addtional donations are needed to help
YWCA Great Falls purchase flowers and
supplies to create beautiful centerpieces for
this Empty Bowls fundraiser. Your generosity
will help us set the table with warmth and
hope, reflecting the healing your support
makes possible.

Donations can be made through Bethel by
noting “YWCA”" in the memo line of your
check or online through “Other Giving”.

For additional information, email Stephanie
Cummings at sac_59829@yahoo.com

eliminating racism
empnwermg wumen

Great Falls

Save the Date!
Bishop Laurie's Thank You Service and Reception

It will take place on September 26th at 6pm in Ulm, Montana. More information to

come!
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Great Falls Area WELCA
MONTENA/NORTEERN WYOMING FALL SALAD
SINODICHL WOMEN'S 2025 GATHERING LUNCHEON

Keynote Speaker: Pastor Christine Holler-Dinsmore

beginning September 15" and 18"

-€ombined in person and Zoom

Jeremiah is a prophetic book that reports the ministry of the prophet Jeremiah to the
people of Israel both before (primarily) and after the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians in
587 BCE. Jeremiah speaks sharp words of judgment to people he accuses of idolatry and
various other sins. Initially, Jeremiah speaks in the hope that they will turn from their wicked
ways, but due to lack of repentance Jeremiah warns of inevitable judgment. Jeremiah
doesn't leave you there! The book also speaks words of hope, and recognizes that such a
hopeful future will be realized only on the far side of the fall of Jerusalem. For Jeremiah,
God’s faithfulness toward Israel is made known both in God’s words of warning and in God’s
commitments to restore people who have experienced destruction.

Readers from every generation are to understand Jeremiah’s life and words not so much as
past events, but as a present word of God to them. Remember that this literature centers on
God’s indictment of people’s lives, the announcement of judgment, and, on the far side of
disaster, words of promise.

-revised from https://enterthebible.org/courses/jeremiah/lessons/summary-of-jeremiah

| hope that this study is available to you if you have never encountered Bible study before,
AND | hope that this study allows you to dig deeper if you have already studied this book
before. Each Monday evening at 6:30pm will be repeated each Thursday morning at 10am,
and both sessions will begin by offering a zoom option. All ages are welcome!

Hope to see you there!

Pastor Dawn + W*'“ %’@'*.‘
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St. John's Lutheran Church
1000 Helena Ave. Helena, MT
Sept. 20, 2025 9:00am-3:30pm

Ladies, join us for a Potluck on
Saturday Sept 13th at Noon

Qur Savior’s Lutheran Church
1326 1st Ave N.

Rev. Dawn (from Bethel Lutheran)
will speak about Mary and Martha,
come enjoy Lutheran Fellowship!

WoméhELCA:Z: &
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https://enterthebible.org/courses/jeremiah/lessons/summary-of-jeremiah

1 Corinthians 4:1 Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and
stewards of God's mysteries.

Beloved of Christ,

Theologian Paul Tillich once responded to the anxiety that we
as a church often face encouraging us to share the gospel in
this way:

“We want only to communicate to you an experience we have had that here and there
in the world and now and then in ourselves is a New Creation, usually hidden, but
sometimes manifest, and certainly manifest in Jesus who is called the Christ.” (Tillich,
The New Being)

As we start this next chapter of the Montana Synod, | invite you to look for the mysteries
of God as they are revealed here and there, now and then, as New Creation in us and
among us. What might Christ be doing in your life? Where might the Holy Spirit be
leading your church? How can we serve this work together?

Let's be curious.
Bishop Ben Quanbeck
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Confirmation
PRI (R TP Classes
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th A ! el
,.Pr.Kthr“?,_” begins /% o _, septemb 7" and 8" Grade
' Wednesday Evenings

5:30 to 7:30

Kick Off Night
September 10" 5:30 pm
Join us for dinner and U
information about our
confirmation program. \‘
reat

1009 18" Ave SW G
406-761-1543 bethelgf.church@gmail.com
bethelmt.org

What to Expect:
@ Rec Time

@ Dinner served family style

@ Bible Study -
activity Centers

@ Closing Worship

CONTACTUS
9 206-761-1543

www.bethelmt.org n ‘@'
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THIS WREI'S GOSPRIL MESSAGIE
What Is MOST I[mpertant? )

When someone comes to be baptized, they are often joined by
family and friends who gather around the font and promise to
love and support them as they grow in the faith. In the
baptismal waters, God does something wonderful and
profound: God connects us with Christ’s saving grace. In this
moment we are made part of a new community that flows
from God’s incredible love. !

~ bt U §  J

carry the cross and follow me

LoXe

How dissonant it is to read Jesus’ words from Luke’s gospel today with this sort of an
occasion in mind. “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple” (14:26). How
can hating family be a faithful response to God’s divine grace and love? How can this be
the way to live into the baptismal promises of love and care?

We know that Jesus loves the whole world: every person, creature, and molecule
reverberates with God’s own heart. Scripture and sermons and songs of the faith proclaim
time and again: we all are recipients of God’s love! And when we are baptized, we are
unapologetically claimed as God’s beloved. Such belovedness is the very foundation of our
identity in faith.

Perhaps we can take Jesus’ words here seriously without taking them literally: Christ’s love
for us is more important than even our closest ties to friends, family, or chosen family.
Christ’s love is more important than any paycheck we receive or how much cash we keep in
our pockets. Jesus prioritizes life-changing love over all other loyalties we might have.
When we are baptized, our lives are grounded in this countercultural compassion, justice,
and care. Our relationship with God may indeed strain some of our other relationships, but
perhaps it is exactly the sort of love that renews our hearts and truly transforms our world.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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YOU

Crack the code!

Print the first letter of each picture in the blank to crack the code of this message from Deuteronomy 30.
These are ways the people of Israel followed God.

;2:;? %& &2 @ the Lord your %& {%
EHH C'? @ @f’ in God’s ways;
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! Holy Cross Day

Circle the crosses
We follow Jesus always; on good days and bad days; in the

you see in this

L.

morning and the night; on Sundays and every day. On

i picture.
September 14 we celebrate Holy Cross Day, a day to remem-

ber the cross as a symbol of Jesus’ death and new life.
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Draw a picture of yourself helping someone. That's one
way to “take up your cross and follow Jesus.”
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This Week Next Week
Sunday 9/14

Tuesday 9/9
e Electric City Bible Study, Zoom
meeting 7:00 am

e Worship in person and online 9:30 am
e World Hunger Sunday
« Men's Breakfast resume in the o Worship Planning meeting in the Fellowship

Fellowship Hall 7:00 am Hall 11:00 am

Wednesday 9/10 Mo_ntjay_Q& .
e Confirmation Kick Off Parentand ° Bible Study, Book of Jeremiah in the

Student, dinner served in the Fellowship Hall and on Zoom 6:30 pm

Fellowship Hall at 5:30 pm Tuesldav .9/16. bl q . i
« Exec Board Meeting in the . Erictrlc City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00

Fellowship Hall 4:00 pm , Kfast in th I hi 7
Friday 9/12 ¢ Men’'s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7.00

* Bethel Office closed am . .
o Council Meeting in the Fellowship Hall 6:30
pmMm
Wednesday 9/17
e LOGOs begins for Pre K throuh 8™ grades 5:30
pmMm
Thursday 9/18
‘Playing on Sunday, September 28th » Bible Study, Book of Jeremiah in the
Rehearsal will be Saturday, ; .
SEWETEd 7t from 10 Amjefoon Fellowshlp Hall and on Zoom 10:00 am
1f y8liiiotild like to play in the Bell Choir, e Electric City Chorale rehearsal 7.00 pm
email Sharon Muellerat Friday 9!12
Tuesday,semhefz:fu o Bethel Office closed
FeIIowshlp Ministries
- Electric Clty Bible Study—on'fine ';'- ""-"-"-* - ::"""‘ L Aige

What a great way to connect with Qn‘garfother' Jéhn bur blble'st,udy via Zoom uesday .,“e\ P
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m.orn|ngs at.7 00 am. Contact Laurie T‘u-r’ner at IoIHS'igﬂs@choud com for a link to join the
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- Men's Brea‘kfast Resumes September oth. i

Jm}‘&ds for a fun and engaglng convetSE{ffo_h ‘and"ﬁg&wtful dlscasﬁon of each-lweek S Iectlonary
texts as we meet inthe Fellowshlp Hafn‘tuesday mdrmngs at'’7: 00 am. Contact Dave Scholten at -
- 'dscholter’ﬂﬂg@gmall com for more |nformat?|on R .
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¢ Ty gmup meets once a month usuaU:y-‘on Tuesdﬁy or Thursd afternoons. ie s{udy a-n\d
feFIowlshlp are celebrated with this gmup of Iad|e§ E{S tact Teﬁy P%o-rpela tovba on the grwﬁ__
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406) 761-1543 ext. 202
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