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18th  Sunday after Pentecost  September 19, 2024 

    Inside this issue: 

Prayers 

Engagement          
announcement  

2 

Pastor Doug’s Bio 

Helping Hands fund-

3  

Helping Hands Info  4 

LOGOs Youth Minis-
try 

5 

Gospel Message  

Don Bisgard’s Cele-
bration of Life  

6 

Just for YOUth 7 

Calendar 

Ministries 

Preaching and Pre-
siding at Bethel  

8 

 

 

 

 

This Sunday 
Readings: 

First Reading:  

Jeremiah 11:18-20 

Psalm: 

Psalm 54 

Second Reading: 

James 3:13—4:3, 7-8z 

Gospel: 

Mark 9:30-37 

Serving  

Accompanist 

Lynn Ryan, Piano 

Lay Assistant 

Sue Hesse 

Usher 

Mary Gernaat 

Walt Nuessle 

Tech 

Gabe Smith 

Projection 

Dave Scholten 

Children’s Church 

Hailey Marr  

TBD 

Hospitality 

Sandy Pepos 

Counters 

Greg Grosenick 

Patty Braget 

Join us at 9:30 AM  in person or 
livestream at betheltmt.org 

We celebrate the 18th Sunday after Pen-
tecost. 

We welcome and thank Rev. Doug 
Scholten for leading worship. 

Adult Forum Book Study following wor-
ship in the Fellowship Hall. 
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 Prayers of comfort for the family and 
friends of  Gary Davis as they mourn 
his passing. 

 Prayers of healing for Dick Seim who 
has been admitted to the hospital.  

 Prayers of healing and support for 
Grace Clegg, granddaughter of Kathi 
Bisgard, who was diagnosed with Type 
1 Diabetes. 

 Prayers of safe travels for all the Bis-
gard family and friends as they travel 
to Great Falls to celebrate the life of 
Don Bisgard. 

 Gustavo Driau, Regional Representa-
tive of South America, who is in the 
hospital. 

 Prayers of healing and support for   
Dylan Erickson as he recovers from 
hip surgery, and prepares for surgery 
on his other hip on October 3rd. 

 Prayers of healing for Shannon 
Obrecht, family friend of Karen Lord, 
as she prepares for surgery as part of 
cancer treatment. 

 Prayers of healing for Stephanie Cum-
mings as she manages a torn menis-
cus. 

 Prayers of healing and support for  
Carrie O’Brien as she recovers from 
ankle joint replacement surgery sched-
uled. 

 Prayers of healing for Broc Cole, child 
of a friend of Ali Morris, as he battles 
lymphoma. 

 Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as 
he continues to manage his health.  

 Prayers of   healing for Ed Pottratz as 
he continues cancer treatment. 

 Prayers of strength in leadership for   
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Lau-
rie Jungling, and  Associate to the 
Bishop Rev. Brenda Frelsi. 
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Town Pump has joined with Helping Hands for a funds match fundraiser.  If Help-

ing Hands can raise $7500 by the end of November Town Pump will match dollar 

for dollar.  Donations can be made directly to Helping Hands of Great Falls or you 

may donate to Helping Hands through your Bethel Giving (please note that it is for 

Helping Hands) and we will make sure the donations get passed along to them.  

For more information see the letter on the next page. 

Our Guest Pastor  

This Sunday. 
Rev. Doug Scholten received his Master of 

Divinity degree at Western Theological Semi-

nary in Holland Michigan and was ordained 

as a Minister of Word and Sacrament in 

1982.   He served as co-pastor of Fellowship 

Church in Muskegon Michigan for 7 

years  before being called to the Christ Com-

munity Church of Buena Park CA.   He served 

there for 30 years as the Lead Pastor before 

retiring from that ministry in 2018.   Since that 

time he has done some interim pastor work 

and done guest preaching in many church-

es.   He is also a chaplain to retired ministers 

of the Reformed Church in America and the 

Clerk of the Region of the Far West, 

RCA.  The RCA and ELCA are Formula of 

Agreement churches the recognize and honor 

each others’ ordination. This Sunday’s      

Sermon is entitled, “The G.O.A.T.” 
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We are off to a great start at LOGOs this year!  We have 

49 registered youth,  with more coming (we have some 

High School kids that are busy and starting in October!)  

We also have some friends that are new to LOGOs or 

checking us out which is always exciting to meet new 

friends!   

Our confirmation class is rolling and this year we have 

three churches that are working together. Bethel, Redeemer and Faith Lutheran church-

es!  It is wonderful the bond these youth are making as they study to deepen their 

faith. 

We want to thank our adult volunteers for year’s program.  Kitchen leader Kelsey John-

son and her team, Judy Johnson and Jeanne Price.  High School Leaders Colter McCarty, 

Dan and Ali Morris, and Janet Smith.  Confirmation Teachers Jim Carlson, LMA and War-

ren Johnson.  LOGOs Teachers Sara Graft, Laura Kupfner, Taylah Jaques, Hailey Marr, 

Sandy Pepos and sub teachers Amber Pinski and Shannon Marr.  And our Table Parents 

Pastor Steve and Colleen Walker-Nelson, Tom and Jan Robitaille and sub table parents 

Bronson and Rachael Stubbs.  Rec leaders Ansley Kubas and Tyler Grosenick. A huge 

thank you to all the parents who have signed up to help this year with LOGOs!  And 

most of all thank you to Bethel Congregation for supporting our youth ministry.  We are 

one of the few churches that still offer this opportunity to youth and we are so grateful 

for your support. 



 

1009 18th Ave SW, Great Falls MT 59404          (406) 761-1543          www.bethelmt.org/bethelgf.church@gmail.com            6 

Last-place Finish 

Top-ten lists, sports rankings, grade point averages: it is 

human nature to want to measure ourselves against others. 

People love competition. At its best, it can motivate us to 

reach new heights. However, it can also bring out our worst 

instincts. 

Jesus understood this when he caught his disciples debating their own standing. By 

placing a child in their midst, he overturned their expectations. In Jesus’ time, children 

were very low in the social order. His act was meant as a shocking reminder that in 

the kingdom of God, to be the greatest means to take last place behind the forgotten, 

the outcast, and people the world rejects. 

Who are such people in our world today? How might we reach out to them and invite 

them into the center of our own circle? This can sometimes be difficult or unpleasant 

because it means putting ourselves in the background and forces us to confront diffi-

cult truths about our world and our own hearts. 

Of course, in the grand scheme of things, none of us is worthy to be in the middle of 

the circle. We are all flawed and broken. But Jesus welcomes us anyway. He takes all 

of us into his arms and declares us worthy. We do not need to measure up to receive 

God’s love. Because of this, we are set free to love and serve others, especially the 

marginalized and the vulnerable, humbly putting others first and seeking to meet their 

needs. 

Whenever we gather for worship, it is a sign that God’s love is not a competition. We 

are all bathed in the waters of baptism. We all gather in a place of honor to be fed at 

God’s table. Returning again and again to God’s promises, we find our place at the 

center, with and among all God’s beloved children. 

From sundaysandseasons.com  

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

For anyone who would like to help either 

volunteering for set up, serving or tear 

down or would like to provide a side dish 

or dessert, we will have a sign up sheet 

this Sunday or contact Patti Godtel  at 

pgodtel@hotmail.com . 
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Electric City Bible Study—online  
What a great way to connect with one another!  
Join our bible study via Zoom, Tuesday mornings 
at 7:00 am.  Contact Laurie Turner at 
lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to join the 
meeting. 
 

Men’s Breakfast  
Join us for a fun and engaging conversation, 
and insightful discussion of each week’s lec-
tionary texts as we meet in the Fellowship 
Hall Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am.  Contact 
Dave Scholten at dscholten1118@gmail.com for 
more information.        
 

Hope Circle—in person  
This group meets once a month usually on 

Tuesday or Thursday afternoons.  Bible study 

and fellowship are celebrated with this group 

of ladies.  Contact Terry Korpela to be on the 

group email for meetings and prayer 

requests terry.korpela@gmail.com.   

Next meeting in October 

Calendar of Events 
Tuesday, 9/24 

• Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am 

• Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 
7:00 am 

Wednesday, 9/25 

• LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; High 
School 6:30 pm 

Thursday, 9/26 

• Electric City Chorale rehearsal 7:00 pm 

Friday, 9/27 

• Office Closed 

Saturday, 9/28 

• Celebration of Life for Don Bisgard 11:00 
am. Reception in the Gathering Place fol-
lowing the service. 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday 9/29 

• Worship led by Rev. Steve Nelson in per-
son and live stream 9:30 am 

• Adult Forum Book Study in the Fellowship 
Hall following worship 

Tuesday, 10/1 

• Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am 

• Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 
7:00 am 

Wednesday, 10/2 

• NO LOGOs Youth Ministry  

• Rosh Hashanah begins 6:00 pm 

• Thursday, 10/3 

• Rosh Hashanah 9:00 am until 12:00 pm 

• Electric City Chorale rehearsal 7:00 pm 

Friday, 10/4 

• Office Closed 

• Aitz Chaim Friday worship 6:00 pm 

Fellowship  

Ministries 

Preaching And Presiding at Bethel  

September 22nd Rev. Doug Scholten 

September 29th  Pastor Steve Nelson 

October 6th  Pastor Jessica Crist 

October 13th Jim Carlson, LMA 

October 20th Pastor Sara MacGilvra-Branom 

October 27th Dave Scholten, LMA 

November 3rd Jim Carlson, LMA 

November 10th TBD 

November 17th TBD 

November 24th TBD 

mailto:dscholten1118@gmail.com

