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GOD CALLS US,  GOD TRANSFORMS US,  GOD SENDS US 

SEPTEMBER 18, 2025 15th Sunday after Pentecost

Serving This
Sunday

This Sunday at Bethel...

Readings:

First Reading: 

Amos 8:4-7

Psalm 113

Second Reading:  

1 Timothy 2:1-7

Gospel: 

Luke 16:1-13
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 9:30 AM IN PERSON OR ONLINE AT BETHELMT.ORG
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Acompanist     
Lynn Ryan, piano

Lay Assistant
Laura Kupfner

Ushers
Randy Gilbertson

Worship Tech
Gabe Smith
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Sangrey
TBD
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 Sandy Pepos

Altar Guild     
Marilyn Carlson
Terry Korpela

Counters
Greg Grosenick
Randy Gilbertson

We celebrate The 15th Sunday after
Pentecost.
Adult Forum The Chosen will begin
today at 11:00 am.We will rewatch the
final episode of Season 4 before we
dive into Season 5 next Sunday.

Men’s Breakfast and Hope Circle
resume this week. Men’s Breakfast
7:00 am Tuesday and Hope Circle
Thursday at 2:00 pm at Donna
Vinnedge’s home.

Celebration of Life for Shelly Murphy
next Saturday, September 27  at 1:00
pm. Sign up for potluck items is on
the table in the Narthex. Set up for the
reception in the Gathering Place will
be Saturday morning at 9:00 am.

th

The Handbell Choir will be playing
during worship next Sunday, anyone
interested in playing, please see
Sharon Mueller. Rehearsal is Saturday
at 4:00 pm.



Lord, in your mercy...
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Prayers of healing for Earl Terwilliger

having cardiac tests and hospital stay.

Prayers of support for family and

friends of Bonnie Godtel, Don’s sister,

as they mourn her passing.

Prayers for healing for Patty, friend of
Laura Kupfner, diagnosed with cancer
and is scheduled for surgery and
treatment.
Prayers of comfort for family and

friends of Don Poser, Connie Titcomb’s

brother, as they mourn his passing.

Prayers of healing for Dave Cattrell,

Sandi Cummings brother, in the ICU in

Bozeman.

Prayers of comfort for the family and

friends of Shelly Murphy as we mourn

her passing. 

Prayers of healing for Steve Schneider,

friend of Doug Sexe, as he undergoes

treatment for cancer.
Prayers of healing for Brian Boucher
recovering from a broken wrist, and
may have to have surgery.
Prayers of healing for Rebecca Boucher

managing a painful skin condition

Prayers of healing for Ashley, friend of

Ali Morris, as she begins treatment for

breast cancer.

Prayers of strength and support for

Marjorie VanderAarde, her family and

those assisting her with memory and

dementia.

Prayers of healing for Jerry,

Jeanne Rankin’s brother’s father-

in-law, who is under Hospice Care.

Prayers of healing for Clarice
Skogley, Jeff Skogley’s mother,

recovering after a recent

hospitalization in rehab.

Prayers of healing for Margery
Johnsten, mother of Jenny Woods,

has had cancer return and will start

chemo/radiation treatments.

Prayers of healing for Carol Ann,

Marilyn Carlson’s sister, as she has

receives treatment for lung cancer.

Prayers of healing for Dennis
McCarty recovering at home.

Prayers of healing for Rev. Dawn
Busch for persistant low back pain.

Prayers of healing for Debbie,

Jeanne Rankin’s cousin, diagnoised

with ALS

Prayers of healing for Jasper,

family friend of Sara Graft, as he

receives treatment for aggressive

cancer.

Prayers of healing for Bob
Underhill, Sue Hesse’s bother in

law, diagnosed with brain lesions

and determining treatment.

Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic
as he continues to manage his

health. 

Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz
as he continues cancer treatment.

...hear our prayer.
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The Bethel Council met this past week on Tuesday, September 16. All council members were present
and some highlights are included here. 

Our Council continuing education this month focused on being aware of a recent court filing which
suggests that the IRS may begin allowing for increased leniency for churches and other religious
bodies under the historical prohibitions outlined in what is known as the Johnson Amendment.
This amendment has been in place since 1954 and essentially prohibits nonprofit organizations
from engaging in campaign activity on behalf of political parties or individual candidates for public
office. Bishop Eaton from the ELCA has published a statement regarding the case and the council
encourages members to watch the short video from her here
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/g_GxjgOUpLo After Pastor shared the video and some additional
information, the Council had a productive discussion regarding our feelings about the case and the
ELCA statement. Overall, we collectively agreed that while Bethel members should continue to be
civically engaged and support platforms of justice, we want to uphold the separation of church and
state, so our congregation is a safe and inclusive space. If members are interested in more resources
regarding this topic, please contact Pastor Dawn or a member of the council.
Highlights from Pastor Dawn’s reports included summarizing summer worship, sharing plans for
the new Confirmation class and Logos youth ministry, and working on adult forums and regular
bible studies.
As shared in the last Council recap, a Finance Committee has been established to further review
banking, investments, endowments, insurance, and mortgage. The committee met for the first time
at the end of August and will meet again next week. They are gathering financial data over time to
gain a better understanding of how to responsibly plan budgets and financial priorities. Randy
Gilbertson provided another OOFF (Outlook of Future Funds) report that is our income and
expenses as-a-glance. See below for part of this month’s report. It is important to note that giving is
down about 7% from where we usually are at this time of year. However, we commonly make up
giving in the second half of the calendar year.
The Council also spent some time planning our annual review of Pastor benefits and salary. We will
be discussing and approving in October so the Finance Committee can begin preparation of the
budget in November.
The Property Committee has been very busy with several projects including the repair and update of
some flooring in the gathering space. They will also help lead a short Fall Cleanup on Saturday,
October 11 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Please plan to assist if you can.
Our ministry activities have also been busy.
Tammy Good reported on the God’s Work
Our Hands project that was very well
attended (23 people!) and very productive at
Habitat for Humanity. The Council thanks
the many members who participated that
day. The next big ministry effort is our
Ministry Fair on October 5. This is also the
first Family Worship with Logos youth so it
will be a busy and exciting Sunday.
We approved several small projects
including TLC establishing a Tiny Library
on site, the Altar Guild ordering a new
closet organization system, and
participating in the Generosity Project
training on October 18. 
Next Exec Board Meeting October 9  at 6:30 pm.  Next Council meeting October 14  6:30 pm.th th

Respectfully submitted by Shannon Marr, Council Secretary

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/g_GxjgOUpLo
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New Date‌New Date‌

Mark your calendars for YWCA Great Falls'
Annual Empty Bowls Event on October
25th, 11 AM - 2 PM! This fundraiser
supports those in need with a simple
meal of soup and bread, symbolizing the
fight against hunger. Attendees can
choose a handcrafted bowl from local
artisans for $35. Additional donations are
sought to purchase flowers and supplies
for centerpieces, enhancing the event's
warmth and hope. Donations can be
made via check with “YWCA” in the
memo or online. For more information,
contact Stephanie Cummings at
sac_59829@yahoo.com.

Many thanks and heart-felt
appreciation to all who have
sent cards, letters, and
expressions of thoughtfullness
since I came to Missoula.  I
truly appreciate all of more
thank I can say.

Blessings to all,
Kathi Bisgard
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MonTana/Northern Wyoming 
Synodical Women’s 2025

Gathering

MonTana/Northern Wyoming 
Synodical Women’s 2025

GatheringMinistry Fair At
Bethel

Sunday, October
5  after worshipth

Check out all the

different ministries that

we offer at Bethel and

get more information

about where you would

like to be involved.

NEW
PRACTICE

TIME‌

NEWPRACTICETIME‌



It seems Jesus is getting serious here about our relationships with money, riches, and power:

“You cannot serve God and wealth” (Luke 16:13). That much is clear. But perhaps Jesus is

drawing our attention to the larger implications of God’s economy and what it means to lean

on one another for the sake of justice in our world. Luke’s gospel began with Mary’s song,

after all, extolling the ways the poor will be lifted up in the kin-dom Jesus brings. In this new

reign, all resources are brought into the service of those who need them most. 

Faithful living here and now might look different from what we’re accustomed to when we

consider what God has in mind, especially when we are used to unhelpful contemporary

mantras like “Might makes right” and “Winner takes all.”

True to Mary’s song, Jesus indeed turns our world upside down, which distresses those of us

who appreciate good order. But in the end, this turning does what is needed to make the

world right. In our world today, we may struggle with the forgiveness of debts and the

redistribution of wealth, but Jesus doesn’t. God brings the true riches of justice and love for

all and will not fail to do what is needed to make sure every last beloved person on earth has

what they need to truly live.

Being stuck in unjust systems is exhausting. Perhaps they are

designed to frustrate and impede any efforts to undo their

power. The manager in Jesus’ parable does what he can to

make the most of his precarious position, but his resolution

still leaves a lot to be desired. Does the rich man remain in his

wealthy and powerful position? What about all the others who

still owe the estate? Why does the manager, and not the rich

landowner who holds all the cards, become the object lesson?

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL MESSAGE
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Tr u e  R i c h e sTr u e  R i c h e s

FALL CLEAN UP
FALL CLEAN UP
FALL CLEAN UPBethel‌

Saturday, October 11‌  ‌th‌

11:00 am to 1:00 pm‌

We have a few projects to get Bethel ready for
the winter,‌  ‌If you have some time, join us - we
will post projects in next week’s Bethel Notes.‌



JUST FOR YOUTH
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Electric City Bible Study—online 
What a great way to connect with one another! Join our bible study via Zoom, Tuesday mornings
at 7:00 am. Contact Laurie Turner at lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to join the meeting.
 

Men’s Breakfast - Resumes September 23rd
Join us for a fun and engaging conversation, and insightful discussion of each week’s lectionary
texts as we meet in the Fellowship Hall Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am. Contact Dave Scholten at
dscholten1118@gmail.com for more information. 
 

Hope Circle—Resumes September 25th
This group meets once a month usually on Tuesday or Thursday afternoons. Bible study and
fellowship are celebrated with this group of ladies. Contact Terry Korpela to be on the group email
for meetings and prayer requests terry.korpela@gmail.com. 

CONTACT PASTOR DAWN (406) 761-1543 ext. 202
bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com

CHURCH CALENDAR

Fellowship Ministries
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This Week Next Week
Monday 9/22
•  Bible Study – the Book of Jeremiah in the
Fellowship Hall 6:30 pm * - In the Gathering
Place
•  Rosh Hashanah 6:00 pm in the sanctuary
Tuesday 9/23
•  Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00
am
•  Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00
am
•  Rosh Hashanah 10:00 am to noon in the
sanctuary
•  Finance Committee meeting in the
Fellowship Hall 6:00 pm*
Wednesday 9/24
•LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm
Thursday 9/25
•  Bible Study – the Book of Jeremiah in the
Fellowship Hall 10:00 am*
•  Hope Circle meets at Donna Vinnedge’s
home 2:00 pm
•  Electric City Chorale rehearsal in the
sanctuary 7:00 pm
Friday 9/26
•  Bethel Office closed
Saturday 9/28
•  Celebration of Life for Shelly Murphy 1:00 pm
• Handbell Choir rehearsal 4:00 pm

Sunday 9/28
•  Worship in person and online 9:30 am
•  Bethel Handbell Choir
Monday 9/29
•Bible Study – the Book of Jeremiah in the
Fellowship Hall 6:30 pm *
Tuesday 9/30
•  Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting
7:00 am
•  Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00
am
Wednesday 10/1
•Yom Kippur in the sanctuary 6:00 pm
•LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm at Redeemer
Lutheran Church
Thursday 10/2
•Bible Study – the Book of Jeremiah in the
Fellowship Hall 10:00 am*
•Yom Kippur in the sanctuary 10:00 am
•Electric City Chorale rehearsal at Great Falls
High 7:00 pm
Friday 10/3
•  Bethel Office closed
•  Aitz Chaim Friday Shabbat worship 6:00
pm

*Zoom option available, please email the Bethel Office at
bethelgf.church@gmail.com to receive a link.

mailto:dscholten1118@gmail.com

