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17th Sunday after Pentecost

Serving Sunday
Thank you!

Accompanist      
Connie Titcomb, piano
Lay Assistant            
Chris Gleason
Ushers                   
Patty Braget
Tech                    
Gabe Smith
Children’s Church   
Addi Carlson, Tyler Grosenick
Hospitality
Sandy Pepos
Altar Guild
Patty Kain, Debbie McCarty
Counters                  
Patty Braget, Chris Gleason

Let’s Worship together Sunday 9:30 am
 in person at Bethel or livestream at bethelmt.org.

All are welcome!

Announcements

Readings
Jonah 3:10—4:11

Psalm 145:1-8

Philippians 1:21-30

Matthew 20:1-16

Don’t forget our 75th Anniversary Celebration
Dinner on Saturday, September 26. Doors open
at 5:30, with dinner beginning at 6:00. We hope
you’ll come celebrate 75 years of faith,
fellowship, and ministry at Bethel!

Great Falls ELCA Holden Evening Prayer service
and soup supper, Sunday evening at
Redeemer Lutheran Church 7:00 pm. All are
welcome.

Close Knit Crafters, THIS SATURDAY
(tomorrow) 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.
Bring your crafty self and join us!



WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THOSE...

To add or update a prayer request, please contact the Bethel Office by email or call 406-761-1543. To

contact the HUGS Ministry for visitation or communion click this link or call the Bethel Office. 

Names remain on the list until we are notified of a change.

NEW OR CHANGED 

PRAYERSPRAYERS We hold in prayer those in our community and beyond who are
in need of healing, strength, comfort, and peace. We trust that
God knows each story more deeply than words can express.

Recovering at home or in rehabilitation
   Dennis McCarty
   Cole Dingle, great-grandnephew of Sonja Baumgardner
   Doris Winter, Dena Wagner-Fossen’s Godmother
   Rob Kellenbeck, Dena Wagner-Fossen’s cousin

Receiving medical treatment
   Jodi, Patti Godtel’s sister
   Logan Good
   Mariah Nunnally, family friend of Terry Korpela
   Keyvin Pollington, family friend of Terry Korpela
   Jeanne Moe, Kris Voorhees’ mother
   Janel, cousin of Dan and Jenny Woods
   Kathleen Rankin, Jeanne Rankin’s sister   
   Marcia, Sara Sexe’s cousin
   Ashley, friend of Ali Morris
   Carol Ann, Marilyn Carlson’s sister

Living with ongoing health concerns
   Tyr, grandson of AnneRose Rogers 
    Donna Gilbertson, mother of Randy Gilbertson
    Stephanie Cummings
    Jane Mart 
    Jace Binder, young cousin of Kady Murphy 
    Clarice Skogley, Jeff Skogley’s mother   
    Carrie O’Brien    
    Bob Underhill, Sue Hesse’s brother-in-law
    Ed Pottratz
    Alex Bostic

Receiving Hospice or end-of-life care
    Rita Palmer, mother of Kristie Henry

Care-giving loved ones
   Tammy Good
   John and Debbie Blank
   Debbie McCarty
   Marilyn Carlson

Please keep Jim Carlson in your prayers as he prepares for Watchman surgery next week. Pray for
peace in the days ahead, wisdom and skill for his medical team, and a smooth procedure and recovery.

We continue to hold Bernice Johnson in prayer as she heals and works to manage her pain. May God
surround her with comfort, strength, patience, and renewed healing in the days ahead.

mailto:bethelgf.church@gmail.com
https://www.bethelmt.org/bethel-hugs.html


Life at BethelLife at Bethel

Since TLC has moved out of the Gathering Place, we have been working to clean, refresh, and prepare the space
for what comes next. The bathrooms and kitchen have been professionally cleaned, and we are now addressing
several small areas that need paint touch-ups.

Gathering Place Update

Thank you to each of you who participated in God's Work Our Hands at Helping Hands of Great
Falls last Sunday. Our help was appreciated as they prepare to host the Montana Synod World

Hunger Event this week.  We are one of over 8,300 congregations who participated in “God’s work.
Our hands.” on Sept. 13. Across the country, thousands of members worked to make a positive

change in our communities, build and deepen relationships and share God’s love all at the same
time. Our work doesn't stop on this day, but we celebrate together the work God continues to do in

our community and beyond. Thank you!



Deeper EngagementDeeper Engagement
Bethels 75 years in review (2012-present)



Upcoming Events & InvitationsUpcoming Events & Invitations



Scandalous Grace              Matthew 20:1-16

JOURNAL QUESTIONS:JOURNAL QUESTIONS:

Jesus loved to tell strange, unsettling stories to illustrate God’s grace. Theologians and biblical scholars have
wrestled with the parables of Jesus for centuries, trying to make them make sense. But perhaps the beauty of these
strange illustrations is that they refuse to succumb to our need for logic or neat conclusions. They are wild,
confusing, and often scandalous—much like God’s love for God’s people.

This parable is one such story that has the power to offend us with its backward-seeming logic. A landowner who
keeps inviting new laborers to join the workforce, paying them the same amount for different amounts of work?
To be sure, this is not a commentary on how to run a business or abide by fair labor practices. Instead, it is a
reminder of the outrageousness of God’s kingdom or reign and the scandal of God’s grace.

The kingdom of God functions by its own rules: It is a table where there is always room for more people, and an
endless supply of bread and wine. It is a font where all are welcome, where all are invited to splash in the waters of
baptism and be named children of God. It is a realm where our rules of space and time no longer apply, as we
enter into ancient story and liturgy alongside the saints who have come before us. It is a sanctuary where we find
the courage to confess our sins and receive God’s extravagant, scandalous forgiveness. It is a community where
love and justice supersede force and greed. It is a safe place where the most vulnerable are the most cared for, and
generosity abounds so that all have enough. And it is a kingdom where all are invited to participate. Much like how
the landowner hired new laborers until the end of the day, it’s never too late to be welcomed by God’s mercy!
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Gospel ReflectionGospel Reflection

1.When have I struggled with the idea that someone else received
something they didn’t “earn”?

2.Do I sometimes treat God’s grace as something I have to earn?
3.Where is God inviting me to make room for someone else?
4.What would change if I truly believed there is enough grace for

everyone?

Gracious God, thank you for a love that is bigger
than our ideas of fairness and deserving. Help us

receive your grace freely and extend that same grace to
others. Open our hearts, make room at our tables, and
remind us that no one arrives too late for your mercy.

Amen.

Do you like to bake?  
Cookies or Bars are needed for our 75  Anniversary Celebration dinner.th

Sign up in the Narthex, call or email Bethel Office
bethelgf.church@gmail.com    406-761-1543



Just for YOUthJust for YOUth
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