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Serving This Sunday 

Musicians: 

Lynn Ryan, piano 

Lay Assistant: 

Walt Nuessle 

Usher: 

 Patty Braget 

Tech:  

Gabe Smith 

Children’s Church: 

Addi Carlson 

Rylee Virts 

Counters: 

Patty Braget 

Kaleb Stringer 

Hospitality: 

Bethel Lutheran Church 

THIS SUNDAY  AT BETHEL... 

We celebrate the 16
th

 Sunday after Pentecost. 

Thank you to Dave Scholten, LPA who has been authorized by the Bishop of the 
Montana Synod to provide pastoral services in this congregation this Sunday.   
 
A huge thank you to all who participated and donated items for God’s Work, Our 
Hands Sunday.  We had a wonderful time and look forward to next year! 

Sunday, September 17,  2023 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we 
judge one another, since we all stand before the 
judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one an-
other, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seven-
ty-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. 
When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship 
and sign ourselves with the cross, we are re-
newed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in 
the world. 

 

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 

Psalm 103:8-13 

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12 

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 

Join us  Sunday 9:30  AM  

in person or online at 

bethelmt.org Sunday 

Mark Your Calendars for Adult Forum after worship starting October 8th!  We will be 
watching and discussing the first season of The Chosen.  More details coming in next 
week’s Bethel Notes. 

Do you have an adult forum or adult education idea that you would like to share?  
Email the Bethel Office at bethelgf.church@gmail.com or drop your idea in the Bethel 
Office on Sunday. 
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 Prayers of comfort for the family and friends 

of Clara Bangert as mourn her passing. 

 Prayers of healing for Dick Seim recovering 

at home after a recent hospitalization. 

 Prayers of healing for Tim Olson, who is re-

covering at home after surgery. 

 Prayers of support and comfort for Pastor 

Jessie and Jade as they mourn the loss of 

their precious baby boy, Kai Wilder Metzler. 

 Prayers of healing for Matt, Dena Wagner-

Fossen’s brother-in-law, as he continues to 

monitor his health. 

 Prayers of healing for Harper Spurzem, 8 

year old student at Ulm School, who has been 

diagnosed with Hodgkin's Lymphoma. 

 Prayers of healing for Kristin, Bobbie Bow-

en’s daughter, as she is manages a cancer 

diagnosis. 

 Prayers of healing for John Korpela as he 

continues with chemotherapy. 

 Prayers of support for Don and Kathi Bis-

gard as they manage medical care for Don. 

 Prayers of support for Caleb Pottratz who is 

struggling with depression. 

 Prayers of healing for Lynn Klaasen, sister of 

Jan Robitaille, receiving treatment for cancer. 

 Prayers of healing for Lindy Coon, sister of 

former Bethel member Laura (Wandke) Over-

turf, as she continues to slowly make pro-

gress as she recovers at home from a serious 

injury after a fall. 

 Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he con-

tinues to manage his health.  

 Prayers of healing for Linda O’Connor, friend 

of LaRae Veitch, as she undergoes treatment 

for breast cancer. 

 Prayers of healing for Travis Cushman as he 

continues treatment for cancer. 

 Prayers of strength in leadership for Gustavo 

Driau, Regional Representative   of South 

America. 

 Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz as he con-

tinues cancer treatment. 

 

Requesting Your Prayers 
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Dave Scholten triumphs    
over lawn debris. Warren Johnson and Mathias Pepos 

stain boards for Bethel Patio. 

John Blank and Turner Gray-
bill stock food for FISH! 

A motley crew of volunteers. 
From back left: Turner Graybill, John Blank Grant Smith, Jeanne Rankin, Patty Braget, Shannon Marr, Jessica Crist, Sara Sexe, Laurie 

Turner, Shelly Murphy, Jo Ann Dullum, Sandy Pepos, Tamy and Dave Scholten, Taylah Jaques, Hailey Marr and Ainsley Kubas. 

Sara Sexe, Jeanne Ranking and Grant Smith 
deep clean at the Women’s Shelter. 

Leonard Murphy, Mark Kohoutek, Shelly 
Murphy and Laurie Turner set up lunch 

they prepared at the Angle Room. 
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September 30 is National Day of Remembrance for Indian Boarding Schools, and Bethel will be 
including remembrance in our worship and prayers on October 1.  People are encouraged to wear 
orange, and to hang an orange banner on the Sunday nearest to September 30.  We will hang the 
banner made by Sue Hesse in 2021, when the first group of unmarked graves was found at a former 
boarding school site in Canada.  Since then the Orange t-shirt movement has taken hold of people's 
imagination.  A young girl heading to a boarding school was given a brand new orange t-shirt by her 
grandmother.  When the girl arrived at the school, the t-shirt was taken from her, as part of erasing 
her identity. As a way to remember the erasure of so many children's identity, the Orange t-shirt 
movement began.   For more information and to order a t-shirt, go to  www.elca.org/indigenous/
boardingschools. 

There are a number of opportunities to learn more about Indian Boarding Schools and other ELCA 
work with American Indian and Alaska Native people, all on Zoom.   

September 18, 6-7 pm Mountain Time  "A Conversation with Descendants of Indian Boarding 
School Survivors." 

September 21, 6-7pm  Mountain Time  "The ELCA's Truth Seeking and Truth Telling Initiative" 

September 26, 6-7 pm Mountain Time  "Introduction to the Truth and Healing Movement" 

September 28, 6-7 pm Mountain Time   "Indian 101" 

Information on joining the classes (free) is at www.elca.org/indigenous. 

Indigenous People's Day is October 9.     November is Native American Awareness Month. 

In the 1960's and 1970's the Lutheran Church was very involved in working with American Indian 
communities, seeking justice and reconciliation.  Through the National Indian Lutheran Board, the 
Lutheran Church was a partner with many tribal communities and movements.  Since 2016, the 
ELCA has re-engaged, first with the Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery in 2016, then with the 
Declaration to American Indians and Alaska Natives in 2021, and now with the Truth and Healing Ini-
tiative, coming out of the Office of the Presiding Bishop of the ELCA.  To learn more about the history 
and some of the present efforts, go to www.elca.org/indigenous. 

As part of Bethel's commemoration of the National Day of Remembrance for 
Indian Boarding Schools, we will have an adult forum after the service on       
October 1.  You are welcome to come and learn more about the Boarding 

School System in both the US and Canada.  

http://www.elca.org/indigenous/boardingschools
http://www.elca.org/indigenous/boardingschools
http://www.elca.org/indigenous
http://www.elca.org/indigenous.


 

Bethel Lutheran Church    1009 18th Ave SW   Great Falls, MT 59404     (406)761-1543     www.bethelmt.org     bethelgf.church@gmal.com                  Page 5 

September 20th 

Table Parents Needed for LOGOs 
This year we are bringing back table parents. Each Table Parent will have up to 5 children at their 

table.  Each Wednesday we will have conversation cards for the you to use based on bible study 

topic of the evening, current events, or church events.  Table parents will be eating with the kids, 

teaching manners and serving family style.  The table parents will also "assign" one of their kids a 

task each week for clean up at the end of the meal.  For example, one of the kids will be responsi-

ble for taking the beverage containers to the kitchen, or collect all the garbage, etc.  Each student 

will be responsible to put their own chair away.  We ask that Table Parents arrive by 5:55 pm and 

will be done by 6:30 pm.  If you want to get to know some fantastic kids, eat with them, and share 

with them then we WANT YOU!!!  Can’t commit to every Wednesday, but would like to help once or 

twice a month?  We can make that happen!! Contact Tami in the Bethel Office. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScliK73O-3qh4qOZw3-nPfAFaYAvWjdbIxfxRxLGAN9sz4Paw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

September 17, 2023      

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

God’s Immeasurable Mercy 

Forgive seventy-seven times? Jesus’ 
instruction seems, at best, all but impos-
sible and, at worst, dangerous. Some-
times the Bible has been used to excuse 
abuse in the name of mercy, but Jesus 
doesn’t mean to condone suffering for its 
own sake or to commit us to endlessly 
enduring hurt and harm. Instead, Jesus 
wants to orient Peter and us to the all-
encompassing nature of forgiveness. 
Seven days make the week complete 
and whole. Grace also extends to us the 
promise of wholeness, and yet for-
giveness that comes from the heart is 
immeasurable. 

Forgive seventy-seven times. The num-
ber suggests that forgiveness isn’t to be 
doled out or strictly accounted for, but 
rather is endless. Forgiveness is not a 
singular event as much as it is a pro-
cess. We are amazed and rightly in-
spired when some Christians are able to 
so quickly forgive others even the most 
horrendous crimes, like the Amish com-
munity after the West Nickel Mines 
School shooting in 2006, or some fami-
lies of the Emanuel Nine in 2015. But 
today’s gospel does not preclude the 
rest of us. Probably for most of us, for-
giveness is much more the destination 
we are journeying toward than the place 
at which we’ve already arrived. Jesus’ 
encouragement to Peter can encourage 
us as well. 

Every day God calls us back to the ever-
lasting promises made in baptism. Our 
participation in the church’s worship life 
assures us that forgiveness is not some-
thing we endeavor to do alone, but ra-
ther is a lifelong journey in which we can 
turn to one another for support. Every 
Sunday at Jesus’ table, we are freely 
given the bread of mercy and cup of for-
giveness. God’s grace sets all of us free 
to extend that same mercy to others. 
God’s forgiveness erases every debt. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

The Electric City Chorale will begin rehearsals at 

Bethel Lutheran Church on Thursday, September 21. 

The Chorale is a chamber choir specializing in per-

forming a diverse repertoire of choral music spanning 

hundreds of years in choral history and modern com-

positions as well. The choir will also perform music 

featuring SSAA and TTBB voices. Rehearsals will 

take place at Bethel Lutheran Church on Thursday 

evenings from 7:00-9:00 p.m. A detailed rehearsal 

schedule will be handed out at the first rehearsal. A 

concert will take place in between late November-

early December and will be decided once the choir 

meets. If you love to sing in community with others 

and are interested in performing with the Electric City 

Chorale, please contact Lynn Ryan at (406) 249-3250 

(cell-text or call) by September 16.    



 

Bethel Lutheran Church    1009 18th Ave SW   Great Falls, MT 59404     (406)761-1543     www.bethelmt.org     bethelgf.church@gmal.com                  Page 7 

Just for YOUth 

Thank you God, 
for your amaz-
ing forgiveness. 
Help me forgive 
others. Amen. 

This Week… 

Make a cross by tying two 

sticks together with your 

favorite color ribbon. 
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Fellowship Ministries 
Electric City Bible Study—online  
What a great way to connect with one another!  Join our 
bible study via Zoom, Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am.  Con-
tact Laurie Turner at lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to 
join the meeting. 
 

Men’s Breakfast Meets in-person  
Join us for a fun and engaging conversation, and in-
sightful discussion of each week’s lectionary texts as 
we meet in the Fellowship Hall Tuesday mornings at 
7:00 am.  Contact Dave Scholten at dschol-
ten@dlsconsulting.net for more information.        
 

Hope Circle—in person  
This group meets once a month usually on Thursday 
evenings.  Bible study and fellowship are celebrated 
with this group of ladies.  Contact Terry Korpela to be 
on the group email for meetings and prayer requests 
terry.korpela@gmail.com.   

Thursday, September 21st at LaRae Veitch’s  
 
Weekly Text Study with Pastor Jessie 

—On Hold Until Further Notice 
 

Calendar of Events 

Tuesday 9/19 

• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meet-
ing 7:00 am 

• Men’s Breakfast 7:00 am in the Fel-
lowship Hall 

Wednesday 9/20 

• Bible Study on hold until further notice 

• 5:30 LOGOs Youth Ministry begins 

Thursday 9/21 

• Hope Circle Meets at LaRae Veitch’s 
7:00 pm 

• Electric City Chorale Rehearsal 7:00  
pm in the Sanctuary 

Friday 9/22 

• Bethel office is closed. 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday 9/24 

• Worship led by Jim Carlson, LPA in-
person  and online 9:30 am,  

• Yom Kippur begins at 6:00 pm 

Monday 9/24 

• Yom Kippur worship continues 
throughout the day 

Tuesday 9/25 

• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meet-
ing 7:00 am 

• Men’s Breakfast 7:00 am in the Fel-
lowship Hall 

Wednesday 9/26 

• Bible Study on hold until further notice 

• 5:30 LOGOs Youth Ministry begins 

Thursday 9/27 

• Hope Circle Meets at LaRae Veitch’s 
7:00 pm 

• Electric City Chorale Rehearsal 
7:00  pm in the Sanctuary 

Friday 9/28 

• Bethel office is closed. 

 

 

Pastor Jessie Obrecht Contact information     Email: bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com     Phone: 406-761-1543 ext. 202 

Calling All Bell Ringers! 

The Bethel Bell Choir will be playing 

Sunday, September 24th.  Rehearsal 

will be Saturday, September 23rd 

from 10 am to 

Noon.   

If you would 

like to play in 

the Bell Choir 

that Sunday, 

email Sharon 

Mueller at oboeclar@gmail.com by 

Tuesday, September 19th. 

mailto:oboeclar@gmail.com

