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God’s Work Our Hands Sunday

Serving Sunday
Thank you for your service!
Accompanist      
Lynn Ryan, piano
Lay Assistant            
Mindy Leach
Ushers                   
Kelsey and Tesher Johnson
Tech                    
Gabe Smith
Children’s Church   
Kendall Ryan, Liz Aakre
Hospitality
Bethel Lutheran Church
Altar Guild
Patty Kain, Debbie McCarty
Counters                  
Pam Dougherty, Tammy Good

Let’s Worship together Sunday 9:30 am
 in person at Bethel or livestream at bethelmt.org.

All are welcome!

Announcements

Readings
Genesis 50:15-21

Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13

Romans 14:1-12

Matthew 18:21-35

An additional offering will be received this
Sunday  in support of ELCA World Hunger.

After worship today, join us at Helping Hands,
726 2nd Ave N. as we help prepare their space
for an upcoming Synod Hunger Leaders Retreat.

Don’t forget to RSVP for our 75th Anniversary
celebration on Saturday, September 26! Doors
open at 5:30 p.m. and dinner is at 6:00 p.m.

Close Knit Crafters are back Saturday,
September 19 at 10:00 a.m. Bring your project
and your crafty self!

Come sing with us at our Fall Jubilate Choir
Retreat, Saturday, September 19 at 10:00 a.m.



WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THOSE...

To add or update a prayer request, please contact the Bethel Office by email or call 406-761-1543. To
contact the HUGS Ministry for visitation or communion click this link or call the Bethel Office. 

Names remain on the list until we are notified of a change.

NEW OR CHANGED 

PRAYERSPRAYERS We hold in prayer those in our community and beyond who are
in need of healing, strength, comfort, and peace. We trust that
God knows each story more deeply than words can express.

Recovering at home or in rehabilitation
   Bernice Johnson
   Jim Carlson
   Cole Dingle, great-grandnephew of Sonja Baumgardner
   Doris Winter, Dena Wagner-Fossen’s Godmother
   Rob Kellenbeck, Dena Wagner-Fossen’s cousin

Receiving medical treatment
   Logan Good
   Mariah Nunnally, family friend of Terry Korpela
   Keyvin Pollington, family friend of Terry Korpela
   Jeanne Moe, Kris Voorhees’ mother
   Janel, cousin of Dan and Jenny Woods
   Kathleen Rankin, Jeanne Rankin’s sister   
   Marcia, Sara Sexe’s cousin
   Ashley, friend of Ali Morris
   Carol Ann, Marilyn Carlson’s sister

Living with ongoing health concerns
   Tyr, grandson of AnneRose Rogers 
    Donna Gilbertson, mother of Randy Gilbertson
    Stephanie Cummings
    Jane Mart 
    Jace Binder, young cousin of Kady Murphy 
    Clarice Skogley, Jeff Skogley’s mother   
    Carrie O’Brien    
    Bob Underhill, Sue Hesse’s brother-in-law
    Ed Pottratz
    Alex Bostic

Receiving Hospice or end-of-life care
    Rita Palmer, mother of Kristie Henry

Serving in the military or law enforcement      

   Nolan Smith, grandson of Walt and Leone Nuessle

Care-giving loved ones
   Tammy Good
   John and Debbie Blank
   Debbie McCarty
   Marilyn Carlson

Congratulations to Payton and Erica Sexe as they welcome their new son. We give thanks to God for the birth of
Heath Joseph Sexe, born August 31!  May God bless Heath with health, joy, and love, and surround the Sexe family
with grace and peace in these precious first days together. Welcome, Heath!

Please keep Dennis McCarty in your prayers as he is currently in the hospital following a short stay in rehab. Praying
he is surrounded with God’s healing presence. Give him strength and comfort, guide those caring for him, and bring
peace and encouragement to Dennis and all who love him. 

Praying for Patti Godtel’s sister, Jodi, as she manages cardiac issues. May God surround her with peace, strength, and
healing, and guide her medical team with wisdom and care.

A Prayer for 9/11 by Bishop Ben Quanbeck
Compassionate God, comfort all who grieve or fear, remembering the terror attacks of September 11 or those other
inflection points that left wounds and scars. Grant them peace.  It has been 25 years, O Lord, and the world still
groans under the weight of terrorism, violence, war, destruction, and oppression. Heal your world, grant wholeness.
Open our eyes and hearts to the suffering around us. Give us courage and ability to serve. Fill us with light and hope
that overflows to the world around us. Grant us faith to see you do this good work, even among us. Amen

mailto:bethelgf.church@gmail.com
https://www.bethelmt.org/bethel-hugs.html


Life at BethelLife at Bethel

Join us for God’s Work. Our Hands Sunday! 

We’ll gather for worship at 9:30 a.m. here at
Bethel and then head over to Helping Hands
at the former First English Lutheran Church.

Together, we’ll help prepare the space to
welcome the Montana Synod Hunger
Leaders Retreat. Many hands make light
work, and we should be finished around
noon or shortly after.

Come ready to serve, lend a hand, and put
our faith into action.

And don’t forget to WEAR YELLOW! 💛

Since TLC has moved out of the Gathering Place,
we have been working to clean, refresh, and
prepare the space for what comes next. The
bathrooms and kitchen have been professionally
cleaned, and we are now addressing several
small areas that need paint touch-ups.

Experienced painters are especially needed
September 22 or 23, beginning at 9:00 a.m. If you
are able to help, please let the church office
know.

The Finance Committee will meet this week to
review how the loss of income will affect Bethel’s
budget. Once that review is complete, we will
share their findings with the congregation and
begin discussing next steps together.

Most importantly, we want to hear from you!
Meetings will be scheduled for anyone interested
in helping envision how the Gathering Place
might be used in the future. All ideas are
welcome, and we encourage you to come, listen,
dream, and share your thoughts about this
important space.

Stay tuned for meeting dates and times.

Gathering Place Update



Summary: September 11, 2001, became an inflection point that changed my life and our world; 
twenty-five years later, the church’s response must still be defined not by fear, but by God’s 
persistent love for every neighbor.

Where were you that day? I was taking a structural engineering class in college when word spread 
that we should turn on the TVs because a building in New York had collapsed. My classmates and I 
struggled to make sense of what was happening, each of us questioning how widespread the 
attacks might be and worried about people we knew who were flying that day.  

So much has changed since that moment. Our response has included wars abroad, the creation of Homeland Security,
expanded policing and surveillance, and lasting changes to airport screening. From consequential questions of safety and
civil liberty to smaller disruptions of daily life, September 11 reshaped the past twenty-five years.

But fear and protection were not the only responses to 9/11. Many people joined together in prayer, helped neighbors in need,
and tried to make the world a better place. While it would be overstating it to say that I felt called to ministry on September 11,
2001, it was clear to me that this was an inflection point after which my life could not be the same.  

In scripture, significant events are often remembered as turning points for the faith and life of God’s people. From major
events like the Flood, the Exodus, the Captivity in Babylon, and the Crucifixion of Jesus to lesser-known events like Balaam’s
Donkey, Gideon and the fleece, the call of each of the prophets, or the healing of children, these stories were inflection points
where God’s people could never be the same.  

I believe inflection points invite us to remember God’s persistence in loving people even in our most difficult moments. These
stories and God’s enduring love also invite us to see our neighbors as beloved. Yes, inflection points could lead us to fear,
hatred, violence, and cruelty. We have seen these responses throughout history, and we see them today. But the world needs
something different from the church. Compassion. Generosity. Hospitality. Love. Mercy. 

In Holy Baptism, we are united to the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Christ. In humility, we carry on his mission as
we show up for the suffering and struggling of this world. Life can never be the same.  

+Bishop Ben Quanbeck

Deeper EngagementDeeper Engagement
Bishop’s Blurb: Reflections on the 25th Anniversary of 9/11/2001



Upcoming Events & InvitationsUpcoming Events & Invitations

Bethel is part of the Russell Country
Cluster, our local “neighborhood” of ELCA
congregations within the Montana
Synod. Clusters give nearby
congregations opportunities to connect,
support one another, share resources,
and work together in ministry.

Our Cluster Synod Cluster
Representative, Allen Tooley, LMA, invites
everyone to the next Cluster Gathering
on Tuesday, September 15 at 7:00 p.m. at
the Montana Synod House. These
monthly gatherings are open to
everyone—not just pastors or church
leaders!

Come meet members of neighboring
ELCA congregations, hear what’s
happening around our cluster, share
ideas, and be part of the conversation.

All are welcome!

Russell Country Cluster Gathering –
All Are Welcome!



God’s Work, Our Helping Hands          Matthew 18:21-35

This week’s Gospel, Matthew 18:21–35, reminds us of the wideness of God’s mercy. Peter asks Jesus

how often he should forgive, and Jesus’ answer makes it clear: God’s grace is not something we keep

score of.

We gather each week knowing we have not always loved God or our neighbors well. We confess our

failures, receive God’s forgiveness, and are sent back into the world with open hearts and open hands.

That makes this Gospel especially fitting for God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday. This year, part of our

service will be helping prepare Helping Hands for the Synod Hunger Leaders Retreat. Helping Hands

serves neighbors in the Great Falls area who are experiencing food scarcity and other basic needs,

offering food, clothing, hygiene supplies, community connections, and, most importantly, extravagant

hospitality.

We do not serve to earn God’s grace. We serve because we have already received it.

We forgive because we have been forgiven.

We welcome because God has welcomed us.

We open our hands because God first opened God’s hands to us.

That is God’s work—and God chooses to do some of that work through our hands.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Gospel ReflectionGospel Reflection

Where have I experienced God’s mercy
or forgiveness in my own life?
Is there something I am still “keeping
score” about?
How might receiving God’s grace
change the way I see someone who
needs help?
What can I do with my own hands this
week to show love to a neighbor?

Merciful God, 
thank you for loving and forgiving us

more generously than we can imagine.
Open our hearts to our neighbors and

use our hands to bring welcome, dignity,
hope, and love into the world. 

Amen.



Just for YOUthJust for YOUth

 

God always forgives us and loves us no matter what. 
Find the following phrases in the word search and circle them. What shape do you find? 
SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN
GOD LOVES YOU

 

KIKCKESEVENTYTIMESSEVEN
ITSOKFSFDJKLSRKLEALZCVN
FJKEIRCELEKKESLCKVIENNF
OKKCOZKBJSNEKWUCLEMVLPG
RJVKEHVKKURLWPELDKBNEKO
GKWOELOEKSLEEKROWKEMIZD
IZKUIOKCOLWLRALWQVNNMDL
VAMAZINGFORGIVENESSOLEO
EEKLKRKCKVKKSLEKOCKRKEV
YKVKROPPWEQVMNTLSLEKRLE
OPKERJCULSRCLBKEKTHEKRS
UOQPELLKRYLVKEKRMRJEYSY
DPALIEJSMOYCKVLNEKLDLXO
CMRIOPNENUKRKLKNWRJELKU

JESUS LOVES YOU

ITS OK
AMAZING FORGIVENESS

I FORGIVE YOU

News flash! Joseph forgives brothers
 Genesis 50:15-21

Forgiveness is a way of
saying “I love you” after
you’ve been hurt by
another person. The
Bible is full of stories of
forgiveness because God
always forgives!

Hope you like it down there,
Joseph! Now we won’t have to
look at your coat anymore!

I forgive you
guys. It’s
OK! I love
you.

Why did YOU get a new
coat and WE didn’t?
We’re mad at you!

Oh look at my
beautiful new coat!
It’s awesome.
Thanks Dad!

Draw a comic strip that shows you forgiving someone.

Draw a line from the story boxes to
their matching pictures. In the
speech bubbles write something
else you think each person said.
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Looking AheadLooking Ahead
Next Week | September  13-19
Sunday 9/13
•  God’s Work Our Hand Sunday Worship in-person and live
stream 9:30 am.  - Service Project at Helping Hands
•  World Hunger Sunday
Tuesday 9/15
•Electric City Bible Study – 7:00 am (Zoom)
•Men’s Breakfast – 7:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
Wednesday 9/16
•  LOGOs Youth Ministry – 5:30 pm  
• High School LOGOs begins in October 21
Thursday 9/17
•Jeremiah Book Study* – 10:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
Friday 9/18
•Bethel office is closed
Saturday 9/19
•Jubilate Choir Retreat 10:00 am (sanctuary)
•Close Knit Crafters – 10:00 am (Fellowship Hall)

This Week | September 6 to September 11
Sunday 9/20
•  Worship in-person and live stream 9:30 am. 
Tuesday 9/22
•Electric City Bible Study – 7:00 am (Zoom)
•Men’s Breakfast – 7:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
Wednesday 9/23
•  LOGOs Youth Ministry – 5:30 pm 
• High School LOGOs begins October 21.
Thursday 9/24
•Jeremiah Book Study* – 10:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
Friday 9/25
•Bethel office is closed
Saturday 9/26
•75  Anniversary Dinner and Celebration – 5:30 pm th

ONGOING MINISTRIESONGOING MINISTRIESONGOING MINISTRIES
Hope Circle — Monthly gathering for
connection and care - contact Terry
Korpela by clicking this link Email
Terry 

Electric City Bible Study — Tuesdays
at 7:00 am (Zoom) -   contact Terry
Korpela by clicking this link Email
Terry

Men’s Breakfast — Tuesdays at 7:00
am in Fellowship Hall  - contact Dave
Scholten  by clicking this link  Email
Dave 

LOGOs Youth Ministry - Pre K thru
High School — Wednesdays 5:30 pm
6:30 pm (HS) - contact Tami
Grosenick by clicking this link Email
Tami - Resumes September 16th - 

*Zoom option available.  Please email the Bethel Office at
bethelgf.church@gmail.com to receive a link.

There is a place for you here...All are welcome!

Lord, help me to be the kind of person
my dog thinks I am.

~ The Bellamy Brothers

mailto:terry.korpela@gmail.com
mailto:terry.korpela@gmail.com
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