Reformation Sunday October 24, 2024

BETHEINOTES

Serving This Sunday

Accompanist
Connie Titcomb, Piano

Lay Assistant

o
Mindy Leach /‘/
Usher % wm /T
TBD 1OHN 8:31 ;
Tech \ \E <
Gabe Smith
L Inside this issue:
Projection T S
80 THIS SUNDAY Pravers )
Readings: Family Promise Fund-
Children’s Church | raiser
TBD First Reading: Second Reading: God’s Love Made Real 3
Jeremiah 31:31-34 Romans 3:19-28 Zoom with Bishop Eliz-
) ) abeth Eaton
Hospitality Psalm: Gospel:
Rebekah Erench Psalm 46 John 8:31-36 2023 World Hunger 4
Financials
Counters A Brief History on Mar- 5
Greg Grosenick tin Luther
Shannon Marr Join us at 9:30 AM in person | VBS 2025 Announced
or livestream at betheltmt.org | ciping Hands Fund-
raiser
This Sund t Bethel
IS sUunaay a etNCluur ..ol veesae ;
We celebrate Reformation Sunday. A Pastor’s Blessing
We welcome and thank Dave Scholten, LMA for leading worship.
Thank you to the Jubilate Choir led by Jeff Skogley and the Bethel Hand- Just for YOUth /
bell Choir led by Sharon Mueller for adding beautiful music to this special Calendar 8
Reformation Sunday. o
Ministries

We wrap up our Adult Forum Book Study in the Fellowship Hall after wor-
ship. Our next Adult Forum begins next Sunday after worship and we will
begin Season 4 of The Chosen.

Preaching and Presid-
ing at Bethel
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¥+ Prayers of Healing for Kendra, TLC ¢
Daycare employee, who was diag-
nosed with cancer and will begin treat-
ment.

¥+ Prayers of support for Earl Terwil- ¢
liger as he has medical testing on
Monday.

¥ Prayers of comfort for the family and ¢
friends of Velma Oakland, as they
mourn her passing. 2

¥ Prayers of health for AnneRose Rog-
ers as she recovers from an illness and ,ﬁ,
is doing very well.

¥ Prayers of healing for Dick Seim who
is in Park Place receiving physical ther-
apy and prepares for surgery.

¥ Prayers of healing for Carrie O’Bri-
en as she is in the hospital following
complications after surgery.

¥+ Prayers of healing and support for
Dylan Erickson as he recovers from
hip surgery.

¥ Prayers of healing for Shelly Murphy
as she continues with cancer treat-
ments and to regain strength.
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Prayers of healing for Shannon
Obrecht, family friend of Karen
Lord, as she manages cancer diagnosis
with complications.

Gustavo Driau, Regional Repre-
sentative of South America, who is in
the hospital.

Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as
he continues to manage his health.

Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz as
he continues cancer treatment.

Prayers of strength in leadership for
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop
Laurie Jungling, and Associate
to the Bishop Rev. Brenda Frelsi.

* JOIN US FOR A MAD
FUNDRAISER

. ORDER GNLINE AT TERTTAKIMABNESS.COM AND ENTER COUPON CODE FUNDRAISER 0%
BRING THIS FLYER TO TERIYAKI MADNESS .

11AM
IPM

0CT

FamilyPromise |
of Great Falls $ .
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God’s Love
Made Real

A conversation with Bishop Eaton

Speaker
resi@ing Bishoj
Elizaoeth Eator

THURSDAY, NOV. 7
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over

God’s Love Made Real Town Hall w/ Presiding

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
For All Synods of Region One, Hosted by Bp. Shelley Bryvan Wee
November 7 at 12noon (Pacific)

Registration: Encouraged Here but not required
Join the Zoom session Here

God’s Love Made Real is a movement within the ELCA that encourages us to create a
world experiencing the difference God’s grace and love in Christ make for all people and
creation. The purpose of this conversation is for Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton to share
with ELCA members in a personal way — through examples, stories and answers to their
questions — why God’s Love Made Real is vital to her and this church.

ELCA members in the Alaska, Northwest Washington, Southwestern Washington,
Northwest Intermountain, Oregon, and Montana synods are invited. Whether you are
active in a congregation, are a pastor in the ELCA, or haven’t been to church in months,
vour voice is valuable. This conversation seeks to activate every one of us so that more
people might know the wav of Jesus and discover community, justice, and love.
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https://elcafoundation.zoom.us/j/85632061362#success
https://community.elca.org/gods-love-made-real-a-conversation-with-bishop-eaton-nov-7

ELCA World Hunger

2023 FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

REVENUE $20,201,732

Individuals and Others

EXPENDITURES $24 954 808

International Program
@& 67%

$10,228,230 $16,844,412
Synods and Congregations Domestic Program
o o
35% $7,138,754 25/° $6,187,391

Bequests, Trusts
.?= 9% and Miscellaneous

$1,844,084
S Endowments,
== 59% Other ELCA-held Funds
bl $990,664

ELCA WORLD HUNGER
International Grants by Sector

Educating and Networking $663,143

Relief and Development $3,362,041

Advocacy $2,162,207

General Administration
8% and Fundraising

$1.825,005

ELCA WORLD HUNGER
Grant Expenditures by Region

$6,000,000
$5,000,000
$4,000,000
® Food, Agriculture and Livelihood $3,000,000
m Health
Education and Vocational Training $2,000,000
® Relief and Preparedness

. Peace, Justice and Human Rights $1,000,000 - - -
®m Program Services -

Note: Expenditures that exceed income are made possible by
generosity in previous years.

Unaudited financial highlights for the fiscal year ending Jan. 31, 2024.
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Latin America Africa Europe & Asia & Regional
& Caribbean Middle East Pacific & Global
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A Very Brief History of Martine Luther (1483-1546)

Luther was a German theologian whose writings inspired the Protestant Reformation.

Martin Luther was born on 10 November 1483 in Eisleben. His father was a copper miner. Luther studied at
the University of Erfurt and in 1505 decided to join a monastic order, becoming an Augustinian friar. He was
ordained in 1507, began teaching at the University of Wittenberg and in 1512 was made a Doctor of Theolo-
gy. In 1510 he visited Rome on behalf of a number of Augustinian monasteries and was appalled by the cor-
ruption he found there.

Luther became increasingly angry about the clergy selling 'indulgences' - promised remission from punish-
ments for sin, either for someone still living or for one who had died and was believed to be in purgatory.
On 31 October 1517, he published his '95 Theses', attacking papal abuses and the sale of indulgences.

Luther had come to believe that Christians are saved through faith and not through their own efforts. This
turned him against many of the major teachings of the Catholic Church. In 1519 -1520, he wrote a series of
pamphlets developing his ideas - 'On Christian Liberty', 'On the Freedom of a Christian Man', 'To the Chris-
tian Nobility' and 'On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church'. Thanks to the printing press, Luther's '95 The-
ses' and his other writings spread quickly through Europe.

In January 1521, the Pope Leo X excommunicated Luther. He was then sum-
moned to appear at the Diet of Worms, an assembly of the Holy Roman Em-
pire. He refused to recant, and Emperor Charles V declared him an outlaw
and a heretic. Luther went into hiding at Wartburg Castle. In 1522, he re-
turned to Wittenberg and in 1525 married Katharina von Bora, a former
nun, with whom he had six children.

In 1534, Luther published a complete translation of the bible into German,
underlining his belief that people should be able to read it in their own lan-
guage. The translation contributed significantly to the spread and develop-
ment of the German language.

Luther died on 18 February 1546 in Eisleben.
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, Help Helping Hands raise $7500 by the end of November
S MllBR 225 and Town Pump will match dollar for dollar. Donations can

be made directly to Helping Hands of Great Falls or you

J u Iy 14th to 21 St may donate to Helping Hands through your Bethel Giving
Mark your Calenda rs| (please note that it is for Helping Hands) and we will make

sure the donations get passed along to them.

= -BETHEL

Godsendsus LUtheran Church

GREAT FALLS, MT
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GOSPEL MESSAGE

You Are Truly Free

“"But we have never been slaves to anyone,” the crowd tells Jesus after he pro-
claims his message of freedom. One wonders why it was so difficult for them to
comprehend the offer he was talking about, given the Roman occupiers who con-
trolled much of their lives. Then again, many of us also find it hard to relate to
the need for freedom from captivity, so certain are we that we are fully free. If
we were honest, we’d recognize the many things that hold our focus and stop us
from experiencing life to its fullest: news headlines, health concerns, our jobs,
economic and social structures that bind us all.

Jesus’ proclamation to this crowd reminds us that there will always be things vy-

ing for control of our lives, but the gospel invites us to center ourselves instead
in Jesus, the truth who sets us free. In Christ, we are complete—not because of
anything we do or own, but because of who God is and what God has done for
us. In the waters of baptism, we are proclaimed children of God, and nothing will
ever change this. In Christ, we are freed from all that holds us captive, so we
can lean into God’s abundance for us.

As we celebrate Reformation, we remember Martin Luther, a Catholic monk who
was tormented by his own unworthiness before God. He was convinced he was
not good enough. Then Luther discovered through the book of Romans that
grace cannot be bought or earned; it is a pure gift to us, and this changed eve-

rything.

REFORMATION SUNDAY

1009 18th Ave SW, Great Falls MT 59404

“Nothing can be said here
about the part of faith and
“Holy Scriptures [in
prayer] because there
would be no end to what
could be said.

With practice one can take
the Ten Commandments
on one day, a psalm or

chapter of Holy Scripture

the next day and use them
as flint and steel to kindle
a flame in the heart.”
Martin Luther

(406) 761-1543

Since there is nothing we need
to do to earn God’s love and
acceptance, our lives are open
to endless possibilities. How
can we embrace the freedom
God gives us? What can we do
with this gift to bring peace and
justice a little closer for our
neighbors? What do you want
to do—now that you

don’t have to do anything?

From sundaysandseasons.com
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved.
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It’s a gift!
Romans 3:19-28
Everything God does for us is a gift. We can't earn or pay for the things God gives us each day. Martin Luther tried to earn God’s
love through his actions but he unhappily realized that he could never do enough. He was finally free from worries when he
found that God gives us all we need, even forgiveness through Jesus. We are free! No worries about earning God’s love. We are
free to serve God always.

Find these things, God’s gifts to us,
in the word find gift box. Make a list
of more of God’s gifts in the smaller
gift boxes.

V4
<

Baptism 1 NRFEBAPTISMRG
Communion Reformation Day
Love (! e\ NOINUMMOCPEEL comes from the word
Freed OUI RLTRUTHGT FO “re-form,” which
ree- om DEETUHELUPTRUA means to change to
Service something new. Talk
Strength LSCOAFAIJTEASG. about the big words
Truth Il TI NNEOTETBTETEH in the gift box with
someone and try to
Refuge FHVGIFRDIJSFUD explain each gift with
Help ELRMHROCSTEUTFM new words, words
Jesus LOETUMEFGEHSO that anyone would
Creation NVSSENEVIGROF '
Lie N ESTRENGTHTETFS o)
Forgiveness A # ¥
= -
Welcome to worship. Today is Reformation Sunday. It is a fes- . .
tive Sunday in the Lutheran church, the day our churches In 1517 Martin Luther nailed an announcement to the
remember the teaching and preaching of Martin Luther. Luther door of the church in \N’i[tenberg to tell what Chang@s
lived in Germany over 500 years ago. He wrote the hymn, “A i he th ht the church ded k
Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” Luther wanted all to know that (reforms) he t ought the church needed to maxe.
God is a strong fortress for us especially in times of trouble. Can you think of things you think should be changed in
Use the dots to make bricks for this strong fortress. the church today? List them below, and later talk about
Take turns with a partner connecting two dots with a them with vour parents or pastor.
straight line. If your line completes a box put your initial your p P :
in the box. When all boxes are filled, count how many
boxes you each have and add your scores together. ‘ ’ ‘
How many boxes did you find? (Hint: It's the
same as the chapter number of today’s psalm.)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Tuesday, 10/29

« Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00
am

« Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
7:00 am

Wednesday, 10/30

o LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; High
School LOGOs 6:30 pm — Wear your
costumes!

Thursday 10/31

« Electric City Chorale rehearsal 7:00 pm
Friday, 11/1

« Office Closed

o Aitz Chaim Friday Worship 6:00 pm

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday 11/3

« All Saints and Family Worship led by Jim
Carlson, LMA and LOGOs Youth Ministry
in person and live stream 9:30 am

e Adult Forum The Chose Season 4 in the
Fellowship Hall after worship

Tuesday, 11/5

« Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00
am

« Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
7:00 am

Wednesday, 11/6

o LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; High
School LOGOs 6:30 pm

Thursday 11/7
« Electric City Chorale rehearsal 7:00 pm

Friday, 11/8
o Office Closed

(406) 761-1543

Fellowship Ministries

Electric City Bible Study—online

What a great way to connect with one another!
Join our bible study via Zoom, Tuesday mornings
at 7:00 am. Contact Laurie Turner at
lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to join the
meeting.

Men’s Breakfast

Join us for a fun and engaging conversation,
and insightful discussion of each week’s lec-
tionary texts as we meet in the Fellowship
Hall Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am. Contact
Dave Scholten at dscholten1118@gmail.com for
more information.

Hope Circle—in person
This group meets once a month usually on

Tuesday or Thursday afternoons. Bible study
and fellowship are celebrated with this group
of ladies. Contact Terry Korpela to be on the
group email for meetings and prayer
requests terry.korpela@gmail.com.

Next meeting October 24th at
Leone Nuessles’

Preaching And Presiding at Bethel

October 27th Dave Scholten, LMA
November 3rd Jim Carlson, LMA
November 10th TBD

November 17th Pastor Jessica Crist

November 24th Pastor Sara MacGilvra-
Branom

December 1st TBD
December 8th Jim Carlson, LMA

December 15th, Christmas Program and Hymn
Sing
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