OCTOBER 16,2025 19th Sunday after Pentecost

GOD CALLS USs, GOD TRANSFORMS Us, GOD SENDS US

BETHEL NOTES

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 9:30 AM IN PERSON OR ONLINE AT BETHELMT.ORG
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Prayers for Patty, friend of Laura
Kupfner, as her cancer treatments
are not working. May she and her
family be surrounded by love,
comfort, and God’s peace in the days
ahead.

Prayers of healing for Laurie Turner
recovering from a broken leg.
Prayers of healing for Terree Wozny
having outpatient surgery today.
Prayer of healing for Mim Mikulecky
as she prepares for knee surgery.
Prayers of healing for Brian Boucher
recovering from second surgery for a
broken arm.

Prayers of support and healing for
Taylah Jaques as she prepares for
surgery next week.

Prayers of healing for Dave Cattrell,
Sandi Cummings brother, moving
from ICU to rehab unit.

Prayers of healing for Steve
Schneider, friend of Doug Sexe, as he
undergoes treatment for cancer.
Prayers of healing for Rebecca
Boucher managing a painful skin
condition

Prayers of healing for Ashley, friend
of Ali Morris, as she begins treatment
for breast cancer.

Prayers of strength and support for
Marjorie VanderAarde, her family
and those assisting her with memory
and dementia.

Prayers of healing for Jerry, Jeanne
Rankin’s brother’s father-in-law, who
is under Hospice Care.

Prayers of healing for Clarice
Skogley, Jeff Skogley’s mother,
recovering in rehab.

Prayers of healing for Margery
Johnsten, mother of Jenny Woods,
has had cancer return and will
start chemo/radiation treatments.
Prayers of healing for Carol Ann,
Marilyn Carlson’s sister, as she has
received treatment for lung cancer.
Prayers of healing for Dennis
McCarty recovering at home.
Prayers of healing for Rev. Dawn
Busch for persistant low back pain.
Prayers of healing for Debbie,
Jeanne Rankin’s cousin, diagnoised
with ALS

Prayers of healing for Jasper,
family friend of Sara Graft, as he
receives treatment for aggressive
cancer.

Prayers of healing for Bob
Underhill, Sue Hesse’s bother in
law, diagnosed with brain lesions
and determining treatment.
Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic
as he continues to manage his
health.

Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz
as he continues cancer treatment.
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_ B ADVOCA Y —
» ACTION ALERT

Urge Congress to protect international food
aid in the farm bill.

This week many around the world will commemorate World Food Day (10/16). Ending
hunger and malnutrition is one of the major challenges we must address. According to a
recently released report by the United Nations, between 638 and 720 million people are
estimated to have faced hunger in 2024, mostly in sub-Saharan Africa.

As policymakers work to finalize the next farm bill to fight global hunger, urge your
members of Congress to ensure programs that feed hungry people around the world are
protected, especially the following programs:

» Food for Peace (Title II): Supports a critical lifeline for communities with emergency
food assistance during humanitarian crises, in addition to the non-emergency
support used to enhance resilience to hunger and malnutrition.

e McGovern-Dole International Food for Education and Nutrition Program: Provides
food donations to support school meals programs and maternal and child nutrition
in low- and middle-income countries.

e Food for Progress: Helps strengthen agricultural sectors. Under this program,
donated U.S. agricultural commodities are sold locally, and then proceeds are used

to support agricultural, economic or infrastructure development programs.

As Lutherans, we are committed to work toward a just world where all are fed. “We are
called to be stewards of what God has given. This stewardship includes holding
economic, political, and social processes and institutions responsible for producing and
distributing what is needed for sufficiency for all,” reads the ELCA social statement.
Urge international food aid inclusion for the well-being of God’s people and creation.
Take action here: https://give.elca.org/page/email?
mid=1035e604b17d4a22b43af8d9e0553db3

You are encouraged to customize your message to reflect your own voice and values.

Thank you for your advocacy.
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https://give.elca.org/page/email?mid=b7e2e2b6498c4f46b3fc229065ecb3a1
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EORIEERHEERWONMEN

All women of Bethel are warmly invited to join us for a special event, “Celebration of Us.”

Date and Time:
Tuesday, November 4, 2025, at 6:00 PM

Location:
Bethel Lutheran Church

We'll be serving delicious mocktails and appetizers.

This gathering is a wonderful opportunity to express our gratitude for the many talents
you've shared with the Bethel family, and to casually celebrate each of you. We understand
that meaningful friendships often blossom through simple gatherings and heartfelt
conversations. This is the essence of our celebration. Whether you're looking to connect
with someone you've only briefly met or wish to catch up with a dear friend you haven't
seen in a while, we hope you'll join us on Tuesday, November 4th, at 6:00 PM. You might
even meet someone new!

Please RSVP:
Text or email Laurie Turner at 406-899-4903 or lolli51gus@icloud.com,
or reach out to Tami at bethelmc.church@gmail.com or 406-761-1543.

FAITH IS LIKE PUMPKIN SEASGN

IT'S BEST («JH_EN SHARED AND
FULL OF LIGHT!

Join us for the
Trinity Lutheran Church ¢

Lutefisk Dinner

Sunday, Oct. 26 - 12:30 to 3 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church - 38 1st Ave. SW. - Choteau

We are looking for passionate adults to volunteer as judges

on November 14th and 15th. No prior experience is neces-

sary—just a willingness to listen thoughtfully and provide
constructive feedback. Your participation will help shape the
growth and confidence of young speakers and debaters,
making a meaningful impact on their development,

Take Out Meals Available - Will Deliver in Choteau.
Call Praire at (406) 570-8559 for take-out orders.

LUTEFISK Handicap and wheelchair accessible seating
ot provided on the main level. Call the church office

' at (406) 466-2291 for more information.

Sign-up today, you can be a lifesaver!

cmrspeech.com/judge

SCAN ME
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Great Falls Public Schools

All kids engaged i Feﬂaﬁ" '/ymorrow

Great Falls Music Department Fruit and Candy sales are here!!!

Our music students will be available after worship on Sundays to order fruit,
meat and cheese, or candy. This is the one fundraiser that the music
department does each year to support their students.
Orders will be taken until November 4™ and will be delivered December 11th.
Our music students are...

Great Falls High:
Liz Aakre, Ainsley Kubas, Kian and Kendall Ryan, and Emily Woods.

CMR:
Hailey Marr, Tyler Grosenick, Austin and Kolton Kupfner.

Randy Gilbertson and Tyler
Grosenick are up to their elbows in
gutter goo, while Tami Grosenick
gives the patio a good sweeping!

Marilyn Carlson
reaching new heights!

Tami Grosenick and Patti Godtel
are on duty, making sure Randy
Gilbertson's ladder-climbing
adventure is a safe one!

o " R Additional thank you to Judy Johnson, .- 3
heroically tackling the backvard Terry Korpela, John Blank, and Kelsey Quentin Kubas tames
y g y Johnson who rescued the front flower wild, rebellious bushes!

. - . o
jungle, filling bags with lawn debris! bed along with Patti Godtel. page 4




THIS WEEK'S GOSPEL MESSAGE
Persistent Prayer

How should we pray? What should we pray for? We might sometimes

treat prayer like putting coins in a divine vending machine, and some
rely on the story of the persistent widow to claim that God will
indeed shower us with blessing if only we pray “enough.” Yet, despite

fervent prayer, we don’t always get that job, the illness comes
anyway, the doubts continue. If we take literally the claims of those who promise prosperity
for God’s people, the condition of humanity suggests none of us has been persistent enough.
Because, after all, life happens to all of us.

In Jesus’ parable, the woman is not praying strictly for herself; rather, she is praying for
justice. A better word may be “vengeance.” The persistent widow is coming to the judge and
crying out, “Avenge me! Avenge me against my adversaries!” Her focus is laser-sharp, and she
does not give in to distractions. She waits with fervent hope that there will come a day when
the judge brings balance, restores what has been lost, and humbles those who have done
wrong. The widow is asking for something much larger than her daily needs. She is pleading
on behalf of the world.

Like Jacob in Genesis 32, sometimes we wrestle with God, pleading for our own blessing. Our
striving can feel overwhelming or even pointless. But Jesus invites us to focus and be
persistent, to cry out to him day and night.

Though our prayers are not always answered in the way we want or expect, we can count on
God to keep promises. We can count on a day when we are all restored. We can count on a
time when God will avenge all of us against the crushing force of death. We can hang our hope
on the fact that God receives our persistence with love, patience, and grace.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

anava EMPTY

Becanse ne child shounld
have an mpl} bowl

page 6



JUST FOR YOUTH

Surprising justice

Luke 18:1-8

The unjust judge in todays
Bible story from Luke 18
did an unexpected thing,
The woman asked and
asked and asked for jus-
tice. Finally, the judge did
what the woman asked
him to do.

What surprising things do
you see in the picture?
Can you find and circle
six of them?

Jesus said, “Listen to

the unjust judge. If even
he listened, God will
certainly listen to our
prayers.” God brings
justice out of our prayers.

Welcome to worship. When can we pray? Anytime!
How often can we pray? Theres no limit! Theres no
0 0 end to our prayers to God.

Some people use

large circle N/

paths or »

labyrinths

like this

one to

walk and i~
pray. As

they walk

in the

circle they
remember God's

Who do we pray for?
Listen to the prayers in worship today. Draw someone
you hear about in the prayers or someone you know.

never-ending love.

Use your finger to trace this circle path. When you
finally reach the end you can begin again. Keep
praying as you go on your way!
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This Week

Monday 10/20

-Jeremiah Bible Study in the Fellowship
Hall 6:30 pm *

Tuesday 10/21

- Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting
7:00 am

- Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
7:00 am

- Bishop Sessions for Pastors and LMAs in
the Fellowship Hall 10:00 am
Wednesday 10/22

-LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; High
School LOGOs Youth Ministry begins 6:30
pmM

Thursday 10/23

-NO Jeremiah Bible Study - Pastor Out
-Electric City Chorale rehearsal 7.00 pm
Friday 10/24

- Bethel Office closed

;\;x% Y.
e £

m :
y FeIIowshlp Ministries

Electru_: ty Bible Study online

Next Week

Sunday 10/26
- Worship in person and online 9:30 am

— Dave Scholten, LMA

- Reformation Sunday, wear red

- Adult Forum, the Chosen Season 5
Monday 10/27

- NO Jeremiah Bible Study — Pastor Out
Tuesday 10/28

- Electric City Bible Study, Zoom
meeting 7:.00 am

- Men's Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
7:00 am

Wednesday 10/29

- LOGOS grades Pre K through 8th 5:30
pm; High School LOGOs 6:30 pm — Wear
Halloween Costumes!

Thursday 10/30

- Jeremiah Bible Study in the Fellowship
Hall 10:00 am *

- Electric City Chorale rehearsal 7.00 pm
Friday 10/31

- Bethel Office closed

- Happy Halloween!

*Zoom option available, please email the Bethel Office at
bethelgf.church@gmail.com to receive a link.

What a*g'r_' t way to connect with one another! Join our bible study via Zoom, Tuesday mornings
at 7:00 am. Contact Laurie Turner at lolli51lgus@icloud.com for a link to join the meeting.

Men'’s Breakfast

Join us for a fun and engaging conversation, and insightful discussion of each week’s lectionary
texts as we meet in the Fellowship Hall Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am. Contact Dave Scholten at

dscholten1118@gmail.com for more information.

Hope Glrcle

This group r‘neets once a month usually on Tuesday or Thursday afternoons. Bible study and
K,
fello Shlp are celébrated W|th‘th|s group of ladies. Contact Terry Korpela to be on the group

= il 1 gE g’tmgs and prayerﬁaequests terry.korpela@gmail.com.

.u_o)

CONTACT PASTOR DAWN

(406) 761-1543 ext. 202

bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com page 8
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