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This Sunday 
Readings: 

First Reading:  

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 

Psalm: 

Psalm 90:12-17 

Second Reading: 

Hebrews 4:12-16 

Gospel: 

Mark 10:17-31 

Serving  

Accompanist 

Connie Titcomb, Piano 

Lay Assistant 

Randy Gilbertson 

Usher  & Acolyte 

Kelsey Johnson 

Tesher Johnson 

Tech 

Gabe Smith 

Projection 

TBD 

Children’s Church 

Tyler Grosenick 

Claire Woods 

Hospitality 

Kelsey  Johnson 

Counters 

Pam Dougherty 

Kelsey Johnson Join us at 9:30 AM  in person 
or livestream at 
betheltmt.org 

We celebrate the 20
th

 Sunday after Pentecost. 

We welcome and thank Rev. Jessica Crist for leading worship for us today. 

We also thank all of our LOGOs Youth Ministry readers, lay assistant, acolyte 
and ushers for assisting in leading worship this morning.  

No Book Study today. 
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 Prayers of healing and support for Dylan 

Erickson as he recovers from hip sur-

gery. 

 Prayers of healing for Shelly Murphy as 

she continues with cancer treatments and 

to regain strength. 

 Prayers of healing for Shannon 

Obrecht, family friend of Karen Lord, as 

she manages cancer diagnosis with com-

plications. 

 Prayers of healing for Dick Seim who 

was discharged from the hospital and is in 

Park Place receiving physical therapy. 

 Gustavo Driau, Regional Representa-

tive of South America, who is in the hospi-

tal. 

 Prayers of healing and support for  Car-

rie O’Brien as she recovers from ankle 

joint replacement surgery. 

 Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he 

continues to manage his health.  

 Prayers of   healing for Ed Pottratz as he 

continues cancer treatment. 

 Prayers of strength in leadership for   

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop 

Laurie Jungling, and  Associate to 

the Bishop Rev. Brenda Frelsi. 
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&  

Help Helping Hands raise $7500 by the 

end of November and Town Pump will 

match dollar for dollar.  Donations can be 

made directly to Helping Hands of Great 

Falls or you may donate to Helping 

Hands through your Bethel Giving 

(please note that it is for Helping Hands) 

and we will make sure the donations get 

passed along to them.   

+ÉÎÇ -ÁÒË 3ÏÎÄÅÒÇÁÁÒÄȟ     

%ÁÒÌ 4ÅÒ×ÉÌÌÉÇÅÒÓȭ 'ÒÁÎÄÓÏÎȢ 0ÒÉÎÃÅÓÓ (ÁÉÌÅÙ -ÁÒÒ 
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άHope is more like a muscle than an emotion.ò 

This phrase from a podcast I listened to this 

weekend caught my attention. The podcast ep-

isode was called ñCan democracy survive with-

out hope?ò in response to the perceived lack of 

hope in our society today, especially around 

politics. (A Braver Way Podcast) 

It does seem like hope is disappearing from 

the world, doesnôt it? Fear, anger and despair 

feel like the primary emotions permeating our 

culture on so many different levels and hope 

seems like a luxury, a naive pie-in-the-sky wish 

for things to be better that is just not taking our 

real life situations seriously. Hope-based sto-

ries are pushed against or aside while lament 

and rage are regularly lifted up as the virtues 

we should be practicing as we seek change. 

And yet, for Christians, hope is at the core of 

what it means to proclaim the gospel and live 

out Christôs love into the world. ñAnd now faith, 

hope, and love abide [in Christ], these three. (1 

Cor 13:13)ò And while the greatest of these is 

love, all three are central to following Jesus 

and living the life he has called us to live. But 

in the midst of uncertainty and ñknowing only in 

part,ò hope can feel just too hard. 

Perhaps, though, weôve misunderstood what 

hope really is. Perhaps, as the quote above 

indicates, hope (like love and faith) are not re-

ally emotions but cognitive muscles, skills that 

have to be used, exercised, and practiced to 

be the virtues that Paul calls from us as disci-

ples of Christ. 

In the podcast episode, the speaker goes on to 

define hope as: ñgoals + roadmap + will pow-

er.ò This is a secular definition that in faith 

could perhaps be adjusted to say ñHope = 

Godôs vision and purpose + Christôs roadmap + 

the Spiritôs Wisdom + our empowered hands.ò 

In other words, 

hope is not about 

ñfeeling it,ò but 

about being in-

spirited in faith 

(trust) by the Ho-

ly Spiritôs love to 

follow Christ in 

striving for Godôs realm in all that we do, say, 

think and feel. 

We as followers of Christ have been granted 

a grace-filled head-start on finding and exer-

cising hope, for we have Godôs vision to strive 

for and Christôs promised new life in which to 

trust. And these arenôt just a vision and new 

life for a future heaven far away -- this vision 

and new life call to us even now, though they 

are most often seen and experienced through 

a glass dimmed by sin. 

Far from a naïve pie-in-the-sky wish that we 

leave up to God to grant, hope is a calling and 

a gift. Hope is a calling that emerges out of 

our relationship with God toward the new life 

weôve been given. As Paul writes in Romans, 

ñTherefore, since we are justified by faith, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have obtained ac-

cess to this grace in which we stand; and we 

boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 

And not only that, but we also boast in our 

sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, and endurance produces charac-

ter, and character produces hope, and hope 

does not disappoint us, because Godôs love 

has been poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit that has been given to us.ò (Rom 

5:1-5)   

As followers of Christ (and as citizens of a de-

mocracy) we have a responsibility to practice 

A Word From The Bishop 

https://pkk8ctiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TTi1PavyCJFHdOzxJwWIb0rvgll2A-FyJz_AtzRkJmM__uuTpUwNl6ElDDFJBOVd_Uelgyv7jWeyBb8SOADKbsS_JdjmdX69dtm-jzWK0qpjOmqpfTINzAETsrdH7ClyxsDXF1lnpVkn1Z1wd1rbHThxMSmmvG2IO57IfgcFHNvbdYmCccTYmlICn3LkFdhJ&c=xcFZBUb7ZsajuNM2hRpvBp4
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GFPS Fall Concert Schedule 

Thursday, October 10th  

§ Great Falls High Choir Concert GFH Auditorium 7:00 pm 

§ CMR Band Concert Bill Williamson Auditorium 7:00 pm 

Monday, October 14th 

§ Great Falls High Band Concert GFH Auditorium 7:00 pm 

§ CMR Orchestra Concert Bill Williamson Auditorium 7:00 pm 

Tuesday, October 15th 

§ Great Falls High Orchestra Concert GFH Auditorium 7:00 pm 

§ CMR Choir Concert Bill Williamson Auditorium 7:00 pm 

Tuesday, October 29th  - 7:00 pm 

§ North Middle School All Music @ North Middle School 

§ East Middle School All Music  @ East Middle School 

hope, as hard as that can be at times when weôre being bom-

barded with so many messages of fear and despair. 

Praise be to God that hope is also a gift from the Spirit that em-

powers us to act toward Godôs change in faith-filled and loving 

ways! It fills us with the boldness to do the work God has called 

us and inspires us to do. As Paul writes: ñSince, then, we have 

such a hope, we act with great boldnesséò (2 Cor 3:12) 

Hope, then, is a muscle that we need to exercise regularly or it 

will start to atrophy. And the more this muscle weakens, the 

harder it will be to have faith or to practice love. And when we 

donôt have faith and we canôt practice love, we have fallen into despair. And when we experience 

any emotion out of that despair, especially anger, we end up trapped in contempt, hate, and/or vio-

lence. 

So letôs try to find ways to exercise the muscle of hope in all parts of our society right now, and 

speak and live the good news of Jesus Christ into a world stuck in despair. For as Christôs followers, 

our muscles have already been empowered with grace of Godôs love and new life through the fruit 

of the Spirit. 

Hope-filled blessings to you all, 

Bishop Laurie Jungling 

 

Your gifts will support disaster-
impacted communities. Gifts 
to Lutheran Disaster Re-
sponse equip us to respond to those 
affected by hurricanes and related 
disasters, such as mudslides, severe 
storms and flooding. These gifts also 
empower us to respond to disasters 
whenever and wherever they strike. 
Gifts to ñHurricane Response" will be 
used in full (100%) to assist those 
affected by hurricanes, until the re-
sponse is complete. 

To give by phone,   
call 800-638-3522. Checks or money 

orders can be mailed to: 

Lutheran Disaster Response 

P.O. Box 1809 

Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Or give online at bethelmt.org. 

https://give.elca.org/page/68904/donate/1
https://give.elca.org/page/68904/donate/1
https://give.elca.org/page/68904/donate/1
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Beloved Worth, Not Wealth 
Perhaps you are familiar with the idiom ñworth oneôs 

weight in gold.ò The phrase means that someone is valua-

ble because of their skills or what they can contribute. It 

can mean they are so good at their job that they are 

worth a high sum of money. This is a very old saying that 

points to how humans often determine the value of other humans. 

The challenge Jesus presents to all of us is to see ourselves and others the way God 

sees us. We often see each other through the lenses that have been prescribed by 

our societal norms. We see the brand labels on our shoes and cars. We determine 

the amount of wages someone earns based on merit or years of experience. (See 

Matthew 20:1-16 for more from Jesus about wages and the kingdom of God.) Our 

society often assesses someoneôs position in the world based on their money or job. 

In todayôs gospel reading, is wealth itself what stands in this manôs way, or is it a 

symptom of wealth? 

Our worth is not defined by wealth and riches, our skills, or our productivity; rather, 

it is defined by God. And God names each of us beloved. We are claimed, marked, 

and redeemed by God through Jesus Christ. Martin Luther shares that our job isnôt 

to earn this salvation; it is a free gift, and our job is to live in response to this gift 

and to nurture and share it with others. 

Everything that we own is made by humans from materials created by God. Jesus 

instructs us to be generous with these gifts of God. We are to share these riches not 

according to human standards but Godôs standards, and God names all beloved and 

worthy. 

From sundaysandseasons.com  

Copyright É 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
 

Update From The Call Committee 

The Bethel Call Committee met on Monday, October 7th and have 

some great news!  We are currently working with a promising can-

didate to schedule an interview in the coming weeks!  We are all 

really excited to meet with this candidate and get to know more 

about them.  Continued prayers for our successful search! 
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Electric City Bible Study—online  
What a great way to connect with one another!  
Join our bible study via Zoom, Tuesday mornings at 
7:00 am.  Contact Laurie Turner at 
lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to join the 
meeting. 
 

Men’s Breakfast  
Join us for a fun and engaging conversation, 
and insightful discussion of each weekΩs lec-
tionary texts as we meet in the Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am.  Contact Dave 
Scholten at dscholten1118@gmail.com for more 
information.        
 

Hope Circle—in person  
This group meets once a month usually on 

Tuesday or Thursday afternoons.  Bible study 

and fellowship are celebrated with this group 

of ladies.  Contact Terry Korpela to be on the 

group email for meetings and prayer requests 

terry.korpela@gmail.com.   

Next meeting October 24th at  

Leone NuesslesΩ 

Calendar of Events 

Tuesday, 10/15 

¶ Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 
7:00 am 

¶ Menôs Breakfast in the Fellowship 
Hall 7:00 am 

¶ Council Meeting in the Fellowship 
Hall 6:00 pm 

Wednesday, 10/16 

¶ NO LOGOs Youth Ministry  

Friday, 10/18 

¶ Office Closed 

Upcoming Events 

Sunday 10/20 

¶ Worship led by Pastor Sara Mac-
Gilvra-Branom in person and live 
stream 9:30 am 

¶ Adult Forum Book Study in the Fel-
lowship Hall following worship 

¶ Electric City Chorale rehearsal 1:00 
pm 

Tuesday, 10/22 

¶ Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 
7:00 am 

¶ Menôs Breakfast in the Fellowship 
Hall 7:00 am 

Wednesday, 10/23 

¶ LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; HS 
6:30 pm 

Thursday 10/24 

¶ Electric City Chorale rehearsal 7:00 
pm 

Friday, 10/25 

¶ Office Closed 

Fellowship  

Ministries 

Preaching And Presiding at Bethel  

October 13th Jim Carlson, LMA 

October 20th Pastor Sara MacGilvra-Branom 

October 27th Dave Scholten, LMA 

November 3rd Jim Carlson, LMA 

November 10th TBD 

November 17th Pastor Jessica Crist 

November 24th Pastor Sara MacGilvra-Branom 

December 1st TBD 

December 8th Jim Carlson, LMA  

December 15th, Christmas Program and Hymn 

Sing 

mailto:dscholten1118@gmail.com

