25th Sunday after Pentecost November 7, 2024
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W celebrate the 25" Sunday after Pentecost.
We welcome and thank Jim Carlson, LMA for presiding in worship. Calendar 8

Welcome to Carrie Parker, Director Helping Hands of Great Falls
as our guest speaker.

Thank you to the Jubilate Choir led by Jeff Skogley for providing
additional music.

This Sunday is ELCA World Hunger Sunday, we will receive an ad-
ditional offering in the wicker baskets.

Ministries

Preaching and Presiding
at Bethel

Join us after worship as we continue with our Adult Forum Season
4 of The Chosen.
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Prayers of comfort and support for
Thelma Seyfert who is in the hospi-
tal for pain management and pulmo-
nary care.

Prayers of healing for Sue Cassell,
friend of Sara Sexe, as she is receiving
treatments for cancer.

Prayers of Healing for Kendra, TLC
Daycare employee, who was diag-
nosed with cancer and will begin treat-
ment.

Prayers of healing for Dick Seim who
is in Park Place receiving physical ther-
apy and preparing for surgery.

Prayers of healing for Carrie O’Bri-
en as she is in the hospital following
complications after surgery.

Prayers of healing and support for
Dylan Erickson as he recovers from
hip surgery.

Prayers of healing for Shelly Murphy
as she continues with cancer treat-
ments and to regain strength.

Prayers of healing for Shannon
Obrecht, family friend of Karen
Lord, as she manages cancer diagnosis
with complications.

(406) 761-1543

Gustavo Driau, Regional Repre-
sentative of South America, who is in
the hospital.

Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as
he continues to manage his health.

Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz as
he continues cancer treatment.

Prayers of strength in leadership for
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop
Laurie Jungling, and Associate
to the Bishop Rev. Brenda Frelsi.
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The next couple of pages of the Bethe Notes hav a lot of events that are happen-

ing around town for fundraising and awareness raising. It’s a busy time of year

and there are so many ways that we can help our community by doing God’s

Work, with our hands.

FREE CONCERT

MONDAY November 11 7:00PM
Episcopal Church of the Incarnation

600 THIRD AVENUE NORTH

The Episcopal Church of the Incaration invites you to a special concert by the Cascade Quartet.
The public is invited and there is no admission fee.
Join us for refreshments after the concert in the parish hall and meet Pastor Ryan Eikenbary.
Please bring family and friends.

Church of the Incarmation f‘;-’;T re S gfsymphony.org
Episcopal - Great Falls. MT cascodequartet.org
f P T~ z
“" 8
3 Avee /
DO A ) O O @ @
R 2 »
\/
N -
) ]
: G o R ®
| - » 7
p 2 »
- A B A ) 00D
O D DO A
D Q0D P A AD O O
\
Lt z |
o
2 " )

1009 18th Ave SW, Great Falls MT 59404 (406) 761-1543

S 3
=SATURDAY
W“ NOU€EMBER 23RD mm@n@ﬁ
2:00 PM =

oReATFALLY

$$ DONATIONS

11-3 pm on 11/23
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CRYSTAL WILL BE AT THE
TLC BLC SITE FROM 11-3 ON
SATURDAY NOV 23RD FOR
WALK INS

All donations will be donated to
one of our teachers that recently
started a battle with cancer.
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A Special Invitation:

Making It Through
The Holidays

Sunday, November 24" 2024
2:30 —4:00 p.m.

Join us for an evening Lewis and Clark Conference Room

to meet the agencies that P .
are committed to helping Benefis West Campus
the homeless 500 15t dve South

Great Falls, Montana

Entering the holiday season after the loss of a loved one has many
challenges. Our time together on November 24 offers an
opportunity to reflect and be supported in what you are
experiencing. Making it Through the Holidays is part of the Peace
Hospice Team’s commitment to be with you on this journey. We
will provide a safe environment offering you tools to cope with

this time of year more effectively.

Presented by:
Staff Members at Peace Hospice of Montana

) ) ) : Please call with questions: 455-3040
University of Providence - Student Center

1301 20th Street South

7 ;
FRAUD AWARENESS WEEK

WEBINAR SERIES

BURGERS FOR
BENEFITS

O TTIOMN MAME-
FLATHEATY TITTHER AN
BIBLE CAMP

Joining forces to educate Montanans
on the red flags of fraud.

Hear from fraud-fighting agencies on how to identify
red flags and protect your hard-edrned money.

TROY DOWNING

November 18th | 10:30 AM

DATE NOWV 17™ 2024 —h
November 20th | 5:30 PM

500 — 900 PML

PRESENT THIS TICKET AT THE
TIME YOIT ORDER AND YOITR
ORGANCZATION WILL RECEIVE
20% OF THE TOTAIL TICKET
WVALITES FOR YOUR FITDDRATSER
NIGHT. NO OTHER DISCOILITNTS
APPLY:

ADMISSION TICKET
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November 21st | 1:00 PM

Commissioner of Securities & Insurance (CSl)
Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI)
American Association of Retired Persons (AARP)
Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP)

REGISTRATION & ADDITIONAL DETAILS COMING SOON!
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Helping Hands Food Pantry

Helping Hands is the 40+ year old ministry of First English Lutheran

Church. Born out of the Christian ideals of loving your neighbor, the extrava-
gant love of Christ, and gospel love. It now becomes our joy and duty to honor
the hopes, dreams and prayers of all those brothers and sisters in Christ who
have prayed, sang, and learned about God’s messages of peace, mercy, grace,
and love. Our responsibility for caring for the “least of these”, reminding us

we may ever be “entertaining angels unawares”, and that we are the “hands and feet of

Christ”. Having said that, we do NOT proselytize to our guests, recognizing that for many church
has not been a welcoming space, that we all come from many different faith backgrounds—or none
at all, and that it is our job to model Love.

I 4+

e
HELPING HANDS

FOOD PANTRY

It is with this reverence, joy, and humility that we recognize our accomplishments as a minis-

try. Originally created about 40 years ago to help a few struggling congregation members, we hit our
record high number served of 438 guests in one day last November. In 2023 we distribut-

ed 69,499 pounds of food. THAT IS ALMOST 35 TONS. In 2023 we filled approximate-

ly 12,500 bellies. We could not do this without the support of the community and especially our Lu-
theran sisters and brothers.

On that note, Helping Hands is one of the only helping agencies in town that does not require vouch-
ers. Why? Because we know how hard it is for some people to ask for help. Because we know that
we serve many folks with mental illness and physical disabilities. Because we know how hard it is
for some people to have their paperwork together, to get an ID, to make an appointment. Because
we know that with the current economy, many people struggle to feed their families even though they
may not officially be living “in poverty”. We would rather “accidentally” feed a few people who maybe
aren’t in desperate straits than NOT FEED SOMEONE WHO IS HUNGRY.

If Helping Hands is going to continue to be the change
for good, we all want to see in the world, we will need to

encourage one another to be involved. Namely, we
need people and money. We need people to volunteer
for all sorts of things-- serve guests, accept/offload/and
shelve our groceries from the food bank, sort and refrig-
erate produce, occasional yard work or groundskeep-
ing—there are so many things that go into a minis-

try. We've learned that the volunteers are “fed” as
much as our guests. We have a beautiful family of
folks caring for our neighbors and caring for one anoth-
er, we now need to grow and expand that family and
share these miracles with others. We spend from $800
to over $1200 each WEEK on food alone. Please con-
sider making an on-going, monthly pledge to Helping
Hands. Without the support of our brothers and sisters
in Christ, the ministry will not be sustainable.

Carrie Parker, Director Helping Hands

1009 18th Ave SW, Great Falls MT 59404 (406) 761-1543
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GREAT FALLS, MT
Help Helping Hands raise $7500 by the

end of November and Town Pump will
match dollar for dollar. Donations can
be made directly to Helping Hands of
Great Falls or you may donate to Help-
ing Hands through your Bethel Giving
(please note that it is for Helping Hands)
and we will make sure the donations get
passed along to them.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE

God’s Generosity Brings New Life

As we cross a busy street, a stranger’s cry of “WATCH
OUT!” will certainly send our heart racing. Such an outburst
may not be what we expect to hear, but it is the warning
needed for us to get out of the way of an approaching threat. Jesus catches our atten-
tion with a similar word today: “"Beware.” Beware the violence of a system that devours
widows’ houses while hiding behind prayers and piety; there is danger here! But this is
not the only relationship Jesus urges his followers to pay attention to today. He also in-
vites them to be aware of how one widow in their community is responding: she gives—
and gives generously. What might that mean for us?

God gives generously too. We often talk about God’s generosity being rooted in God’s
love for us. From the moment we were baptized, we have been reminded of such love
that goes with us through death and into the new life God brings. This love takes seri-
ously all the things that tear apart our lives and world—and pays attention to where
healing and repair might take hold.

God is always rooting for us, and we trust that Christ’s resurrection life will bring us
through hardships when death has done its worst. What a gift it is to be gathered into
the worshiping community week after week, to again be centered around Christ’s table
and its generous promises of grace that renew us and make us whole: “The body of
Christ, given for you; the blood of Christ, shed for you.” This is generosity! This is new
life!

Yet we do not stay at the table. We are sent from it, together. Where do we go from
here? Where might we share such grace and love this week? Perhaps not only “"Beware
but also “"Be aware” are our invitations to generosity as Jesus draws our attention to all
the important relationships around us.

”

From sundaysandseasons.com
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

December 15th after worship, we will have our
second annual Christmas Market fundraiser for
Vacation Bible School Day Camp 2025!

géhmms

If you are a crafter or baker we would love your
donation for this event.

Please let Terry Korpela know what you would like to donate.
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Welcome to worship. Make coin rubbings in this The Giving Game
offering basket. Place coins under this page. Use a L

crayon or pencil to rub over the paper covering the
coins. Try different sides of the coins. What designs

can you make? Place your coins in the offering today.

Take turns with a partner connecting two dots with
a straight line. If your line completes a box, give it
to your partner by putting her or his initials in the
box. When all boxes are filled, count how many
boxes you have given to your partner. Giving is
always a winning action!

This week

Collect coins for next week’ offering.

We thank God for our gifts Using our gifts

Mark 12:38-44 Draw yourself in the outline below. Your wonderfully
Finish this prayer below by tracing the words. Draw some created body is a gift from God. How can you use

of God daily gifts around the prayer. your gifts to praise God? How can you use them to

serve others?
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monday 11/11

o Veteran’s Day, Bethel Office Closed
Tuesday, 11/12

o Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am

e Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00
am

Wednesday, 11/13

o LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; High School
LOGOs 6:30 pm

Thursday 11/14

o Electric City Chorale rehearsal 7:00 pm
Friday, 11/15

o Office Closed

Saturday, 11/16

o Celebration of Life Anna Mae Gomke, pri-
vate family worship.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday 11/17

e Worship led by Pastor Jessica Crist in per-
son and online 9:30 am

e Adult Forum The Chose Season 4 in the Fel-
lowship Hall after worship

e Boy Scouts meet at 5:30 pm
Tuesday, 11/19
« Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am

« Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00
am

o Council Board meeting in the Fellowship Hall
6:30 pm

Wednesday, 11/20

e LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; High School
6:30 pm

Thursday 11/21

e Hope Circle in the Fellowship Hall 2:00 pm
Friday, 11/22

o Office Closed

(406) 761-1543

Fellowship Ministries

Electric City Bible Study—online

What a great way to connect with one another!
Join our bible study via Zoom, Tuesday mornings
at 7:00 am. Contact Laurie Turner at
lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to join the
meeting.

Men’s Breakfast

Join us for a fun and engaging conversation,
and insightful discussion of each week’s lec-
tionary texts as we meet in the Fellowship
Hall Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am. Contact
Dave Scholten at dscholten1118@gmail.com for
more information.

Hope Circle—in person
This group meets once a month usually on

Tuesday or Thursday afternoons. Bible study
and fellowship are celebrated with this group
of ladies. Contact Terry Korpela to be on the
group email for meetings and prayer
requests terry.korpela@gmail.com.

Next meeting November 21st, 2:00 pm at
Bethel Fellowship Hall

Preaching And Presiding at Bethel

November 10th Jim Carlson, LMA presiding;
Carrie Parker, Guest Speaker

November 17th Pastor Jessica Crist

November 24th Pastor Sara MacGilvra-
Branom

December 1st Pastor Jessica Crist

December 8th Jim Carlson, LMA

December 15th, Christmas Program and
Hymn Sing

December 22nd Dave Scholten, LMA
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