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Serving This Sunday  

Accompanist 

Lynn Ryan,  Piano 

Lay Assistant 

Brian Boucher 

Readers 

Anna and  Brian Boucher,  

Sammy Seidel,  

Sidney and Sierra Rio,  

Charley Goroski,  

Kendall and Kari Ryan,  

Jackson Duff,  

Tesher Johnson,  

Cailyn Chadbourne, 

Ellie Kosanda, 

Elle Gustafson 

Usher 

Sidney Rio 

Kendall Ryan 

Acolyte 

Jackson Duff 

Tech 

Gabe Smith 

Projection 

TBD 

Children’s Church 

Tyler Grosenick 

Claire Woods 

Hospitality 

Tamy Scholten 

Counters 

Greg Grosenick 

Tammy Good 

Join us at 9:30 AM  in person 
or livestream at betheltmt.org 

We celebrate First Sunday of Advent. 

We welcome and thank Pastor Jessica 
Crist for leading worship for us today. Also 
thank you to our LOGOs Youth for assisting 
her this morning. 

Adult Forum The Chosen season 4 contin-
ues after worship in the Pastor’s office. 

This Sunday 

Readings: 

First Reading:  
Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Psalm: 
Psalm 23:1-10 

Second Reading: 
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

Gospel: 
Luke 21:25-36 
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 Prayers of healing for Carol Ann, Marilyn 

Carlson’s sister, as she recovers from surgery 

and determines future treatment. 

 Prayers of healing for Lynn Ryan’s moth-

er, who is having a double lung transplant. 

 Prayers of healing for Mary Lou Norbie as 

she recovers from eye surgery. 

 Prayers healing for Maddie and support for 

her family, she is the daughter of a friend of 

Lindsey Turner Johnson’s, who is having sur-

gery.  

 Prayers of healing for Shelly Murphy as she 

continues with cancer treatments and is do-

ing well. 

 Prayers of healing for Sue Cassell, friend of 

Sara Sexe, as she is receiving treatments for 

cancer. 

 Prayers of Healing for Kendra, TLC Day-

care employee, who was diagnosed with can-

cer and will begin treatment.  

 Prayers of healing for Dick Seim who is in 

Park Place receiving physical therapy and 

preparing for surgery. 

 Prayers of healing  for  Carrie O’Brien as 

she is in the hospital following complications 

after surgery. 

 Prayers of healing and support for Dylan Er-

ickson as he recovers from hip surgery. 

 

 Prayers of healing for Shannon Obrecht, 

family friend of Karen Lord, as she manages 

cancer diagnosis with complications. 

 Gustavo Driau, Regional Representative of 

South America, who is in the hospital. 

 Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he con-

tinues to manage his health.  

 Prayers of   healing for Ed Pottratz as he 

continues cancer treatment. 

 

2025 Daily Texts 
are now available 
in the Narthex.  
You can make a 
donation to cover 
the cost if you 
wish, but is not 
expected. 

2025 Advent Devo-
tionals  are now avail-
able in the Narthex.  
If you would like one 
mailed to you, call 
the Bethel Office 406-
761-1543 or email 
bethelgf.church@gm
ail.com 
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Our Good Gifts Giving Tree is back this year!  The tree is located in the Narthex as you en-

ter the church.  To participate in the Giving Tree follow these simple instructions: 

 Select one or more ornaments from the tree and write your name on the back. 

 Write a check or insert cash for the total amount of your donation. 

 Pick up an envelop from the table in the Narthex that are marked for Good Gifts.  

 Put the cash or check and the ornaments in the envelop and place in the offering tray. 

 We will have an online option for those who wish to pay with a credit or debit card 

through our website.  

Your ornaments will be displayed on our Giving Wall throughout Advent. 

Please reach out to Tami in the Bethel Office with any questions. 

Thank You to Our Decorating Elves! 
We wanted to say thank you to all who stayed after worship on 
Sunday to get the church ready for Christmas.  Setting up and dec-
orating 4 trees, the beautiful Crèche and myriad of holiday accou-
trements!   

A special thank you to those who helped with 
cleaning the burgundy and taupe curtains in 
the Gathering Place, especially Mathias Pe-
pos and Warren Johnson.  Also, thank you to 
Patty Braget and Randy Gilbertson for get-
ting the lift and getting it set up. 

The Church looks beautiful and it could not 
have been done without all of your help! 
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Reception Help Needed 

Thelma Seyfert’s (Tami’s mom) service will be 

Saturday December 14th at 2:00 p.m. with a re-

ception following.  

If you would like to help set up for the reception 

on Friday 12/13 at 4:00 p.m. please let Terry 

Korpela know or sign up on the signup sheet in 

the narthex.  

There will also be a sign up to bring desserts, 

fruit plates, and crackers. The church will pro-

vide the charcuterie boards of cheeses. 

If you would like to help serve and/or be on 

cleanup that also would be appreciated.  

Thanks everyone for volunteering your help and 

your support for Tami and our Bethel family. 

God Bless 

Terry Korpela 

Bethel Voting Members 
Mark Your Calendars 

The Call Committee has made a recommen-

dation to the Council for our new pastor.  

We will be sending out a biography for this 

candidate soon as well as a link for a pod-

cast that will give you more information 

very soon.   

It may seem like we are putting the cart be-

fore the horse not releasing the information 

prior to our announcing the meeting, how-

ever to be in compliance with our constitu-

tion we must give 30 days notice for a vot-

ers’ meeting.   In order to be as expedient as 

we can and giving our candidate the oppor-

tunity to manage things in their end.  This 

also gives you ample time to review the bi-

ography and podcast. 

Our meeting to vote on this candidate will 

be December 22, 2024 and will be a 

combined in person and Zoom for those vot-

ers who wish to attend, but due to the holi-

days will not be in town.  The meeting will 

be held following our worship service and 

we expect to begin the meeting at 10:45 

am. 

You may let the Council know if you have 

any questions .  If you are not a voting mem-

ber and would like to become one before 

this meeting, please let Tami know in the 

Bethel Office. 



 

1009 18th Ave SW, Great Falls MT 59404          (406) 761-1543          www.bethelmt.org/bethelgf.church@gmail.com            5 

December 15th after worship, we will have our second annual 

Christmas Market fundraiser for Vacation Bible School Day 

Camp 2025! 

If you are a crafter or baker we would love your donation for this 

event.   

Please let Terry Korpela know what you would like to donate. 

Cold Weather Gear Drive for Helping Hands of Great Falls 

During Advent we are taking a collection of cold weather gear for Helping Hands, can be new 

or gently used.  Items include, but not limited to: 

• Hats, gloves, scarves 
• Snow boots or other warm boots/shoes 
• Long johns or leggings 
• Coats  
• Blankets/sleeping bags 
• Snow pants or lined pants 

We have a collection box in the Narthex under the Bethel Office 

window and we will be delivering items weekly.   
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Real Worries, Real Hope 

“Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.” 

With these words, often invoked at the table of holy com-

munion, the church proclaims “the mystery of faith” (ELW, 

p. 110). At communion, we remember the good story of Je-

sus’ death and resurrection. But there is more! We also look 

forward to a time yet to be. 

Thoughts of the future can inspire hopefulness for the promise of good things to come. 

Yet looking ahead can also conjure worries about what we do not know, or a sense of 

foreboding about what is out of our control. It’s hard not to hear in Jesus’ references to 

nature a warning about the dramatic effects of climate change. We inhabit a world in 

which ordinary signs that used to reliably mark the change of seasons are shifting. So 

when he talks about the trees sprouting leaves as a sure sign that summer is near, the 

image may leave us unsettled. In recent times, trees in some places have started bud-

ding when meteorological spring and summer are still months away. How will the trees 

respond when frost comes again? How is the church to respond in times such as these? 

Will the fig tree bloom on time this year? 

Jesus’ parable of the fig tree comes smack-dab in the middle of some very disturbing 

news. Jesus offers an image of hope amid circumstances that seem all but hopeless. He 

talks of new growth even while what is old and familiar is passing away. Much like Je-

sus’ parable, the season of Advent invites the church to hold together these multiple, 

seemingly contradictory realities. We are called to rise up with courage and hope as we 

anticipate Jesus coming to us, without ignoring the weight of the world or neglecting 

our very real concerns. Jesus gathers us to the table where we remember his death but 

also his resurrection, where we pray for the world and also anticipate God’s redemption 

of all things. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com  
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Electric City Bible Study—online  
What a great way to connect with one another!  
Join our bible study via Zoom, Tuesday mornings 
at 7:00 am.  Contact Laurie Turner at 
lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to join the 
meeting. 
 

Men’s Breakfast  
Join us for a fun and engaging conversation, 
and insightful discussion of each week’s lec-
tionary texts as we meet in the Fellowship 
Hall Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am.  Contact 
Dave Scholten at dscholten1118@gmail.com for 
more information.        
 

Hope Circle—in person  
This group meets once a month usually on 

Tuesday or Thursday afternoons.  Bible study 

and fellowship are celebrated with this group 

of ladies.  Contact Terry Korpela to be on the 

group email for meetings and prayer 

requests terry.korpela@gmail.com.   

Next meeting December  

Calendar of Events 
Tuesday, 12/3 

• Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am 

• NO Men’s Breakfast  

Wednesday, 12/4 

• LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; HS 6:30 pm 

Thursday 12/5 

• Exec Board meeting in the Fellowship Hall 
6:30 pm 

Friday, 12/6 

• Office Closed 

• Aitz Chaim Friday worship 6:00 pm 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday 12/8 

• Worship led by Jim Carlson, LMA in person 
and live stream 9:30 am 

• World Hunger Sunday 

• Jubilate Choir will sing 

•  Adult Forum The Chosen season 4 contin-
ues 

Tuesday, 12/10 

• Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am 

• Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 
am 

• Budget Committee Meeting in the Fellowship 
Hall 5:00 pm 

• Council meeting in the Fellowship Hall 6:30 
pm 

Wednesday, 12/11 

• LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; HS 6:30 pm 

Friday, 12/13 

• Office Closed 

Saturday 12/14 

• 9:30 am LOGOs Christmas Program Re-
hearsal 

• Celebration of Life Thelma Seyfert 2:00 pm; 
Reception in the Gathering Place to follow 

Fellowship Ministries 

Preaching And Presiding at Bethel  

December 1st Pastor Jessica Crist 

December 8th Jim Carlson, LMA  

December 15th, Christmas Program and 

       Hymn Sing 

December 22nd Dave Scholten, LMA 

December 24th Pastor Jessica Crist 

December 29th Dave Scholten, LMA 

January 5, 2025 Jim Carlson, LMA 

mailto:dscholten1118@gmail.com

