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THIS SUNDAY  AT BETHEL... 

We celebrate Christ the King. 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall following worship as we continue 

our Adult Education on the first season of The Chosen. 

Stay after worship to help decorate the church with Christmas 

cheer! 
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Serving This Sunday 

Musicians: 

Mary Seim,  piano 

Lay Assistant: 

Chris Gleason 

Usher: 

Sara Sexe  

Patty Braget 

Tech:  

Gabe Smith  

Children’s Church: 

Taylah Jaques 

Hailey Marr 

Counters: 

Patty Braget  

Sara Sexe 

Hospitality: 

Sandy Pepos 

Sunday, November 26,  2023 

Christ the King Sunday 

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is 
Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, the faithful 
are those who served Christ by ministering to those 
who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the 
first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, 
weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We 
gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his 
victory over death, yet we await the consummation of 
all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our 
merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known 
in our loving words and deeds. 

First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

Psalm 95:1-7a 

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23 

Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46 

Join us  Sunday 9:30  AM in person or online at bethelmt.org 



 

Bethel Lutheran Church    1009 18th Ave SW   Great Falls, MT 59404     (406)761-1543     www.bethelmt.org     bethelgf.church@gmal.com                  Page 2 

 Prayers of healing and answers for Anna 

Boucher as they determine a cause and 

treatment for seizures. 

 Prayers of healing and support for Diane 

Young, Sandy Pepos’ aunt, recovering at 

home after a stroke. 

 Prayers of healing for Renate Weldele, 

Christy Virts’ mother, who is home recov-

ering after a recent hospitalization. 

 Prayers of healing for Georgia Miller, 

cousin of Amber Erickson’s, as she has 

been diagnosed with aggressive breast 

cancer. 

 Prayers of continued healing for Travis 

Cushman his response to cancer treat-

ment has been positive, however some 

complications has developed as a result of 

the treatment. 

 Prayers of healing for Tim Olson, who is 

undergoing medical testing and awaiting 

results. 

 Prayers of healing for John Korpela who 

is home recovering from a recent hospitali-

zation. 

 Prayers of healing for Eric Peterson, for-

mer Bethel member, who has been going 

through cancer treatment and has experi-

enced a set back with his diagnosis.  

 Prayers of healing for Anita Short, Thel-

ma Seyfert’s niece, as she rehabbing in 

the hospital from a bilateral brain hemato-

ma. 

 Prayers of support for Kathi Bisgard who 

is recovering at home from surgery. 

 Prayers of healing for Harper Spurzem, 8 

year old student at Ulm School, receiving 

chemotherapy treatment for Hodgkin's 

Lymphoma. 

 Prayers of healing for Dick Seim who 

home recovering from a recent hospitali-

zation. 

 Prayers of support and comfort for Pastor 

Jessie and Jade as they mourn the loss 

of their precious baby boy, Kai Wilder 

Metzler. 

 Prayers of healing for Kristin, Bobbie 

Bowen’s daughter, as she is manages a 

cancer diagnosis. 

 Prayers of support for Caleb Pottratz who 

is struggling with depression. 

 Prayers of healing for Lynn Klaasen, sis-

ter of Jan Robitaille, receiving treatment 

for cancer. 

 Prayers of healing for Lindy Coon, sister 

of former Bethel member Laura (Wandke) 

Overturf, as she continues to slowly make 

progress as she recovers from a serious 

injury after a fall. 

 Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he 

continues to manage his health.  

 Prayers of strength in leadership for Gus-

tavo Driau, Regional Representative   of 

South America. 

 Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz as he 

continues cancer treatment. 

 

Requesting Your Prayers 
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Christmas Bazar Fundraiser December 10th  

Looking for crafters and bakers to donate items for our Holiday Bazar 

after worship on December 10th.  This is a fundraiser for VBS 2024.  

For more information talk with Laurie Turner or Tami Grosenick. 

2024 Daily Texts are available in the Narthex.   

Please take a copy for free.  If you would like 

to pick up additional copies, a suggested 

donation of $10.00 per copy is appreciated to 

help cover the cost of the text, but it is NOT 

expected. 

2024 Sign Ups are in 

the Books!! 

Altar  
Flowers 

 

Hospitality 

 

Usher 

and 

Greeter  

Signup sheets for 

2024 are in the   

binders in                

the Narthex.   
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Bethel Church Council met in person 

on Tuesday, November 14, 2023.  

Here are some highlights from that 

meeting. 

 

• Tami and Colter are working with 

Eric Dunn on our sound system, 

improving internet live stream, and 

our internal sound. It will be good to 

have these issues resolved! 

• The property committee has been 

busy on the following projects: 

 The old chairs from the 

sanctuary have been sorted 

and 75 are kept for the Fel-

lowship Hall, 20 were given 

to TLC Daycare, 51 have 

been donated to Central 

Christian, and the rest that were damaged or dangerous are being taken to the dump. 

  The new pavement along the TLC parking lot is also done. The garbage cans have 

been moved to the 17th Avenue so that the weight of the garbage truck will not be driv-

ing over the new drive and damage it. 

• Thanks to the Property Management Committee for all their hard work.  

The November 5th potluck was a great success, thanks to Mission Endowment and to all who 

contributed and all who attended.  

• Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year.  The worship schedule was discussed and decided 

to be the following: 

 No Sunday morning service 

 Christmas Eve services at 3:00 pm and 5:00 pm, this will be our traditional candlelight 

and communion service, held in the sanctuary 

 No Christmas morning service 

• Council has been working on updating our Constitution and Bylaws, using the Synod's model 

constitution as a guide. These updates will have to be approved by the Synod before we share 

them with the congregation, then hopefully we’ll vote on this at the annual meeting. Many 

Council policies were consolidated into Continuing Resolutions and updates were made to the 

Personnel Handbook, which do not require congregational approval. These were both ap-

proved by unanimous vote.  

Next Council meeting December 12th, 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

Respectfully submitted by Laurie Turner, Bethel Council Secretary.   
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

November 26, 2023      

Christ the King Sunday 

The Coming Kingdom 

Jesus’ vision of glory is really a humble one. His kingly activity is not 

concerned with parading around royally, or associating with the pow-

erful or wealthy, or affiliating himself with military might and authority. 

The pronouncements made from his throne are not ones issued for 

the sake of protecting his own power. Instead, he is concerned with 

one question in particular: How do the vulnerable fare? 

As we celebrate Christ the King at the end of another church year, 

we are challenged to see an expression of political power that is far 

different from that which makes our governments tick. Jesus welcomes his followers into an alter-

native way of life, one that puts love of neighbor at the center of our daily actions. 

To get a sense of how the vulnerable have fared on our watch, we could look at our national and 

local budgets, government policies, advocacy efforts, social interactions, even our charitable con-

tributions. At the heart of Jesus’ teaching is an invitation to see one’s neighbor with renewed vi-

sion. There is an expectation when honoring Jesus’ sovereignty that our attention turn outward, 

away from ourselves. Similarly, the celebration of the Lord’s supper redirects our attention toward 

Christ and our neighbor. 

When we receive the meal, we are not coming forward for a private snack. Instead, we come as 

people who are shaped by this gift of God. In this gift Christ himself reminds us of the common 

need we have, and as we partake in the meal, we are invited to see it as a central expression of 

Christ’s reign. In so doing, our idea of neighbor expands and we rehearse an economy that God 

desires, one in which vulnerable people matter. We share this meal with God’s family throughout 

history and around the world. And this is how the kingdom comes. 

 From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

The 1st Monday Night Quilters will meet Monday, December 4, 2023, 6-8 p.m. at New Hope Lutheran 

Church, 3125 5th Ave. So.  Please use the alley entrance. 

       All the quilts we made this past year were picked up Nov. 20 and taken to Lutheran World Relief 

in Minneapolis and to be packed into bales of 30-35 each.  When the need arises, these bales are 

loaded onto shipping containers.  Last year 220,000 quilts traveled to 19 countries. 

       Come join us December 4, 6 p.m. for 2 hours of quilting and conversation.  If you have questions 

or want to help at home,  call 406-799-0100. 
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Just for YOUth 

Jesus, you 
are amazing. 

Amen 

This Week…
Prepare your 
hearts and 
homes for 

Advent. Slow 
down and 

enjoy a quiet 
wait for 

Christmas. 
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Fellowship  

Ministries 

Electric City Bible Study—online  
What a great way to connect with one an-
other!  Join our bible study via Zoom, 
Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am.  Contact 
Laurie Turner at lolli51gus@icloud.com for 
a link to join the meeting. 
 

Men’s Breakfast  
Join us for a fun and engaging conver-
sation, and insightful discussion of 
each week’s lectionary texts as we 
meet in the Fellowship Hall Tuesday 
mornings at 7:00 am.  Contact Dave 
Scholten at dschol-
ten@dlsconsulting.net for more infor-
mation.        
 

Hope Circle—in person  
This group meets once a month usually 
on Thursday evenings.  Bible study and 
fellowship are celebrated with this 
group of ladies.  Contact Terry Korpela 
to be on the group email for meetings 
and prayer requests 
terry.korpela@gmail.com.   

December  
 

Weekly Text Study  
 with Pastor Jessie 
Wednesdays, 10:00 am via Zoom, Pas-
tor Jessie will be leading discussion on 
the text readings for the upcoming 
Sunday.  Dig deeper in the interpreta-
tion of the readings and discuss ways 
they give us guidance in our daily lives.  
If you would like to join this meeting, 
email bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com to 
be added to the mailing list. 

Calendar of Events 
Tuesday 11/28 

• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00 am 

• Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am 

Wednesday 11/29 

• Bible Study on Zoom led by Udo Wozny 

• LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; High School LOGOs 6:30 
pm 

Friday 12/1 

• Bethel office is closed. 

• Aitz Chaim Friday worship 6:00 pm 

Saturday 12/2 

• Hope Circle Christmas Party at Jim and Marilyn Carlson’s 
2:00 pm 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday 12/3 

• Worship led by Pastor Jessie Obrecht in-person and live 
stream 9:30 am  

• Guest Speaker Carrie Parker from Helping Hands 

Tuesday 12/5 

• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00 am 

• Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am 

Wednesday 12/6 

• Bible Study on Zoom led by Pastor Jessie 

• LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; High School LOGOs 6:30 
pm 

Thursday 12/7 

• Exec Board Zoom Meeting 5:30 pm 

Friday 12/8 

• Bethel office is closed. 

Friday 12/9 

• LOGOs Youth Christmas Program rehearsal 9:00 am 

• Aitz Chaim Hanukkah Party in the Fellowship Hall 6:00 pm 

Pastor Jessie Obrecht Contact information     Email: bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com     Phone: 406-761-1543 ext. 202 


