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Sunday Worship 9:30 am in person and livestream at bethelmt.org 

May 8, 2025                 Fourth Sunday after Easter 

This Sunday at Bethel… 
 
We celebrate Fourth Sunday in Easter. 

Happy Mother’s Day to all the beautiful 
women in our lives who make the world a 
better place.  

We lift up ELCA World Hunger and re-
ceive an additional offering in the wicker 
baskets. 

Adult Forum Book Study, The Invitation-
al Christian resumes at 11:00 am in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Thank You Bethel! 
Our IELB Youth 
Ministry Program 
campaign was a 
great success, rais-
ing $4545.03! To 
rewatch the video 
they sent, scan this 
QR Code.  
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Readings: 
First Reading: Acts 9:36-43 

Second Reading: 

    Revelation 7:9-17 

Gospels:  

  John 10:22-30 

Serving  
This Sunday 

Accompanist 
Lynn Ryan 
Lay Assistant 
Randy Gilbertson 
Usher(s) 
Bob and Mary Lou 
Norbie 
Worship Tech 
Gabe Smith 
Children’s Church 
Addi  Carlson 
Hailey Marr 
Counters 
Pam Dougherty 
Randy Gilbertson 
Hospitality 
Laurie Turner 
Terry Korpela 
Altar Guild 
Sue Hesse 
Jane Mart 
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 Prayers for a successful heart procedure for 
Jeanne Rankin scheduled for next Tuesday. 

 Prayers of  comfort and support for Joe    
Baumgardner as has been placed in Hospice 
care and for Sonja as she supports him. 

 Prayers of healing for Eileen Bazant as she 
recovers after a fall. 

 Prayers of healing for Gordon Lord as he heals  
after surgery. 

 Prayers of healing for Bishop Laurie Jungling 
as she recovers from surgery and is doing well.  

 Prayers of healing for Connie Byers-Smith, 
owner of Herman’s Flowers as she recovers 
from a stroke. 

 Prayer of healing for Faith Crouch,          
granddaughter of Bernice Johnson, as she resolves 
migraine headaches. 

 Prayers of healing for Allison, daughter of Jeanne 
and Jon Price as she manages severe headaches. 

 Prayers of growth and strength for Sutton 
Crawford, daughter of Jimmy and Danielle, 
Patty Braget’s daughter, in NICU due to premature 
birth. 

 Prayers of healing for Ellen Stevens, sister of 
Sue Hesse, recovers from surgery. 

 Prayers of healing for Jasper, family friend of Sara 
Graft, as he receives treatment for aggressive 
cancer. 

 Prayers of healing for Marge Johnston, Jenny 
Woods’ mother, going through cancer treatment. 

 Prayers of healing for Steve Cowan, as he    
recovers from a stroke and his wife Denise as 
she cares for him. 

 Prayers of healing for Bob Underhill, Sue 
Hesse’s bother in law, diagnosed with brain lesions 
and determining treatment. 

 Prayers of healing for Dennis McCarty      
continuing with rehab. 

 Prayers of healing for Sue Cassell, friend of Sara 
Sexe, as she is receiving treatments for cancer. 

 Gustavo Driau, as he continues to recover  
after a long illness. 

 Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he       
continues to manage his health.  

 Prayers of   healing for Ed Pottratz as he    
continues cancer treatment. 
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Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

The seven Sundays in the Easter season include constant reminders of 

new life.  Beginning with the resurrection of our Christ and continuing 

with appearances of this Risen Jesus, we see and hear and experience 

the presence of Jesus with us.  We experience Jesusô presence in      

worship through a remembrance of Baptism, through the proclaimed 

Word (spoken and sung), and through the sacrament of                         

Holy Communion.  We experience Jesusô presence outside worship in 

the smiles and hugs of friends and neighbors, through caring neighbors 

in community, and through justice and peace in the world.  What does 

your new life in Christ look like? 

Easter Sunday we heard Psalm 118:24 - This is the day that the Lord has made; let us       

rejoice and be glad in it. Each day we have an opportunity to experience this new life in 

Christ.  Each new day is a gift and we choose what to do with it.   

Martin Luther asks of the sacrament of Holy Baptism in his small catechism, ñWhat then is 

the significance of such a baptism with water?  It signifies that the old person in us with all 

sins and evil desires is to be drowned and die through daily sorrow for sin and through      

repentance, and on the other hand that daily a new person is to come forth and rise up to 

live before God in righteousness and purity forever.ò 

St. Paul says in Romans 6, ñWe were buried with Christ through baptism into death, so that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk 

in newness of life.ò 

The remembrance of our baptism is a daily practice.  When we repent, when we turn from 

our sinful  habits and replace those practices with new habits, we live in a new way.  This  is 

what new life in Christ looks like - changed habits and behaviors in which we discover the 

person God created.  This is the day that the Lord has made.  I can choose to dwell in the 

struggles and sadness and chaos and  criticism, or I can choose to rejoice and be thankful for 

the gifts I have been given.  I have been given another day to breathe, to hope, and to love.  I 

might need to splash some water on my face and make the sign of the cross on my forehead 

as a reminder of Godôs promise that I am forgiven and I am loved.   Because of Godôs love 

and grace, I can rejoice.  Will you join me?  This is the day that the Lord has made; let us 

rejoice and be glad in it.  

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
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Updating the Bethel 

Directory 
Next opportunity to get your pictures  

taken by Erica Sexe is May 25th         

following worship. 

If you would like to update your contact 

information, forms are available in the 

Narthex or let the Bethel Office know 

and an online link will be emailed to you. 

Dear Bethel, Brothers and sisters, 

We have reached and even exceeded our      

fundraising goal for youth, education, and  

gatherings for our companion Lutheran Church 

in Bolivia! As you know some in our church, 

wanted to know how we could bless them.    

After receiving approval from the Council and 

many communications with the ELCA, staff and 

others, a video call was arranged. The church 

leaders expressed a desire for funds to build 

up the youth in the church through education 

and youth    gatherings. 

Thank you Bethel for your generous gifts! With 

this gift offering go our prayers for God to bless 

and multiply the fruit to build His kingdom to the 

praise of His glory! 

Colleen Walker-Nelson  
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Congratulations to our confirmands!  

What a beautiful celebration of you 

and your faith.  Thank you to Redeemer 

Lutheran Church, all who brought food 

to the potluck, Kelsey Johnson, Judy 

Johnson, and Patty Braget for setting 

up and serving, all who helped set up 

tables for the potluck, Sharon Mueller 

for the Confirmation stolls, April Smith 

for the boutonnieres, Erica Sexe for 

taking beautiful pictures, Cheryl Lave-

son and Warren Johnson for assisting in 

worship, Jim Carlson and Warren John-

son for teaching class these past two 

years, Rev. Will Rima and Rev. Dawn 

Busch for collaborating on a beautiful 

worship service, and all who attended 

to celebrate these amazing young peo-

ple.  We are so very blessed to have 

such and amazing faith community! 

Back row: Warren Johnson, Rev. Dawn Busch, Rev. Will Rima 

Front row: Ali Holm, Kendall Ryan, Georgia Pike, Tyler Swartz, 

Kolton Kupfner, Olivia Hoven (not pictured Tenley Hastings) 
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All Your Answers Questioned 

Some years ago, a class from the Lutheran School of Theology 

at Chicago had T-shirts made with the slogan ñLSTC: The place 

to get all your answers questioned.ò What does it mean to advo-

cate questioning at a seminary? Shouldnôt the church train leaders to provide answers? 

It is a common assumption that we achieve right faith by coming to a correct interpre-

tation of divine things. Indeed, many people of faith are ready and willing to provide 

that correct interpretation. But faith is more than a set of propositions. It is a relation-

ship of trust with the living Lord. 

For his part, Jesus tends to resist easy answers. ñHow long will you keep us in sus-

pense?ò his interrogators ask in todayôs gospel reading from John. ñIf you are the Mes-

siah, tell us plainlyò (10:24). But Jesusô reply is hardly straightforward: ñI have told 

you, and you do not believe, . . . because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep 

hear my voice. I know them, and they follow meò (10:25-27). 

We may crave clarity, but faith is not always clear-cut. It is filled with subtlety, ambi-

guity, tension. Even as God desires abundant life for us, God also calls us to lay down 

our lives for each other. The gospel encompasses both suffering and hope, death and 

new life. The Son of Man comes not to be served but to serve, to shepherd. 

These truths are hard to ñtell plainly.ò That is not to say we should not seek under-

standing in the life of faith. But faith also means having our answers questioned, allow-

ing God to renew our minds for the sake of our relationship with Christ who claims us 

for himself. After all, the gift and challenge of discipleship is not to come to indisputa-

ble conclusions about God, but to follow our Shepherd on the way. 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright É 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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This Week 
Tuesday 5/13 

Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00 am 

Menôs Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am 

Council Meeting in the Fellowship Hall 6:30 pm 

Thursday 5/15 

Pastor Dawn out of the office until May 20
th
. 

Friday 5/16 

Bethel office is closed. 

TLC Spring Concert in the sanctuary 5:30 pm 

Next Week 
Sunday 5/18 

Worship led by Dave Scholten, LMA in person and 

online 9:30 am 

Tuesday 5/20 

Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00 am 

Menôs Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am 

Thursday 5/21 

TLC Graduation Ceremony in the sanctuary 5:30 pm 

Friday 5/22 

Bethel office is closed. 

BETHEL CHURCH CALENDAR 
Electric City Bible Study—online  
What a great way to connect with one 
another!  Join our bible study via Zoom, 
Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am.  Contact Laurie 
Turner at lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to 
join the meeting. 
 

Men’s Breakfast  
Join us for a fun and engaging 
conversation, and insightful discussion of 
each week’s lectionary texts as we meet in 
the Fellowship Hall Tuesday mornings at 
7:00 am.  Contact Dave Scholten at 
dscholten1118@gmail.com for more 
information.   
 

Hope Circle—in person  
This group meets once a month usually on 

Tuesday or Thursday afternoons.  Bible 

study and fellowship are celebrated with 

this group of ladies.  Contact Terry Korpela 

to be on the group email for meetings and 

prayer requests terry.korpela@gmail.com.   

May 8th 2:00 pm 

Terry Korpela’s Home 

Fellowship Ministries 

mailto:dscholten1118@gmail.com

