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— MATTHEW 21:9

Serving Sunday

Thank you for your service!
Accompanist

e Connie Titcomb, piano
Lay Assistant

e Randy Gilbertson
Usher

e Patty Braget
Tech

e Gabe Smith
Children’sChurch

e liz Aakre, Tyler Grosenick
Hospitality

¢ Palm Sunday Brunch
Altar Guild

e Sue Hesse, Laurie Turner
Counters

e Patty Braget, Bob Norbie

Readings
Matthew 21:1-11
Matthew
26:14—27.66

Announcements

Our Annual Palm Sunday Brunch will
take place after worship. There will be
a free will offering in support of
Vacation Bible School, donations are
always appreciated, but not expected.

(406) 761-1543
bethelmt.org

Bethel Lutheran Church

Holy Week Worship

Palm Sunday 9:30 AM
Maundy Thursday 7:00 PM
Good Friday 7:00 PM
Easter Vigil 7:00 PM

B Eoster Sunday 8:30 AM
10:30 AM

March 26, 2026



RRAYEF

NEW OR CHANGED

We surround and pray for the family and friends
of Turner Graybill with peace and comfort of the
Lord, as we grieve his passing. Assuring us of
God’s promise that nothing can separate us from
God’s love in Christ Jesus.

Prayers for Chris Gleason as he finishes the last
chapters of his thesis and prepares to defend it.
We pray for wisdom and compassion in his
writing and confidence in God's presence
throughout the process.

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THOSE

Recovering at home or in rehabilitation

Receiving medical treatment
Kathleen Rankin, Jeanne Rankin’s sister
Marcia, Sara Sexe’s cousin
Callie, friend of Julia Elkin
Ashley, friend of Ali Morris
Carol Ann, Marilyn Carlson’s sister
Doris Winter, Dena Wagner-Fossen’s Godmother

Living with chronic illness or
ongoing health concerns
Carrie O’Brien
Bob Underhill, Sue Hesse’s brother-in-law
Ed Pottratz
Alex Bostic

Care-giving loved ones
Debbie McCarty
Marilyn Carlson

We hold in prayer those in our community and beyond who are
in need of healing, strength, comfort, and peace. We trust that
God knows each story more deeply than words can express.

GELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR
Turner Graybill

We invite you to join us
in celebrating the life of
Turner Graybill.

Friday, March 27
at 1:00 PM

Bethel Lutheran Church
1009 18th Ave SW
Great Falls, MT 59404

For those unable to attend in person, the service will be

livestreamed at bethelmt.org,
Please keep Turner’s family and loved ones in your prayers as they
gather to remember and give thanks for his life.

Marj VanderAarde

Jim Carlson

Rob Kellenbeck, Dena Wagner-Fossen’s cousin
Dave Cattrell, Sandi Cummings brother
Clarice Skogley, Jeff Skogley’s mother

Dennis McCarty

Preparing for upcoming surgeries/procedures

Kelsey Johnson

Serving in the military or law enforcement

Nolan Smith, grandson of Walt and Leone Nuessle

Receiving Hospice or end-of-life care

Margery Johnsten, Jennifer Woods and Rev.
Trina Johnsten’s mother

Jane Mart

Jerry, Jeanne Rankin’s brother’s father-in-law
Rita Palmer, mother of Kristie Henry

To add or update a prayer request, please contact the Bethel Office by email or call

406-761-1543. To contact the HUGS Ministry for visitation or communion click this link or
call the Bethel Office.
Names remain on the list until we are notified of a change.


mailto:bethelgf.church@gmail.com
https://www.bethelmt.org/bethel-hugs.html

Life a1t Bethel

Serving with Heart

Last week, LOGOs participated in a service night for
The Dragonfly Project. We assembled dragonfly
keychains and cards.

The Dragonfly Project consists of volunteers who send
condolence cards carrying a message of hope to people
who are grieving. They look up names in obituaries, then
put together and mail packets out; usually 3 to 6
months after the death has occurred. Each packet
contains a condolence card, a copy of the dragonfly
story printed on the inside cover and a dragonfly
keychain.

To learn more about this project go to

) -
The Dragonfly Story

“In the bottom of an old pond lived some grubs
who could not understand why none of their
group ever came back after crawling up the
stems of the lilies to the top of the water. They
promised each other that the next one who was
called to make the upward climb would return
and tell what happened to him. Soon one of
them felt an urgent impulse to seek the surface;
he rested himself on the top of a lily pad and
went through a glorious transformation, which
made him a dragonfly with beautiful wings. In
vain he tried to keep his promise. Flying back
and forth over the pond, he peered down at his
friends below. Then he realized that even if they
could see him they would not recognize such a
radiant creature as one of their number.

The fact that we cannot see our friends or
communicate  with  them  after the
transformation, which we call death, is no proof
that they cease to exist”

e :; e /’
Shake, Rattle & Donate! Soc Hop Basket Drive LIy

For the past several years, Bethel has put together a gift basket for the Family Promise SOC HOP

fundraiser.

This year’s basket theme will be “Pamper Yourself Spa Bathroom “. We will be accepting any basket
donations, gift certificates, or cash donations to put our basket together. Suggested items might include:
bath & beauty products, towels, spa gift certificates, lotions, soaps, candles, etc.

The SOC HOP is Saturday April 25th, and we will need to have your donations at Bethel by Sunday
April 12th so we can put the basket together and deliver to Family Promise in a timely manner.

Donations can be dropped off in the Bethel Office anytime during the week or Sunday morning. Thank
you all for once again making these gift baskets such a special part of the silent auction and supporting

Family Promise.

Family Promise is looking for some volunteers to help with the SOC HOP
Tami Grosenick is looking for 5 or more people to help set up and decorate
for the event Saturday April 25" from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm - call or text
406-788-9587 or sign up on Sunday in the Narthex!


https://www.dragonflyproject.org/

Deeper Engagement

Council Meeting Highlights

The Bethel Lutheran Church Council met on March 10, 2026, with Pastor Dawn and council members present for a
full evening of updates, discussion, and planning. Pastor Dawn reported continued momentum in ministry, new
member inquiries, and visitations.

A significant portion of the meeting was devoted to a presentation from TLC regarding a proposed summer
childcare camp program for elementary-aged children. This program would meet a growing community need by
offering full-day care with structured curriculum, field trips, and expanded enrollment. Council members discussed
logistics such as space usage, safety, scheduling, and financial and insurance considerations. While supportive of the
concept, the council requested additional details—including a budget and operational plan—before making a final
decision at a future special meeting.

In other business, the council approved updated January and February meeting minutes, noting a correction to
TLC’s outstanding rent balance and repayment plan. Ministry updates included progress on Vacation Bible School,
plans for an ELCA-focused Voyagers Night, and continued work from the HUGS committee to support members
through visits and communication. Property needs were identified following a recent walkthrough, and efforts to
secure an accompanist will expand to additional networks. Planning is also underway for Bethel’s 75th anniversary
celebration, which will include historical displays, a catered meal, and opportunities for congregational
participation.

Financially, January reports reflected lower-than-expected rental and offering income, though overall expenses
remain stable.

Given the questions about the TLC Summer Camp Proposal, the Council held a special meeting on Tuesday this week
to discuss and vote. Council members reviewed projected financials and discussed how the arrangement would fit
within Bethel’s existing revenue-sharing model. Several important questions were raised, including the
completeness of expense estimates, fair compensation for use of church space, staffing and cleaning capacity, and
the potential impact on church facilities. Additional considerations included TLC’s outstanding rent balance,
uncertainty around enrollment levels, and recent news that TLC will be losing another leased location later this year.

After discussion—and with awareness of both congregational concerns and ministry opportunities—the council
voted to approve the proposal for use of the Fellowship Hall as a classroom space for the summer program. The
motion passed by a 5-3 vote. Next steps include notifying TLC of the decision so they can determine whether to
proceed, and, if so, updating the lease agreement to reflect the new arrangement and clearly define expectations for
space use.

Feel free to contact any council members with questions or concerns. You may also send correspondence to
bethelgf.council.secretary@gmail.com and I will share with the council.

Respectfully submitted by Shannon Marr, Secretary.

EBvlCE LENTEN WORSHIP

L asT S TONIGHT!
Soup Supper at 6:15 pm Worship Service at7:00 pm
CONVERSATIONS WITH JESUS: SERVICES OF WORD AND HEALING FOR LENT

This Thursday we consider John 11:1-44

Reflection Questions:
e Imagine you are Jesus, receiving the news of his friend’s illness: How do you pray when those you love suffer?
e Imagine you are Martha, confronting Jesus about his absence: When have you been angry with God?
e Imagine you are Martha, responding to Jesus: What sustains your faith in times of grief or sorrow?

Worship with us, all are welcome!


mailto:bethelgf.council.secretary@gmail.com

Upcoming Events & Invitaiions

uesd?y

Singing Bowls Sound Meditation

with Pamela Quinn, CMT, CST,
Tuesday, March 31st at 6:30 pm

No cost, come and feel the peace flow through you.
Chairs available, but we invite you to bring a pillow, blanket, zafu
cushion, whatever you would like to be comforfabl'e.

1009 18" Ave SW
— bethelmt.org
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Holy Week

Choir Retreat
2/ We Invite YOU to

sing with us!
Wednesday, April I
6:30 pm
All are welcome!

We Want Your Memories!!!
In preparation for our 75" Celebration, we

would like you to take a walk through
history. We have several bins of
scrapbooks and photo albums that are in
the Fellowship Hall. Please take some time,
whenever you liketo stop in and look
through them. Note any you would like us
to pull and share your stories. If you have
any photos at homeyou would like to
share. Contact Patty Braget or Terry
Korpela.

21 gz The Great Falls

T ol Municipal Band presents

“A Collection of the Director’s Favorites”
A Spring Concert by

THE COMMUNITY CONCERT BAND

Sunday, March 29, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.
New Hope Lutheran Church

Proudly We Hail
A Setting of Our National Anthem

by John Stafford Smith,
arr. by Brian Balmages

Silverado by Bruce Broughton
arr. by Randol Bass

Emblem of Unity Concert March ......ooeeeereennee. ... by J.J. Richards
edlred by Jamzs Swearingen

Toccata for Band by Frank Erickson
Shenandoah for Concert Band by Frank Ticheli
Puszta by Jan Van der Roost
Four Gypsy Dances
Russ Kellogg, Conductor

A special “Thank You” to Pastor Tammy Bull and the New )
Hope Lutheran Church for hosting our rehearsals and concerts!

Donation baskets at the entrance @:I: gl
are for the Church to help defray utility costs &
incurred by the band.

-% Serving our Community % " Honoring our Promise

Tickets: $25

Inquire about table options

4
4
1019 Central Ave
| 9-3p.m. M-Th Or online at
www.familypromisegf.org
406-564-5267




Cospel Refllection

MATTHEW 26:14—27.66  HIS BLOOD BE ON US

Today we begin Holy Week, a week filled with paradoxes, reversals, and ironic twists. The story
moves inevitably toward death, yet it brings the promise of life. Jesus appears to be the victim, but he
chooses this path, humbling himself, confident that God will exalt him in victory. Pilate embodies the
full might of the Roman Empire but is powerless before the crowd’s demands. The chief priests and
elders, perhaps more than anyone else, should recognize the long-hoped-for Messiah, but their
jealousy prevents this.

Perhaps the greatest irony in today’s Passion reading is found in the crowd’s exclamation, “His blood
be on us and on our children!” (Matthew 27:25). These words have been misused to slander the Jewish
people, claiming they bear the guilt of Christ’s blood. Superficially, that is what the crowd means:
Pilate refuses responsibility, so the people take it upon themselves. Theologically, though, the crowd
speaks a universal truth. Far from justifying anti-Jewish scapegoating, these words apply to all
humanity. Somehow we are all implicated in the death of Jesus. Our rebellion, our sin, places him on
the cross.

Paradoxically, however, the crowd’s words also reveal a deeper truth. The blood of Christ does not
mark with condemnation; it promises forgiveness. It does not stain with guilt; it washes sin away. By
accepting suffering and death at the hands of sinners, Jesus wins the victory of love. His blood be on
us, indeed! Just as we all share guilt in the crucifixion of Jesus, so too are we all granted mercy by his
self-giving death. United in baptism to his death and resurrection, receiving his body and blood in
communion, we receive grace, freedom, and life.

In the days to come, do not look at these contradictions as puzzles to be solved. They are mysteries
beyond full understanding. But as you contemplate the events of Holy Week, you will discover new
depths of God’s love for you. May his blood be upon us all, with mercy and salvation.

Jesus,

in your suffering you chose love.

In your death you bring life.

Cover me in your mercy,

wash me in your grace,

and lead me through this Holy Week
into the promise of resurrection.
Amen.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-3-29/2705
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-3-29/2705

Just for YOUth

Upcoming Events for Youth:
* Family Worship, Sunday April 12th 9:30 AM
* Vacation Bible School Day Camp:
June 28" to July 2" 9:00 am to 1:30 pm

What’s next?

Holy Week is the time we remember Jesus being
welcomed into Jerusalem like a king, then hung on the
cross. What comes next? On Easter Jesus is the Christ,
the king again, who has risen from the dead.

I I IS
VOV NOYN

Draw what comes next in each line.

VBS Day Camp
June 29" to July 2™
Monday through Thursday s}
9:00 am to 1:30 pm >
This day camp is free to all ‘
participants. For children going & &%
into grades Pre K through 6™ .
Grades 7" and up are needed to
fill Junior Counselor positions!

FLBC Summer Camp Reservations are open!
Pastor Dawn will be the camp pastor

the week of August 2™ through the 7.
Camp Representatives will be at
worship on April 12" - during Family
Worship. They will be available after
worship to answer any questions you
have about FLBC.

Go to flbc.net to register.




Looking Aheac]

This Week|March 29 - April 4

Sunday 3/29

*Palm Sunday Worship — 9:30 am (in person & live stream)
«Brunch for VBS after worship

Great Falls Chorale Rehearsal — 6:00 pm
Monday 3/30

« Jeremiah Bible Study - 6:30 pm (Fellowship Hall) *
Tuesday 3/31

*Electric City Bible Study — 7:00 am (Zoom)

» Men's Breakfast — 7:00 am (Fellowship Hall)

» Sound Bowl Meditation — 6:30 pm (sanctuary)
Wednesday 4/1

*No LOGOs

«Jubilate Choir Retreat — 6:30 pm

Thursday 4/2

*No Jeremiah Bible Study

« Maundy Thursday Worship — 7:00 pm
Friday 4/3

*Bethel Office closed

« Good Friday Worship — 7:00 pm

Saturday 4/4

« Easter Vigil Worship — 7.00 pm

Next Week | April 5-T1

sunday 4/5

« Easter Sunday Worship — 8:30 am (in person & live stream)
« Easter Sunday Worship —10:30 am (in person only)
Monday 4/6

* Easter Monday, Bethel Office closed.

« NO Jeremiah Bible Study - resumes 4/13

Tuesday 4/7

« Electric City Bible Study — 7:00 am (Zoom)

« Men's Breakfast — 7:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
Wednesday 4/8

* LOGOs Youth Ministry CANstruction 5:30 pm

« High School LOGOs Youth Ministry CANstructon 6:30 pm
Thursday 4/9

« No Jeremiah Bible Study - resumes 4/16

Friday 4/10

*Bethel Office closed

*Zoom option available. Please email the Bethel Office
at bethelgf.church@gmail.com to receive a link.

LOGOs
Youth Ministry

CANStruction

Help us by donating “building
materials”-canned goods for
the kids to use for their creations.
Donated food will be

given to FISH! Food ‘
pantry.

We are collecting through Lent.

Building will take place

during LOGOs
Wednesday, April 8th!

» Hope Circle — Monthly gathering for
connection and care - contact Terry
Korpela by clicking this link Email
Terry.

» Electric City Bible Study — Tuesdays
at 7:00 am (Zoom) - contact Terry
Korpela by clicking this link Email
Terry,

e Men’s Breakfast — Tuesdays at 7:00
am in Fellowship Hall - contact Dave
Scholten by clicking this link Email
Dave

» LOGOs Youth Ministry - Pre K thru
High School — Wednesdays 5:30 pm
6:30 pm (HS) - contact Tami
Grosenick by clicking this link Email
Tami

There is a place for you here..All are welcome!


mailto:terry.korpela@gmail.com
mailto:terry.korpela@gmail.com
mailto:terry.korpela@gmail.com
mailto:terry.korpela@gmail.com
mailto:dscholten1118@gmail.com
mailto:dscholten1118@gmail.com
mailto:bethelmc.church@gmail.com
mailto:bethelmc.church@gmail.com
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