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THIS SUNDAY AT BETHEL... 

we celebrate the 

Fifth Sunday in 

Lent. 

Thank you to the 

Jubilate Choir led 

by Jeff Skogley for 

singing today. 

Practice after wor-

ship today for our 

Maunday Thursday 

Last Supper play. 

Next week is Palm 

Sunday!  Join us for 

a pancake breakfast 

before worship from 

8:00 am until 9:15 
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Serving This Sunday 

Musicians: 

Connie Titcomb, piano 

Sara Graft, djembe 

Lay Assistant: 

Tamy Scholten 

Usher: 

TBD 

Tech: 

Adam Elkin 

Children’s Church: 

Abbie and Rylee Virts 

Counters: 

Patty Braget 

Laurie Turner 

Hospitality: 

Sandy Pepos 

Sunday, March 26, 2023 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by 
raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel 
prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To 
those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these 
stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In bap-
tism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with 
him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the 
newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise 
in our baptism. 

 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14  

Psalm 130 

Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11 

Gospel: John 11:1-45 

Join us Sunday 9:30 AM 

In-person or live stream 

at bethelmt.org 

am and after wor-

ship until noon.  

Free will donation in 

support of Vacation 

Bible School. 
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 Prayers of healing for Dick Seim who is 

recovering at home after a recent hospi-

talization. 

 Prayers of healing for Cindy Doughty, 

Patty Braget’s sister, as she manages 

ALS. 

 Prayers of healing for Pastor Trina 

Johnsten who continues treatment as 

she manages an illness. 

 Prayers of support for Caleb Pottratz 

who is struggling with depression. 

 Prayers of healing for Lynn Klaasen, 

sister of Jan Robitaille, receiving treat-

ment for cancer. 

 Prayers of healing for Lindy Coon, sis-

ter of former Bethel member Laura 

(Wandke) Overturf, as she continues to 

slowly make progress as she recovers 

at home from a serious injury after a fall. 

 Prayers of healing for Colleen Walker-

Nelson as she continues to heal from a 

broken leg. 

 Prayers of healing for Abby Bisgard-

Clegg, daughter of Don and Kathi Bis-

gard, continues to manage health is-

sues, but feeling and doing very well. 

 Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he 

continues to manage his health.  

 Prayers of healing for Linda O’Connor, 

friend of LaRae Veitch, as she under-

goes treatment for breast cancer. 

 Prayers of healing for Travis Cushman 

as he continues treatment for cancer. 

 Prayers of strength in leadership for   

Gustavo Driau, Regional Representa-

tive of South America. 

 Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz as he 

continues cancer treatment. 

 

Requesting Your Prayers 

Celebration of Life  

Doug Kickbusch 

Bethel Lutheran Church 

Saturday, March 25th at 1:00 pm 

Reception to follow at Bethel. 

Estate Sale 

1505 9th St NW #116 
Thursday, March 23rd and 

Friday March 24th 

9:00 am to 6:00 pm both days 
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2023 Mid - Week Lenten Schedule 

March 23 –  

Supper Host: Men’s Breakfast Cantors: Rev. Steve Nelson and Jeanne Rankin 

March 30th –  

Supper Host: Hope Circle Cantors: Pastor Jessie and Colter McCarty  

 

Holy Week Schedule 

April 2
nd

 – Palm Sunday, Pancake Breakfast before and after worship, free will donation to benefit 

Vacation Bible School 

April 6
th

  - Maundy Thursday 7:00 PM  

April 7
th

  - Good Friday 7:00 PM -  performed by the Jubilate Choir 

April 9
th

  - Easter Sunday 9:00 am and 11:00 am in the sanctuary 

Soup Supper Discussion Prompt 

Have a hot bowl of soup and warm conversation! 

THIS WEEK, March 23rd 
 

In Matthew 18 Peter asks Jesus how often one should forgive his brothers and sisters in Christ. Pe-

ter offers a generous 7, but Jesus returns with an answer even more astronomical...77!  

Outside of this story, where can you recall hearing stories of forgiveness in the Bible?  

How have these stories helped you in approaching forgiveness with others? How have they frustrat-

ed you?  

 

What are the most difficult aspects of forgiving that you have encountered?  

 

NEXT WEEK, March 30th 

 

This week our focus is on reconciliation. When you hear the word reconciliation, who or what do you 

think about?  

 

What do you think is necessary to move from forgiveness to reconciliation?  

 

In light of all of our conversations throughout this Lenten season, what do you think the connection is 

between reconciliation and righteousness?  

 

What have you learned, or maybe unlearned, about righteous as we have journeyed through this 

Lenten season together?  
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“Camp” Basket Donation from Bethel for 
the SOC HOP 

Judy Statham is putting together a donation to help raise money for 
Family Promise at their SOC HOP in April (see ad on next page).  She is 
buying a firepit and would like to fill it with items like flashlight, bundle 
of wood, camp chairs, smore’s fixin’s, roasting sticks, etc.  If you would 
like to buy items for the basket or donate toward the purchase of the 
fire pit, we would love to have your help.  Drop items off at the Bethel 
Office or donate online or through our weekly offering by noting Camp 
Basket in the memo line.  If you have any questions email Judy Stat-
ham at ewe2me2001@yahoo.com 

Sally and her daughter Sammie Seidel were baptized! 

Bell practice for Palm Sunday! 

Pajama Night Games!! 

Donated Cereal for FISH! 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

March 19, 2023 

Fourth SUNDAY IN LENT 

What? Or Why? 

What do we believe? Our Lutheran heritage is rooted in theological debate, and such con-

versations have always been a part of our tradition. Disagreements about theological propo-

sitions and biblical interpretations have led to split after split among Lutheran church bodies 

and congregations. At the same time, our theological and biblical commitments have led us 

to seek the unity of the church with mergers among Lutheran denominations and with com-

mon communion agreements with our ecumenical neighbors. In our broader culture it also 

seems that theology often leads the way in conversations about faith. Theological principles 

from various religious communities are used to argue for or against laws, corporate practic-

es, and cultural expectations. 

In today’s gospel story we find something different leading the way: the blind man’s experi-

ence of the healing power of Jesus. This experience is at odds with the theological thought 

of the religious leaders. The narrative reads like a trial, one in which the primary witness is 

hostile to the line of questioning from the prosecution. The conversations the leaders have 

with the man and his parents are a mess of misunderstanding that leads to insult and accu-

sation. They are talking about theology; he and his parents are talking about experience. No 

one is there to translate between the two. 

Why do you believe? Our understandings of God are certainly shaped by the communities 

of which we have been a part and theologies we have learned. Yet, God’s grace is not 

something we logic our way through; it is something we experience. The early church debat-

ed all sorts of theological positions, but their witness was grounded in their experience of 

death and resurrection. What we believe is important, but as we step into each day as wit-

nesses of God’s love for the world, why we believe may be the most hope-filled message 

we have to share. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Support Bethel Lutheran Church every time you shop at Smith’s.  Signing up is 

free and easy.  If you are a Rewards Card holder, follow the following direc-

tions to select Bethel as the recipient of .05% of your purchases! (This is do-

nated by Kroger Company, it does not add additional charges to your grocery 

cost.) 

1. Go to smithsfoodanddrug.com/inspire 

2. Sign into your digital account or choose “create an account” and fill in the information. 

3. Link your Rewards Card to Bethel using code LC427 or type in Bethel Lutheran Church. 

4. Choose Save. 
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The place where Marty Haugen 
wrote Holden Evening Prayer ... 
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Just for YOUth 

LOGOs Wednesday, March 29 End of Year Carnival  

Dinner:  Burgers with the fixins’, tater tots, apple slices, ice cream/fudge bars 

Thank you, Jesus,  

 For bringing us new life.  

Amen 

This Week… 

Do a yard or neighborhood search for 

new spring plants and other signs of 

spring. New Life is coming! 
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Fellowship Ministries 

Electric City Bible Study—online  
What a great way to connect with one another!  
Join our bible study via Zoom, Tuesday mornings 
at 7:00 am.  Contact Laurie Turner at 
lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to join the 
meeting. 

 
Men’s Breakfast Meets in-person  
Join us for a fun and engaging conversation, and 
insightful discussion of each week’s lectionary 
texts as we meet in the Fellowship Hall Tuesday 
mornings at 7:00 am.  Contact Dave Scholten at 
dscholten@dlsconsulting.net for more infor-
mation. 

 
Hope Circle—in person  
This group meets once a month usually on 
Thursday evenings.  Bible study and fellowship 
are celebrated with this group of ladies.  Contact 
Terry Korpela to be on the group email for 
meetings and prayer requests 
terry.korpela@gmail.com.   

Next meeting:  
March  28th, 7:00 pm at Judy Johnson’s 
 
Weekly Text Study with Pastor Jessie-
online 
Wednesdays, 10:00 am via Zoom, Pastor Jessie 
will be leading discussion on the text readings 
for the upcoming Sunday.  Dig deeper in the in-
terpretation of the readings and discuss ways 
they give us guidance in our daily lives.  If you 
would like to join this meeting, email 
bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com to be added to the 
mailing list. 

Calendar of Events 
Monday 3/27 
• Financial Peace University Class in the 

Fellowship Hall 6:00 pm  
Tuesday 3/28 
• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 

7:00 am 
• Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 

7:00 am 
• Hope Circle Judy Johnson’s 7:00 pm 
Wednesday 3/29 
• Bible Study led by Pastor Jessie on 

Zoom 10:00 am 
• Logos Youth all ages end of year party 

5:30 pm 
Thursday, 3/30 
• Lenten Soup Supper in the Fellowship 

Hall 6:00 pm 
• Holden Evening Worship Service in the 

sanctuary 6:45 pm 
Friday 3/31 
• Bethel office closed 
 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday 4/2 
• Palm Sunday Worship led by Pastor 

Jessie and LOGOs Youth Ministry in-
person & live stream 9:30 am 

• Pancake Breakfast 8:00 am to 9:15 am 
and after worship until noon.  Free will 
donation to support Vacation Bible 
School. 

Tuesday 4/4 

• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 
7:00 am 

• Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 
7:00 am 

• Exec Council Zoom meeting 5:30 pm 
Wednesday 4/5 
• Bible Study led by Pastor Jessie on 

Zoom 10:00 am 
• Jubilate Choir Holy Week Retreat and 

Rehearsal 6:00 pm 
Thursday, 4/6 
• Maundy Thursday worship service 7:00 

pm 
Friday 4/17 
• Bethel office closed 
• Good Friday worship service 7:00 pm 

Pastor Jessie Obrecht Contact information     Email: bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com     Phone: 406-761-1543 ext. 202 


