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March 20, 2025                       Third Sunday in Lent 

Sunday Worship 9:30 am in person and livestream at bethelmt.org 

Serving  

This Sunday 
Accompanist 

Connie Titcomb, Piano 

Lay Assistant 

Tamy Scholten 

Usher(s) 

TBD 

Worship Tech 

Gabe Smith 

Children’s Church 

Tyler Grosenick 

Claire Woods 

Hospitality  

Terry Korpela 

Counters 

Pam Dougherty  

Tammy Good 

Altar Guild 

JoDee Black 

Tami Grosenick 

This Sunday at Bethel… 
We celebrate Third Sunday In Lent. 

Our Lenten Campaign for Bolivia is under-
way.  Envelopes for donations are on the 
table in the Narthex. 

Inquirer’s Class today after worship in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Thank you to Jeff Skogley and the Jubi-
late Choir for the beautiful music this morn-
ing.   

Next Sunday will be a healing service, all 
are welcome! 

Adult Forum Book Study The Invitational 
Christian by Dave Daubert sign up in the 
Narthex, study will begin next Sunday, 
March 30

th
 after worship.  We will order the 

book for you ($10.00) or you may purchase 
a Kindle version on Amazon. 

In This Issue: 
Page 2— 

 Prayers 

 Healing Service March 

30th 

Page 3— 

 Words From the Bishop 

Page 4— 

 Words From the Bishop 

Continued 

 Campaign for Bolivia 

Page 5–   

 Lenten Soup Suppers and 

Evening Worship 

 Inquirer’s Class 

 Colter McCarty’s Ordina-

tion 

Page 6–  

 This Week’s Gospel 

 Adult Forum Book Study 

Page 7–  

 Just for YOUth 

Page 8-   

 Fellowship Ministries 

 Church Calendar 

 Pastor Dawn’s Contact In-

formation 

 Camperships Available 

Readings: 

First Reading:  

 Isaiah 55:1-9 

Psalm 63:1-8 

Second Reading: 

 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Gospel:  

 Luke 13:1-9 
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 Prayers of healing for Kathy James, sister of 
John Blank as she recovers from knee surgery 
and for her husband Roy James who is recov-
ering in a rehab hospital after suffering from a 
major stroke. 

 Prayers of healing for Jeanne Rankin          
recovering from a stroke. 

 Prayers of healing and support for Barbara  
Luger, Leona Ost’s sister, as they determine treat-
ment plan after discovery of mass in her brain 
and lung.. 

 Prayers of comfort for the family and friends 
of Donna Fugle, family Joni Kittle’s mother, as 
they mourn her passing. 

 Heartfelt prayers of comfort to the friends and 
family of Karlene Bern, who passed away on 
March 10th. The family will inform us once the 
arrangements for services have been made.  

 Prayers of healing for Ellen Stevens, sister of 
Sue Hesse, has undergone a procedure to place a 
shunt in her brain to facilitate the drainage of 
excess fluid.  

 Prayers of healing for Kim, Mary Seim’s daughter, 
as she recovers from surgery. 

 Prayers of healing for Jasper, family friend of Sara 
Graft, as he begins treatment for aggressive can-
cer. 

 Prayers of healing for Marge Johnston, Jenny 
Woods’ mother, who is recovering from surgery 
and beginning treatment. 

 Prayers of healing for Diana, Lynn Ryan’s     
mother, admitted to the ICU with complications 
after double lung transplant. 

 Prayers of healing for Steve Cowan, as he re-
covers from a stroke and his wife Denise as 
she cares for him. 

 Prayers of healing for Bob Underhill, Sue 
Hesse’s bother in law, diagnosed with brain lesions 
and determining treatment. 

 Prayers of healing for Dennis McCarty contin-
uing with rehab. 

 Prayers of healing for Ron, friend of Tamy 
Scholten, who is managing a retinal detachment.  

 Prayers of support for Doug Gordon as he 
gets settled in his new home. 

 Prayers of healing for Sue Cassell, friend of Sara 
Sexe, as she is receiving treatments for cancer. 

 Gustavo Driau, as he continues to recover  
after a long illness. 

 Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he       
ontinues to manage his health.  

 Prayers of   healing for Ed Pottratz as he    
continues cancer treatment. 
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Dear Siblings in Christ, 

Chaos. Uncertainty. Out of control. 

 These are the words that have been coming to 

my mind this week as I watch my news feeds 

and hear from people across the synod and the 

ELCA. Many are feeling lost and powerless. Oth-

ers are living in the fear of not being able to feed 

their family or provide needed services to their 

children or access their student loan information 

(much less pay them). 

 Words like “constitutional crisis” and “judicial 

contempt,” “higher inflation” and “slower growth” 

are being used by the media and government 

officials. Farmers, ranchers and all who make 

their living in relation to the land are concerned 

about economic uncertainty and trying to make 

decisions for their future. The 

most vulnerable among us are 

experiencing attacks and rejec-

tion. And in the midst of this 

pain, some seem to be express-

ing in public ways delight, deri-

sion or disregard for the needs 

or the very lives of others. 

 As I looked at my news feed 

this morning (I only do it two 

times per day), parts of the text from the first 

chapter of Romans that we usually don’t read 

came to mind: And since they did not see fit to 

acknowledge God, God gave them up to a de-

based mind and to things that should not be 

done. They were filled with every kind of unright-

eousness, evil, covetousness, malice. Full of en-

vy, murder, strife, deceit, craftiness, they are 

gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, 

haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, rebellious 

towards parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, 

ruthless. They know God’s decree, that those 

who practice such things deserve to die—yet 

they not only do them but even applaud others 

who practice them. (Rm 1:28-32) 

 These words from Paul to the Roman Christians 

sound almost too harsh to our ears. Maybe they 

did back when they were written too. But there is 

real truth from God in them, a lens through 

which people of faith can view the world we live 

in and challenge behaviors that are unnecessari-

ly harming far too many people. 

 Beyond challenging harmful behavior, however, 

what should we do? That can be hard to know 

sometimes. We do know we are called to stand 

firm in our faith in Christ and live lives fed by the 

fruit of the Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 

and self-control. There is no law against such 

things. (Gal 5:22-23) But what can that look like 

in real life? 

 I am reminded of the vigils in East Germany in 

1989 as people began standing up against com-

munism and seeking democracy. In Leipzig, 

people started gathering every 

Monday evening from 5-6 p.m. 

at Saint Nicholas Church to pray 

and hold candle vigils. At first it 

was just a few people but each 

week more people came to pray 

for the peaceful transformation 

of their society. Soon they had 

hundreds, even thousands com-

ing to the meetings. 

 Then on Monday, October 9, 1989, over 70,000 

people showed up and they all began a candlelit 

march through the streets of Leipzig calling for a 

more democratic East Germany. Though the po-

lice and military were there to prevent any pro-

tests, they did not stop so many people carrying 

candles in both hands (one to carry, the other to 

keep the candle lit). As one marcher stated, “The 

soldiers were ready for everything, but not that 

people would come with candles and prayers.” 

The next Monday over 300,000 people came to 

Saint Nicholas from all over Germany. https://

www.thetravelmavens.com/germany-leipzigs-

revolution-of-candles-and-prayers.html 

 As we think about ways to best live our faith, 

how might we respond with candles and prayers 

and hymns rather than shouting and name-

https://pkk8ctiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yVfoUIkLUnNbyfIwo6hzdzT3rkDUrbC8BcPMK7Mg67YnvZVrgbFNkoqkopelCTi5uIKbOqjFNO9naPsGseb-2ewu_Sob1jPYsqTxlcPKUfdFfiwN6i2roBNWncunpcZJtKWcd_9LBdzks8yYEORXpYajsaTvFpsiPOvv8HKsMK5J-ftI-t2ooS9V1IiCrz8k9qGEXI-Q5KvZOSzDqkj0s7qnBK
https://pkk8ctiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yVfoUIkLUnNbyfIwo6hzdzT3rkDUrbC8BcPMK7Mg67YnvZVrgbFNkoqkopelCTi5uIKbOqjFNO9naPsGseb-2ewu_Sob1jPYsqTxlcPKUfdFfiwN6i2roBNWncunpcZJtKWcd_9LBdzks8yYEORXpYajsaTvFpsiPOvv8HKsMK5J-ftI-t2ooS9V1IiCrz8k9qGEXI-Q5KvZOSzDqkj0s7qnBK
https://pkk8ctiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yVfoUIkLUnNbyfIwo6hzdzT3rkDUrbC8BcPMK7Mg67YnvZVrgbFNkoqkopelCTi5uIKbOqjFNO9naPsGseb-2ewu_Sob1jPYsqTxlcPKUfdFfiwN6i2roBNWncunpcZJtKWcd_9LBdzks8yYEORXpYajsaTvFpsiPOvv8HKsMK5J-ftI-t2ooS9V1IiCrz8k9qGEXI-Q5KvZOSzDqkj0s7qnBK
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A Lenten Fundraiser for Bolivia  
We are almost half way through Lent and our fundraiser for 

Youth Ministry in Bolivia.  Our goal is $4000.00 and so far 

$910.00 have been donated!  Wonderful!  Keep those dona-

tion coming! 

Last Sunday, we watched a short video sent to us by the ex-

act youth that will be supported by this amazing program.  

We have posted the video on our website on our Global Mis-

sion page.  But you may access the link to the video below. 

Youth Ministry In Bolivia Video. 

You may donate by putting cash or check in the envelopes 

provided in the Narthex, mailing a donation - note in the 

memo Bolivia to Bethel Lutheran Church 1009 18th Ave SW  

Great Falls MT 59404 or online at bethelmt.org—link below 

Online Donation for Bolivia 

Thank you and we look forward to next week’s update on this amazing mission! 

calling and finger pointing? How can we live Christ’s faith and love into the world without contrib-

uting to the chaos and uncertainty? 

 Perhaps these might be some possibilities: 

• Pray individually and communally for peace, wisdom, guidance and God’s love to bring life-

giving transformation to our world and nation. 

• Practice hospitality in our congregations and ministries by creating welcoming spaces where all 

feel a sense of safety and there is mutual support and accountability. 

• Support, financially and through volunteering, various ministries that help serve those in need. 

• Practice the 8th commandment by interpreting people's actions in the best possible light. 

• Practice love instead of any sort of violence -- physical, emotional, psychological or spiritual. 

• Practice empathy and walking in another’s shoes. 

• Practice peace and be a peacemaker, trying to build bridges instead of walls with those who 

disagree. 

• Speak out wisely and in ways that don't bring harm to more people. 

• Participate in vigils and non-violent demonstrations that seek peaceful transformation.  

 

May God bless and keep you in Christ’s peace that passes all understanding in these confusing 

and uncertain times. Bishop Laurie 

https://www.bethelmt.org/uploads/b/30961995-426971607707537025/video_cnj_elca__3__138.mp4
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z4JR/campaign/C-15E93
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Lenten Worship Reflection Themes: 

Turning toward God's abundance: 
3/20  Turning toward God's abundant Mercy 
3/27  Turning toward God's abundant Compassion 
4/3    Turning toward God's abundant Forgiveness 
4/10  Turning toward God's abundant Love 

Inquirer’s Class 
Have you ever wondered why we do some of 

the things we do at Bethel?   

What does it mean to be Lutheran?   

Or how do I become a member?   

Whether you are new to Bethel or if you have 

been a part of this community for years, you 

are welcome to attend the next Inquirer's 

Class led by Pr. Dawn. 

Sunday, March 23rd 11:00 am in 

the Fellowship Hall.   

All are welcome. 
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We Have Choices 
We have choices, right? Obviously. There’s little question 
about that; it’s a fact. Many of these choices are piled and pil-
ing up in the lockboxes of our upbringing and experiences, of 
our moral certainties, religious convictions, political opinions, 
or economic maneuverings. We make choices about our educational endeavors, voca-
tional callings, use of our days and years, relationship commitments, dietary habits, 
travel destinations, color coordination, hairstyles, sexual behaviors, EV or gas, whole 
or skim, movie or book. All these choices—be they monumental or minuscule, auto-
matic or sleep-depriving, public or private, frivolous or practical, courageous or cow-
ardly—we shuffle, sort, and seal in one envelope or another: one labeled right and one 
marked wrong, the good envelope and the bad envelope. 

Our choices mostly happen like that until for some reason, hard telling what reason, 
our certainties are disturbed and our absolutes begin to rattle like loose bolts under 
the frame of an old truck on a potholed road. It’s what happens when, by mistake or 
under force, good or bad luck, we discover that broccoli isn’t disgusting, snakes aren’t 
slimy, more might not be better, neighbors need not be strangers, and God’s justice 
surely demands mercy. 

Jesus started tugging at a snag of choices with a parable about a tree, a vineyard, a 
gardener, a saw, and manure. The tree was a no-hoper (there could be lots of rea-
sons). With not a fig on a limb, if it had been another variety of fruit tree you’d call it a 
“bad apple.” The choice: saw or donkey dung. Jesus rejects the blade, chooses the ex-
crement. 

Martin Luther (liking Latin) said, “Simul justus et peccator,” meaning we are at the 
same time both saint and sinner. Or as Jesus put it, love those bum branches down to 
their roots, put your hands in the dirt, and see what fruit they bear. 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Church Events Calendar 
Church Events Calendar 

Tuesday, 3/25 
Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am 
Men’s Breakfast at McDonald’s in Market Place 

7:00 am 
Wednesday, 3/26 
LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; High School 6:30 pm 
Thursday, 3/27 
Lenten Soup Supper hosted by Bethel Council 6:15 

pm 
Holden Evening Prayer Service 7:00 pm 
Friday, 3/28 
Office Closed 
Set up for Ordination reception in the Gathering Place 

3:30 pm 
Saturday 3/29 
Colter McCarty Deacon Ordination 11:00 am 
Luncheon to follow 

Next Week 
Sunday 3/30 
Worship 9:30 am in person and livestream 
Adult Forum Book Study begins 
Tuesday, 4/1 
Happy April Fool’s Day! 
Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am 
Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am 
Wednesday, 4/2 
LOGOs Youth Ministry Leap Up Night 5:30 pm; High 

School 6:30 pm – Cereal Drive 
Thursday, 4/3 
Lenten Soup Supper hosted by TBD 6:15 pm 
Holden Evening Prayer Service 7:00 pm 
Friday, 4/4 
Office Closed 
Aitz Chaim worship 6:00 pm 

BETHEL CHURCH CALENDAR Electric City Bible Study—online  
What a great way to connect with one 
another!  Join our bible study via Zoom, 
Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am.  Contact Laurie 
Turner at lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to 
join the meeting. 
 

Men’s Breakfast  
Join us for a fun and engaging 
conversation, and insightful discussion of 
each week’s lectionary texts as we meet in 
the Fellowship Hall Tuesday mornings at 
7:00 am.  Contact Dave Scholten at 
dscholten1118@gmail.com for more 
information.  At McDonald’s 3/25/2025 
 

Hope Circle—in person  
This group meets once a month usually on 

Tuesday or Thursday afternoons.  Bible 

study and fellowship are celebrated with 

this group of ladies.  Contact Terry Korpela 

to be on the group email for meetings and 

prayer requests terry.korpela@gmail.com.   

April  24th 2:00 pm 
At Judy Johnson’s home. 

Fellowship Ministries 

mailto:dscholten1118@gmail.com

