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March 13, 2025                       Second Sunday in Lent 

Sunday Worship 9:30 am in person and livestream at bethelmt.org 

ÉĲƖƻŔŰŊШ 

ÑőŔƚШÉƨŰĬċǃ 
ĦĦŸůƓċŰŔƚƣ 

9ŸŰŰŔĲШÑŔƣĦŸůĤЯШÂŔċŰŸ 

xċǃШ ƚƚŔƚƣċŰƣ 

ŔŰƚũĲǃШuƨĤċƚ 

ÖƚőĲƖыƚь 

ÑĲƖƖǃШuŸƖƓĲũċ 

ìŸƖƚőŔƓШÑĲĦő 

]ċĤĲШÉůŔƣő 

9őŔũĬƖĲŰќƚШ9őƨƖĦő 

9ũċŔƖĲШìŸŸĬƚ 

ÑǃũĲƖН]ƖŸƚĲŰŔĦť 

cŸƚƓŔƣċũŔƣǃШ 

ÑċůŔШ]ƖŸƚĲŰŔĦť 

9ŸƨŰƣĲƖƚ 

ÂċƣƣǃШ7ƖċŊĲƣ 

ÑĲƖƖǃШuŸƖƓĲũċ 

ũƣċƖШ]ƨŔũĬ 

sŸ?ĲĲШ7ũċĦť 

ÑċůŔШ]ƖŸƚĲŰŔĦť 

This Sunday at Bethelé 
We celebrate Second Sunday In Lent. 

Our Lenten Campaign for Bolivia is under-

way.  Envelopes for donations are on the 

table in the Narthex. 

Adult Forum The Chosen will conclude 

following worship. 

Thank you to Sharon Mueller and the 

Bethel Handbell Choir for the beautiful mu-

sic this morning.   

Adult Forum Book Study The Invitational 

Christian by Dave Daubert sign up in the 

Narthex, study will begin March 30
th
 after 

worship.  We will order the book for you 

($10.00) or you may purchase a Kindle ver-

sion on Amazon. 

Lƴ ¢Ƙƛǎ LǎǎǳŜΥ 
tŀƎŜ нτ 

* tǊŀȅŜǊǎ 

* /ƻƭǘŜǊ aŎ/ŀǊǘȅ hǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴ 

tŀƎŜ оτ 

* bƻǘŜ CǊƻƳ tǊΦ 5ŀǿƴ 

* !Řǳƭǘ CƻǊǳƳ .ƻƻƪ {ǘǳŘȅ 

tŀƎŜ пτ 

* /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ 

* /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ .ƻƭƛǾƛŀ 

tŀƎŜ рς   

* tǊΦ 5ŀǿƴ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ 

* LƴǉǳƛǊŜǊΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎ 

tŀƎŜ сς  

* ¢Ƙƛǎ ²ŜŜƪΩǎ DƻǎǇŜƭ 

* ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ DǳǎǘŀǾƻ 5Ǌƛŀǳ 

tŀƎŜ тς  

* Wǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ¸h¦ǘƘ 

* [ŜƴǘŜƴ {ƻǳǇ {ǳǇǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 

tŀƎŜ у-   

* CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ 

* /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ 

* tŀǎǘƻǊ 5ŀǿƴΩǎ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ Lƴπ

ŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

* нлнр /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

2ÅÁÄÉÎÇÓȡ 

First Reading:  

 Genesis 15:1-12,17-18 

Psalm 27 

Second Reading: 

 Philippians 3:17ð4:1 

Gospel:  

 Luke 13:31-35 



.ŜǘƘŜƭ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ    мллф муǘƘ !ǾŜ {²    DǊŜŀǘ Cŀƭƭǎ a¢   рфплп     плс-тсм-мрпо    ōŜǘƘŜƭƳǘΦƻǊƎ     ōŜǘƘŜƭƎŦΦŎƘǳǊŎƘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ                н 

 

Z Heartfelt prayers of comfort to the friends 
and family of Karlene Bern, who passed 
away on March 10th. The family will inform 
us once the arrangements for services have 
been made.  

Z Prayers of healing for Ellen Stevens, sister 
of Sue Hesse, as she undergoes a procedure 
to place a shunt in her brain to facilitate the 
drainage of excess fluid.  

Z Prayers of comfort for the family and 
friends of Shannon Obrecht, family 
friend of Karen Lord, as they mourn her 
passing. 

Z Prayers of healing for Kim, Mary Seimôs 
daughter, as she recovers from surgery. 

Z Prayers of healing for Jasper, family friend 
of Sara Graft, as he begins treatment for ag-
gressive cancer. 

Z Prayers of healing for Marge Johnston, 
Jenny Woodsô mother, who is recovering 
from surgery and beginning treatment. 

Z Prayers of healing for Diana, Lynn Ryanôs 
mother, admitted to the ICU with complica-
tions after double lung transplant. 

Z Prayers of healing for Steve Cowan, as he 
recovers from a stroke and his wife Denise 
as she cares for him. 

Z Prayers of healing for Bob Underhill, Sue 
Hesseôs bother in law, diagnosed with brain 
lesions and determining treatment. 

Z Prayers of healing for Dennis McCarty con-
tinuing with rehab. 

Z Prayers of healing for Ron, friend of Tamy 
Scholten, who is managing a retinal detach-
ment.  

Z Prayers of support for Doug Gordon as he 
gets settled in his new home. 

Z Prayers of healing for Sue Cassell, friend of 
Sara Sexe, as she is receiving treatments for 
cancer. 

Z Gustavo Driau, Regional Representative of 
South America, who is in the hospital. 

Z Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he con-
tinues to manage his health.  

Z Prayers of   healing for Ed Pottratz as he 
continues cancer treatment. 
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Dear Church, 
Welcome to the Holy Season we call Lent.  Traditionally, Lent is a more somber and repentant season, embracing 
Jesus facing Jerusalem and facing the cross.  In simplified worship (less singing and more chanting and speaking), 
we eliminate the "Alleluia's" and we are reminded to "return to the Lord our God".   

What does it mean to return to the Lord?  In a spiritual context, "returning to God" means acknowledging our sin 
and changing our ways (repenting).  This change is complicated and difficult because our human nature tends to-
ward sin.  In our regular Sunday worship, we most often begin with a communal Confession and Forgiveness, 
where we as a faith community seek forgiveness, and receive the gift of Godõs forgiveness (absolution).  To return 
to the Lord includes recommitting oneself to a life of faith and obedience, embracing God's grace and seeking a 
closer relationship with God. 

This Lent, each Thursday worship will include Holden Evening prayer and a reflection on Turning toward Godõs 
abundance!  In our turning toward God, we discover together the abundant grace, mercy, and love of God.  We 
discover Godõs faithfulness to forgive us for no reason.  God doesnõt forgive us because of our repentance or be-
cause of our efforts to love our neighbors.  God doesnõt even forgive us because we worship regularly or have a 
consistent daily spiritual practice.  Godõs forgiveness and love are promised to us only because of Godõs abundant 
grace (the ways in which God has loved us even though we have done nothing to deserve it) .   

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday when we are reminded that spiritual practices (like prayer, giving, and fasting) are 
important practices that connect us with God, helping us to òreturn to the Lordó.  These practices remind us that 
God has already forgiven us and God wants us to return to loving relationships with God and with our neighbors.  
Our Wednesday night themes will consider the abundance of God for you. 

Turning toward God's abundance: 
3/13  Turning toward God's abundant Faithfulness 
3/20  Turning toward God's abundant Mercy 
3/27  Turning toward God's abundant Compassion 
4/3    Turning toward God's abundant Forgiveness 
4/10  Turning toward God's abundant Love 

Letõs turn toward God together.  After our reflection time, we will take a few moments to pray in a different way 
each week.  Some of the types of prayer will be meaningful for you, and others will be more meaningful for your 
neighbor.  As we experience them together with open hearts, I believe we will be changed.  Thanks be to God! 

+Pastor Dawn 



.ŜǘƘŜƭ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ    мллф муǘƘ !ǾŜ {²    DǊŜŀǘ Cŀƭƭǎ a¢   рфплп     плс-тсм-мрпо    ōŜǘƘŜƭƳǘΦƻǊƎ     ōŜǘƘŜƭƎŦΦŎƘǳǊŎƘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ                п 

 

A Lenten Fundraiser for Bolivia Program Objectives 
As we continue our Journey Through Lent. We find our companion synod in Bolivia (IELB) needing 

support in a new Youth Ministry Program they wish to launch.  In last weekôs Bethel Notes, we 

talked about the state of affairs with youth in Bolivia and the need for a program they may become 

invested into help grow their church.   

Specific Objectives for this program are: 

¶ To create learning spaces on topics of leadership, diaconal ministry and Lutheran identity of 

the youth of the IELB, in order to increase their commitment to the evangelical and diaconal mission of the church. 

¶ To increase the send of community and interaction between young men and women from rural and urban districts to 

facilitate possible migration of youth from rural areas. 

¶ Provide the leaders of the different districts of the IELB with tools for developing and managing comprehensive mis-

sion projects in order to generate a district youth project in each district of the IELB. 

¶ Apply what they have learned in a diaconal action during the National Youth Meeting. 

This Sunday we will have a short video to  share from the IELB regarding this program.  Next week in our Bethel Notes, 

we will look at the activities they plan on implementing with this program. 

To donate to Bolivia, pick up an envelop in the Narthex or online giving at bethelmt.org. 

¢ƘŜ .ŜǘƘŜƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ мм ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ  tǊΦ 5ŀǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
όŜȄŎŜǇǘ Yƛŀƴ wȅŀƴΣ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊύ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΦ bƻǘŀōƭŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 

¶ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǘǿƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ фΦ tŀǎǘƻǊ 5ŀǿƴ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƻŶŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ нлнр /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴΦ 

¶ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ tŀǎǘƻǊ 5ŀǿƴΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ 

¶ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŬƴŜ ǘǳƴŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōŜǧŜǊ ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊȅ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎƻƻƴΦ  

¶ hƴ aŀǊŎƘ ноΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŘ ŀƴ LƴǉǳƛǊŜǊΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƻǳǊ Ŏƻƴπ
ƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘΦ  

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ ол ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻƴ ¢ƘŜ LƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ōȅ 5ŀǾŜ 5ŀǳōŜǊǘ ŦƻǊ с-у ǿŜŜƪǎ όǎƪƛǇǇƛƴƎ tŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊύΦ 

¶ ²Ŝ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƴŜǿ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƻǇǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŀȄƛƳƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΦ 
²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘǊƛǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴΦ 

¶ /ƻƭƭŜŜƴ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ-bŜƭǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ .ƻƭƛǾƛŀΦ ²Ŝ Ŝƴπ
ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎΦ 

¶ /ŀǊǊƛŜ tŀǊƪŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ IŜƭǇƛƴƎ IŀƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ [ƻƎƻǎ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ мн ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 
¢ƘŜ [ƻƎƻǎ ƪƛŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƴƎ Ŏƻƛƴǎ ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ IŜƭǇƛƴƎ IŀƴŘǎΦ  

¶ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ŀƳƳȅ DƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƳƛ DǊƻǎŜƴƛŎƪ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ōǊŀƛƴǎǘƻǊƳ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ 
ŜũƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ .ŜǘƘŜƭΦ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ Ŝƴƭƛǎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ά¢Dέ ǘŜŀƳ ƛǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΦ ²ŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ 

¶ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ǳŘƛǘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƭΦ  

¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ [ŜƴǘŜƴ {ƻǳǇ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ нт ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ 

¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ у ŀǘ сΥол ǇƳΦ 

wŜǎǇŜŎǜǳƭƭȅ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ aŀǊǊ 
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5ŜŀǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǎƻ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ Ƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ ƛƴ 

ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ¢ŀƳƛ DΦ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǇǊŜπ

ǇŀǊƛƴƎ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƛŘŜǎΣ ǎŜǩƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Ǌŀƴ ǎƳƻƻǘƘπ

ƭȅΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ tŀǎǘƻǊ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ /ǊƛǎǘΣ tŀǎǘƻǊ {ǘŜǾŜ bŜƭǎƻƴΣ YŀǊƛΣ [ȅƴƴΣ /ƻƭǘŜǊΣ WƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾŜ 
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Inquirerôs Class 
Have you ever wondered why we do some of 

the things we do at Bethel?   

What does it mean to be Lutheran?   

Or how do I become a member?   

Whether you are new to Bethel or if you have 

been a part of this community for years, you 

are welcome to attend the next Inquirer's 

Class led by Pr. Dawn. 

Sunday, March 23rd 11:00 am in 

the Fellowship Hall.   

All are welcome. 
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Judgment in the Name of the Lord 
Some of us in the room, likely more of us than we imagine, know 
what a conviction is like. Weôve had experience with a physical, 
undisputable, black-robed conviction, the kind handed down by a 
judge or jury. Itôs a statistical fact that nearly half of the American population is per-
sonally affected in some way by the criminal justice system. Those numbers are stag-
gering; even more so is the weight of guilt that welds itself to the convicted oneôs 
shame like steel clenching iron. To be convicted, found guilty as charged, is no small 
matter. 

It is with such certainty and severity that Jesus unleashes his anguish over Jerusa-
lemðanger and grief that rail with the reverberations of a gavelôs blow in the court-
room when words, sharpened for penetration, are pronounced from behind a high 
bench. Judgments can last a lifetime, and they intentionally have the power to change 
futures. Jesus was about the work of God, to change futures. 

There is no courtroom, no black robe, no jury of twelve peers in Lukeôs account of Je-
susô encounter with some Pharisees. But there is an exacting judgment that rumbles 
like rolling boulders, a conviction meant to loiter hauntingly like shivering nightmares. 
Jesusô words prosecute with a burden that few gospel lines expose so solemnly; the 
accusations are decisive. His judgment falls on the religious. 

No, we do not escape, do not get away by dismissing Jesusô words as ancient, frozen in 
a time long past, petrified among a people long gone, meant only for some othersô fail-
uresðnot our own. The judgment lives on. Pronounced then in the holy city, it rico-
chets even now through our sacred spaces and hallowed sanctuaries, aimed at the pi-
ous and devout who with self-appeasing righteousness look to tame Godôs word, rebuff 
Godôs scandalous mercies, silence Godôs voice, and break Godôs will. 

The judgment: ñHow often . . . and you were not willing!ò And yet, the promise: 
ñBlessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lordò (Luke 13:34-35). 
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