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Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 12, 2026

Serving Sunday
Thank you for your service!
Accompanist           

Lynn Ryan, piano 
Lay Assistant s and Readers            

 LOGOs Youth Ministry
Usher                          

 Terry Korpela
Tech                              

Gabe Smith
Children’s Church   

 Liz Aakre, Kendall Ryan
Hospitality                 

 Laura Kupfner
Altar Guild                 

Sue  Hesse, Laurie Turner
Counters                  

 Greg Grosenick, Terry Korpela

Let’s Worship together 9:30 AM
 in person or online at bethelmt.org 

All are welcome!

Announcements

Readings
Ephesians 5:8-14

Psalm 23

John 9:1-41

Thank you to LOGOs Youth ministry

for assisting with worship this Sunday. 

Adult Forum, Luther’s Lessons: The

Lord’s Prayer will meet in the

Fellowship Hall following worship.

HUGS Ministry will meet in the

Fellowship Hall after the Adult Forum.



WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THOSE

NEW OR CHANGED 

To add or update a prayer request, please contact the Bethel Office by email or call
406-761-1543. To contact the HUGS Ministry for visitation or communion click this link or

call the Bethel Office. 
Names remain on the list until we are notified of a change.

PRAYERSPRAYERS
Continued prayers for Kelsey Johnson as she continues her health journey and prepares for surgery
in April. May she feel God’s presence, strength, and peace in the days ahead.

Prayers for strength and healing for Jim Carlson, who is in the hospital awaiting the results of
medical tests. May he feel God’s peace and comfort during this time of uncertainty.

Prayers for protection and safety for Nolan Smith, grandson of Walt and Leone Nuessle, as he serves
our country and has been deployed to Jordan. May God watch over him and keep him safe.

Prayers of comfort and love for the family and friends of Butch, Shari Kohoutek as they mourn her
passing. May God’s promise of resurrection bring them hope and peace during this time of grief.

We hold in prayer those in our community and beyond
who are in need of healing, strength, comfort, and peace.
We trust that God knows each story more deeply than
words can express.

Receiving medical treatment
   Kathleen Rankin, Jeanne Rankin’s sister   

   Marcia, Sara Sexe’s cousin

   Callie, friend of Julia Elkin

   Ashley, friend of Ali Morris

   Carol Ann, Marilyn Carlson’s sister

Recovering at home or in rehabilitation
   Turner Graybill
   Rob Kellenbeck, Dena Wagner-Fossen’s cousin

   Dave Cattrell, Sandi Cummings brother

   Clarice Skogley, Jeff Skogley’s mother

   Dennis McCarty

Living with chronic illness or 
ongoing health concerns
   Carrie O’Brien
   Bob Underhill, Sue Hesse’s brother-in-law

   Ed Pottratz
   Alex Bostic

Receiving Hospice or end-of-life care
    Margery Johnsten, Jennifer Woods and Rev. 

   Trina Johnsten’s mother

    Jane Mart 
   Jerry, Jeanne Rankin’s brother’s father-in-law

   Rita Palmer, mother of Kristie Henry

  

mailto:bethelgf.church@gmail.com
https://www.bethelmt.org/bethel-hugs.html


Life at BethelLife at Bethel Congratulations to Mr. Patrick Ryan,
GFH Teacher of the Week

From Mrs. Quinby: Pat Ryan is someone I truly admire
for his talent, hard work, and dedication. Mr. Ryan brings
creativity and passion to his classroom. He makes
learning music such a fun and inspiring 
experience for his students. His students 
become more confident in their musical
 abilities and develop a deeper love for 
music. Mr. Ryan works countless hours 
for his students and we are lucky to have
 him as a music teacher at Great Falls High School. 

Last month we looked at Bethel’s beginning. This 
month we move on to the 60’s into 1972. (The height 
of the Vietnam War). 

January 24, 1960 - 24 Great Falls Protestant Churches 
took a census (Head-count) to find out church 
preference of families. Bethel’s chairperson was 
Evelyn (Effie) Higgins. She was also one of three
 District coordinators. Over 1000 volunteers went door to door canvassing households. That same year, Gary
Sorum was confirmed June, 1961 was the ground breaking of a basement, so the church could be moved over to
its new foundation plus renovating the church. (Remember $30,000 capital campaign began fall, 1958. Over
$31,000 was initially raised.)

 In March, 1962 the new Sanctuary was dedicated with a seating capacity of 250. Bethel had 350 members at this
time. In 1964 - Linda Sorum Harberson was confirmed. (Gary’s sister). Also that year Rev. Lyndon Murk left
Bethel and Rev. Hendrix Laur was installed. 

1964 also brought major flooding to the lower south side. In 1965, three youth groups united ( Bethel, First
English, and St John’s.)  In 1968 Rev. Laur left Bethel to take a call in Buenos Aries, Argentina. Rev. Keith Swenson
was installed as Bethel’s next pastor. Colette Bobbett Barnes was confirmed. In 1969, Rachelle
 (Shelly) Murphy was confirmed as well as Steve Smth’s sister, Colleen Smith - Regimbal- Braden- Heikkila. 

In 1970, the Montana Synod convention was held at Bethel. January 1971 Fern Myhre (Shelly Murphy’s mom)
became council secretary for Boy Scouts of America in Great Falls.

January 1971 Pastor Keith Swenson left Bethel for a call in Seattle.  
Pastor Swenson was very involved in our community. Helping 
with the Children’s Receiving Home, first Vice President of the 
Montana Chapter of the National Multiple Sclerosis Society, 
treasurer of the Great Falls Ministerial Association, board 
member of the Right to Life Committee, on the advisory 
committee to Rocky Boy Lutheran Indian Mission, and Chairman
 of the Intermountain District Parish Life Commission for the 
LCA Pacific NW Synod. ( From Seattle, Pastor Swenson moved to 
Bethany Lutheran Church, Denver, Colorado where he married 
Terry & John Korpela in 1975. Small world.) 

March 1971 Rev. Paul R. Axness installed as pastor of Bethel. 
April 1971 “Smith & Company” - a folk group consisting of Bethel 
members Steve Smith and John Cannon preformed at the annual 
festival of arts at West Junior High. Confirmands in 1971 Laura 
Myhre, Bill Sorum, Rocky Fladstol, and John Cannon 
(grandson to Doris Muir).

Check out next month for our continuation of a the journey with Bethel Lutheran Church 75 years!

75th in review - the 1960’s - 1971 



In preparation for our 

75  Celebration, we would th

like you to take a walk through 

history. We have several bins

of scrapbooks and photo albums 

that are in the Fellowship Hall.  

Please take some time, 

whenever you liketo stop in and look 

through them. Note any you 

would  like us to pull and share 

your stories.  

If you have any photos at home

you would like to share.  

Contact Patty Braget or 

Terry Korpela.

We Want Your
Memories!!!

ADULT FORUM ON SUNDAYS: LUTHER'S LESSONS
After hearing God's commands and confessing our faith in our Triune God, we look
at how we can speak to God in the Lord's Prayer. Let’s gather together for
conversation on March 15th at 11am in the fellowship hall! The following weeks we'll
look at our Sacraments - Holy Baptism and Holy Communion. See you there! Let’s
meet together in the Fellowship Hall at 11am.

 Mark your calendars with the following topics! 
3/15 – Lord’s Prayer

3/22 – Baptism & Holy Communion

LENTEN WORSHIP
Thursdays 

Soup Supper at 6:15 pm 
 Worship Service at 7:00 pm

CONVERSATIONS WITH JESUS: 
SERVICES OF WORD AND HEALING FOR LENT
 This Thursday we begin with John 4:5-15 
Reflection Questions:

Imagine you are the woman, disrupted in her daily round:

How do you respond to this bold, even dangerous stranger?

Imagine you are the woman, now curious: What is your

deepest thirst, one that only God can satisfy?

Imagine you are Jesus, eager to quench her thirst: How are

you a source of living water?

Worship with us, all are welcome!

A
    Journey Through 

Lent

The Book Study of Jeremiah continues Mondays 6:30 pm and
Thursdays 10:00 am - join the conversation at any time!

(Monday  March 16  will not meet.)th

Deeper EngagementDeeper Engagement



Music Series at New Hope 

Celebration of
J O I N  U S  F O R  L A D I E S  N I G H T  A T  B E T H E L  -

A P P E T I Z E R S,  M O C K TA I L S  A N D  F E L L O W S H I P

US
Monday, March 16th 6:00 PM

Hope Circle’s

Upcoming Events & InvitationsUpcoming Events & Invitations

SINGING BOWLS AT BETHEL
Singing Bowls Sound Meditation, is used as a form of healing
and relaxation. A soothing sound believed to have a powerful
effect on the body’s energy system reducing negative effects
and increasing positive effects. This meditation will help
balance the chakras which promotes healing. 

Come for relaxation into the night with breathwork, deep
relaxation, and receiving the benefits of the singing bowls.
Sound bowl meditation can be experienced in whatever
position that is comfortable for you. You can sit in a chair, or
if you prefer to lay down, please bring a yoga mat or a blanket,
whatever you need to make yourself comfortable!
No experience necessary! 

We welcome high school age to seniors!

Singing Bowls Sound Meditation
with Pamela Quinn, CMT, CST,
Tuesday, March 31st at 6:30 pm



Gospel ReflectionGospel Reflection
This story from the Gospel of John captures the religious leadership in Jerusalem in a struggle to
understand this Jesus who restores sight to a person born blind. This miraculous healing is so
unbelievable, so contrary to the leaders’ understanding, that they reject it altogether, even accusing
the man of lying. Their quest for a certainty that feels familiar forces them to reject the miracle in
front of them and closes them off to a greater truth—that the Messiah has come in Christ Jesus.

Certainty and its pursuit often disrupt our ability to see reality, which is at its core a mystery. Mystery
in the Christian tradition refers to that deep truth that surpasses our understanding, as in the doctrine
of the Holy Trinity or the efficacy of the sacraments. We know them as true, but not how or why they
are so. Mysteries transcend the world of certainty, and our efforts to possess certainty, like those of
the religious leaders in John 9, can cut us off from something miraculous happening right in front of
us.

How much conflict and division in our church and in our world is amplified by our pursuit of
certainty? How many possibilities have we missed in our commitment to the way things are? How
often in our pursuit of certainty do we use it to hoard power and keep others on the outside looking
in? Certainty is the enemy of community because it rejects the very notion that God may be doing a
new thing.

Embracing mystery in our life of faith looks like learning to say “I don’t know,” “Maybe,” and “What if
. . . ?” It asks us to let go of our need to control and understand, and to trust God’s promises more than
our evidence. Mystery requires a posture of humility and curiosity, a willingness to look for God in
inexplicable and unbelievable places and events. After all, we preach Christ crucified (1 Corinthians
1:23), an unbelievable notion if ever there was one.

JOHN 9:1-41 UNBELIEVABLE

From sundaysandseasons.com.  
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

God of mystery, open my eyes to the
ways you are working in places I do

not expect. Give me humility to
release my need for certainty and the

courage to trust your grace. Amen.

 Today, when you encounter
something confusing or uncertain,

pause and pray:
“God, help me stay curious and open

to what you are doing.”



Just for YOUthJust for YOUth

June 29  to July 2th nd

Monday through Thursday
9:00 am to 1:30 pm
This day camp is free to all 
participants.  For children going 
into grades Pre K through 6  .th

Grades 7  and up are needed to th

fill Junior Counselor positions! 

FLBC Summer Camp Reservations are open!
Pastor Dawn will be the camp pastor
 the week of August 2  through the 7 . nd th

Camp Representatives will be at 
worship on April 12  - during Family th

Worship.  They will be available after 
worship to answer any questions you 
have about FLBC.
Go to flbc.net to register.  

Upcoming Events for Youth:
Family Worship, Sunday March 15th
9:30 AM 
Vacation Bible School Day Camp:
June 28  to July 2  9:00 am to 1:30 pmth nd

VBS Day Camp 2026VBS Day Camp 2026



This Week | March 15-21
Sun 3/15
•Family Worship — 9:30 am (in person & live stream)
•Adult Forum, Luther’s Lessons: The Lord’s Prayer – 11:00 am
(Fellowship Hall)
• HUGS Ministry meeting 12:00 pm (Fellowship Hall)
•Electric City Chorale rehearsal - 6:00 pm
Mon 3/16
•  No Jeremiah Bible Study
•  Celebration of Us – Ladies Social 6:00 pm (Fellowship Hall)
Tues 3/17
•Electric City Bible Study — 7:00 am (Zoom)
• Men’s Breakfast — 7:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
 Wed 3/18
•LOGOS Youth Ministry 5:30 pm
•High School Youth Ministry 6:30 pm
Thurs 3/19
•  Jeremiah Bible Study 10:00 am (Sunshine Room) *
•  Lenten Soup Supper, Church Council hosting – 6:15 pm
(Fellowship Hall)
•  Lenten Worship - 7:00 pm (sanctuary)
Friday 3/20
•Bethel Office closed
Saturday 3/21
•Close Knit Crafters – 10:00 am (Fellowship Hall)

ONGOING MINISTRIES
Hope Circle — Monthly gathering for
connection and care - contact Terry
Korpela by clicking this link Email
Terry
Electric City Bible Study — Tuesdays
at 7:00 am (Zoom) -   contact Terry
Korpela by clicking this link Email
Terry
Men’s Breakfast — Tuesdays at 7:00
am in Fellowship Hall  - contact Dave
Scholten  by clicking this link  Email
Dave
LOGOs Youth Ministry - Pre K thru
High School — Wednesdays 5:30 pm
6:30 pm (HS) - contact Tami
Grosenick by clicking this link Email
Tami

Looking AheadLooking Ahead

*Zoom option available.  Please email the Bethel Office at bethelgf.church@gmail.com to receive a link.

There is a place for you here...All are welcome!

Next Week | March 22-27
Sunday 3/22
•Worship — 9:30 am (in person & live stream)
•Adult Forum, Luther’s Lessons:  Baptism & Holy Communion –
11:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
•Great Falls Chorale Rehearsal – 6:00 pm 
Monday 3/23
•  Jeremiah Bible Study - 6:30 pm (Fellowship Hall) *
Tuesday 3/24
•Electric City Bible Study — 7:00 am (Zoom)
• Men’s Breakfast — 7:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
Wednesday 3/25
•LOGOS Youth Ministry 5:30 pm
•High School Youth Ministry 6:30 pm
Thursday 3/26
•  Jeremiah Bible Study 10:00 am (Sunshine Room) *
•Lenten Soup Supper, Altar Guild hosting – 6:15 pm (Fellowship
Hall)
•  Lenten Worship - 7:00 pm (sanctuary)
Friday 3/27
•Bethel Office closed

CANstruction CANstruction 

LOGOs 
Youth Ministry 

LOGOs 
Youth Ministry 

Building will take place 
during LOGOs

Wednesday, April 8th!

Building will take place 
during LOGOs

Wednesday, April 8th!

Help us by donating “building
materials”-canned goods for the
kids to use for their creations.
Donated food will be 
given to FISH! Food 
pantry.
We are collecting through Lent.

mailto:terry.korpela@gmail.com
mailto:terry.korpela@gmail.com
mailto:terry.korpela@gmail.com
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