JUNE 26, 2025 Third Sunday after Pentecost

GOD CALLS US, GOD TRANSFORMS US, GOD SENDS US

BETHEL NOTES

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 9:30 AM IN PERSON OR ONLINE AT BETHELMT.ORG
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Lord, in yowr mercy...
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Prayers of comfort for the Family and
Friends of Camille Ryan, Patrick Ryan’s
mother, as they mourn her sudden
passing.

Prayers of comfort for the Family and
Friends of Charles Hurin, Steve Hurin’s
father, as they mourn his passing.
Prayers of comfort and support for the
family and friends of Dick Seim as we
celebrate his life, Saturday June 28" at
3:00 pm.

Prayers of comfort for Staci Cayko-
Skogas, niece of Shirley Cayko, and her
family as they mourn the death of her
mother.

Beverly Finnegan as she is being treated
for infection and circulation
complications.

Prayers of healing for Dennis McCarty
recovering at home.

Prayers of healing for Denise Cowen,
Pastor Dawn’s mother, who is having
cataract surgery next week.

Prayers of healing for Rev. Dawn Busch
for persistant low back pain.

Prayers of healing and support for Lois
Hill, Mary Hill’'s mother, as they
determine the cause of recent falls.
Prayers of healing for Debbie, Jeanne
Rankin’s cousin, diagnoised with ALS.
Prayers of healing for Holly Lode,
daughter of Bernice Johnson, as she
recovers after two hospitalizations.

Prayers of healing for Cyndie Johnson,
daughter in law of Bernice Johnson,
who is healing a broken arm after a
fall.

Prayers of comfort for Dawn Krueger,
Greg Grosenick’s aunt, under hospice
care at home.

Prayers of healing and support for
Carol Ann, Marilyn Carlson’s sister, as
she has lung cancer and awaiting
treatment options.

Prayers of support for Cindy
Considine as she manages progessed
symptoms of Parkinsons.

Prayers of growth and strength for
Sutton Crawford, daughter of Jimmy
and Danielle, Patty Braget’s grand-
daughter, in NICU due to premature
birth.

Prayers of healing for Jasper, family
friend of Sara Graft, as he receives
treatment for aggressive cancer.
Prayers of healing for Bob Underhill,
Sue Hesse’s bother in law, diagnosed
with brain lesions and determining
treatment.

Prayers of healing for Sue Cassell,
friend of Sara Sexe, as she is receiving
treatments for cancer.

Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he
continues to manage his health.
Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz as he
continues cancer treatment.
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The Bethel Council met as scheduled in May and June. Notable items from both
meetings are included here.

Pastor Dawn continued more training for the council, specifically Chapter 12 of our
Constitution which is related to the responsibilities of the Council and committee
structure. We have several committees required by our Constitution which include the
Executive, Nominating, Audit, Mutual Ministry, and the Call Committees. Other
committees mentioned in our documents include Mission Endowment, Finance, and
Worship/Music planning. The council intends to address committees and membership in
the coming months and ensure we align with constitutional requirements. One of the
important points we were reminded of is the requirement related to meetings. If we plan
to modify the constitution, we must give 30 days' notice to the congregation. If we plan
to hold a congregational meeting for any other reason, just two weeks notice is required.

Highlights from Pastor Dawn’s reports included:

1.Average attendance at worship continues to be higher than previous months and she
is happy to add the summer Wednesday night service. With just two services at the
time of this report, we are pleased that these mid-week events have already attracted
people who cannot otherwise attend Sunday worship. All are welcome to attend
Wednesdays, a casual and comfortable gathering.

2.The adult education forum, The Invitational Christian, went very well with excellent
brainstorming and feedback about how our church can expand our outreach and
attendance. The next topic of adult education will focus on Psalms. Watch the
announcements in Bethel Notes.

In May and June, the council spent significant time examining finances including
internal processes, bookkeeping services, investments, endowments, the internal audit,
building insurance, and our mortgage loan. As mentioned above, we plan to establish a
Finance Committee which will be comprised of a few council members and a few
congregational members who can dedicate time to diving deeper into all these areas. In
the spirit of financial transparency, we share two points of interest:
1.As of June 1, our interest rate for our mortgage increased from 3.875% to 6.25%. Our
principal balance is $61,235.09. The required monthly payment is $448.00 but we have
been consistently paid more than required. We will continue to pay $2670 per month
with the goal of lowering the principal. Thank you for your generous giving to help
retire this debt.
2.Randy Gilbertson, who will replace Kelsey Johnson as our Council Treasurer in
January, has created a report that is incredibly helpful to Council. The OOFF
(Outlook of Future Funds) report uses the lengthy financial reports from our
accounting firm to create a concise and at-a-glance report that is easier to digest.
We will regularly share this report with the congregation. Please see the first
snapshot on the next page.

Continued on next page.. Pd9e3



Tammy Good is leading our efforts for all things
related to outreach ministry. Bethel will once
again host an American Red Cross Blood Drive
on July 1from 2-6 p.m. If you can donate, please /’ Ig
do! We will kick off our official Ministry
Outreach efforts in August under the theme K=
Together We're Better. Mark your calendars for '
September 7 for the annual God’'s Work Our
Hands event when we will partner with Habitat
for Humanity.
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vening Weorship
WEDNESDAYS
7:00 PM

7 on the patlc;gt Bethel Lutheran Church

09 18" Ave SW ! g

The Council will not meet in July* but will approve some items via email. We wiill

convene again on August 12.

*The constitution allows the Council to not meet one time per year. Since July is a busy vacation month,

we have chosen to skip this monthly meeting.

Outlook of Future Funds (OOFF) through end of May

2025 2025 OOF year to
OOFF date thru May

2025 actual year to
date thru May

Total Expense $329,881 |$109,850 $116,364
Total Income $325,938 ($108,537 $103,794
Net Ordinary -$3,943 |-$1,313 -$12,570
Income

Respectfully submitted by Shannon Marr

SATURDAY,

JUNE 28 . 2025
3:00 PM

RECEPTION AT THE HERITAGE INN TO
FOLLOW THE SERVICE. JOIN US FOR
MEMORIES AND CELEBRATING A WONDERFUL
FATHER, FRIEND,AND FAMILY MAN.
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Sunday School’\ﬁ_
3" Annual Carniva

b

GRADES PRE K THROUGH 6™
COUNSELORS FROM FLATHEAD

FOOD + GAMES + PRIZES LUTHERAN BIBLE CAMP

FACE PAINTING « MUSIC « & MORE 7th grode and up ask about our

Junior Counselor Program!

JUNE 12pm | St. John's
29, - | Lutheran
2025 | 3pm ‘ Church

-/ JuLyiq™-i8™
9:00 AM TO 1:30 PM

Fun for the whole Family Activities Bethel Lutheran Church
v Music and Singing 1009 18" Ave SW
v Outbound games Great Falls MT 59404
v Crafts .
« Bible stories Registration Link Bl q
v Fellowship Scan QR Code &l
MMI H More Information 406-761-1543 bethelmt.org
H " ’ 'ALLAHIM | ' M|
Gy L

AIRPORT EVENT CENTER, GREAT FALLS, MT 58404 | JULY 10-12 2025

This summer’s adult forums will study
a different psalm each week. There are
different types of psalms in scripture
that are written as beautiful, poetry

and hymns. Whether you have always WISDOM CONFERENCE 2025
loved the poetry or if you've never
been a poetry fan. Let’s dig into these
words together and hear language that
is helpful to praise God and to cry out
to God when needed.

6/29 Psalm 16 - Trust psalms

For more information on this

7/6 Psalm 66 - Praise psalms conference go to
7/13 Psalm 25 - Acrostic psalms www.candra-all4him.com
7/20- no adult forum - worship

planning day

VIP Ticket Price: $297  Ticket Price: $247

7/27 Psalm 138 Thanksgiving psalms ) )
Livestream Price: $97

check out the notes toward the end of

July for the August schedule. o ) )
Candra All 4 Him Ministry is not a minstry of the ELCA

All Are Welcomel p—



- THIS WEEKR'S GOSPEL MESSAGE

Moving In Love

Participating in divisive discourse has become pervasive in this
culture, particularly on social media platforms. Conversations
regarding religion and politics can swiftly escalate into full-blown
battles, and it can be challenging to remain cordial and reflective
when confronted with false dichotomies and personal attacks -
around social issues. Al o

In today’s gospel reading, the siblings James and John quickly want to retaliate with violence
and aggression against the village that rejects Jesus. However, he rebukes them for their fury.
The brothers appear to have disregarded the fact that when Jesus commissioned them earlier
with the other disciples to spread the good news, he instructed them that if they encountered
rejection, they should merely “shake the dust off [their] feet as a testimony against [the
rejectors]” and move on (Luke 9:5). Dusting off their feet was not only for the sake of
nonengagement but also for their safety. What good would the news be if every rejection led to
violence and war?

It's not easy to dust off our feet and move on when we are engaged in passionate debates. But
how do we translate this action into a life-giving practice of discipleship? We practice this
spirit of reconciliation during worship when extending peace to our neighbor. We engage in
loving discourse when we pray and share a meal around Jesus’ table.

Our engagement as disciples is steeped in the reminder that Jesus came to bring abundant life
and love into the world. Finding ways to stay connected to one another while balancing the
moments that call for dusting off one’s feet and moving on is not simple or easy. Gatherings
and connections within and outside of worship allow us to practice God's abundant grace and
mercy, whether by stepping away or by moving in close for the sake of care and love for
neighbor and self.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

+ American | Blood f_-gt-:‘-:'_x:BETH €L

Ly Red Cross | Services S—=-—-ismoms

ehalin”
DONATING
BLOOD

Tuesday, July 1*
1:00 pm to 6:00 pm

For an appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org
Or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)

1009 18" Ave SW Great Falls MT 59404
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JUST FOR YOUTH

The core of worship
Why do we stand while
listening to the gospel

reading? The gospel is at
the center of worship.

It is important because it
tells the actions, stories,
and words of Jesus.
Gospel readings come

from the first four books
in the New Testament:

Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John. Think of the

gospel as the core of
worship. It gives us the
“seeds” of worship. The

rest of our worship grows
around the important

words of the gospel. \\\

Fruits of the Spirit

Our [reedom as God’ children gets us ready for service to
others. God’s Spirit helps us by giving us the “fruits of the
Spirit.” Fruits of the Spirit help us serve others without com-
plaints or excuses. Color over the squares with complaining
faces. Whats left? The fruits of the Spirit!

List them here: 5.

l. 6.

2 7.

3. 8.

4 9.
S|P|A|[T|I|E|IN|C|E |GGG
S|E|L|F|C|O|N|[T|[R|O]|LI|E}
3|A|G|E[N|[T|L|E|[N|E|S]S
ﬁcﬁ@ﬁLOVEggj
G|E[N|E|R|O|S|I|T]|Y|}|O
(3 K| 1 [N|D[N|E|S|S|E|Y
FIA|[I|T|[H|F|U|L|N|E]|S]|S

Summer and freedom!

Vacations and holidays are times for celebration.
We are free to live as Gods children. God frees us
for action.

Do some summer math to change FREEDOM into
an action. To find the answer, use the alphabet on
this page and count up or down from each letter.
Print the new letter in the space below.

F R E E D O M

+13 -13 +13 +17 +5 -12 -8

Find your favorite fruit at home for
an alter-church snack, then read
Galatians 5:22-23 together.

&

f% Help us serve you, Lord. Amen

Welcome to worship. Flags often give the message

of freedom. Use these flags to decode Jesus’ message

to his disciples and to us in today’s gospel reading.
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CHURCH CALENDAR

THIS WEEK

Sunday 6/29

*Worship in person and online 9:30 am
*Adult Forum on Psalm 16 — Trust Psalm
Tuesday 7/1

*Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting
7:00 am

* Red Cross Blood Drive 1:00 pm to 6:00
pm

Wednesday 7/2

*Summer Evening Worship on the patio at
Bethel 7:00 pm

Thursday 7/3

NEXT WEEK

Sunday 7/6

* Worship in person and online 9:30 am

» Pastor Dawn leaves for week at FLBC
Tuesday 7/8

 Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting
7:00 am

Wednesday 7/9

« Summer Evening Worship on the patio led
by Earl Terwilliger, LMA in Training at Bethel
7:00 pm

Friday 7/11

» Bethel office is closed.

*Independence Day Observed, Bethel Office < Aitz Chaim Friday Shabbat Service 6:00 pm

Closed

Friday 7/4

*Happy Independence Day Bethel office is
closed.

PICK UP THE
LATEST COPY
OF...

Christ In Our Home
Living Lutheran Magazine

available on the track rack in the
Narthex or contact the Bethel Office
406-761-1543 or email
bethelgf.church@gmail.com and we

will be happy to mail copies to you.

CONTACT PASTOR DAWN

(406) 761-1543 ext. 202
bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com
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