10th Sunday after Pentecost July 25 2024

BETHEININOTES

THIS SUNDAY
Readings:

First Reading:
2 Kings 4:42-44
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Psalm 145:10-18
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Second Reading: g L@AVES

Ephesians 3:14-21
JOHNG6:T1

Gospel Reading: B

John 6:1-21 -

Serving This Sunday S
Accompanist Inside this issue:
Mary Seim, Piano We celebrate the 10" Sunday after Pente-  prayers 2

Lay Assistant cost.

Mindy Leach We welcome and thank Dave Scholten,
LPA presiding in worship this morning.

Special Meeting An- 3
nouncement

Usher Dave has been authorized by the Bishop of ~ Blo0d Prive Results

Tammy Good the Montana Synod to provide pastoral ser-  go4's work sunday 4

Tech vices in this congregation this Sunday. Smith’ .

) mith’s Inspiring

Gabe Smith Blessings and Godspeed to Christopher Donations

Projection Gleason as he is going into active duty in

TBD EL Paso Texas for until next spring and will Gospel Message >
be serving as a medical provider. Sexe/Gettis wedding

Children’s Church wishes

Julia Elkin New Adult Forum Book Study to begin

Hailey Marr August 4™ after worship. Future Faith, Ten New Adult Forum 6

Hospitality Challenges Reshaping Christianity in the Book Study

Marilvn Carl 21% Century. If you would like Bethel to or-

ST der a book for you, the cost is $13.50, sign Just for YOUth 7

up on the table in the Narthex.

Counters

Patty Braget Budget change meeting for all Bethel Vot- Calendar 8
ing members after worship on August 18™. Ministries

Tammy Good
Preaching and

Presiding at Bethel
Join us at 9:30 AM in person or online at bethelmt.org.
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Prayers of comfort and support for Don
and Kathi Bisgard as they have moved
Don into Peace Hospice.

Prayers of healing and support for Mike
Evans, Thelma Seyfert’s son, as he trav-
els to Mayo Clinic for a major surgery.

Prayers of healing for Sandi Cummings
as she recovers at home from surgery.

Prayers of healing for Stephanie Cum-
mings as she has an MRI for torn menis-
cus and determines the best treatment.

Prayers of healing and support for Carrie
O’Brien as she prepares for ankle joint
replacement surgery scheduled for August
12th.

Prayers of healing for Charlie Hill, friend

of Jeanne Rankin, who has had brain sur-
gery and will be receiving radiation treat-

ments in Houston, TX.

Prayers of healing Shelly Murphy who
was recovering from a recent hospitaliza-
tion.

Prayers of healing for Dick Seim as who
is home and continues to regain strength.

Prayers of healing for Shannon Obrecht,
family friend of Karen Lord, as she experi-
ences complications with cancer treat-
ment.

Prayers of healing for Kathleen, friend of
Dena Wagner-Fossen, as she continues
medical testing at Mayo Clinic.

Prayers of continued healing for Eric Pe-
terson as he receives chemotherapy that
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has slowed the progression of cancer
growth.

Prayers of healing for Broc Cole, child of
a friend of Ali Morris, as he battles lym-
phoma.

Prayers of healing for Kristin, Bobbie
Bowen’s daughter, as she continues treat-
ment for cancer.

Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he
continues to manage his health.

Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz as he
continues cancer treatment.

¥ Prayers of strength in leadership for

Gustavo Driau, Regional Representative
of South America, Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton, Bishop Laurie Jungling, and
Associate to the Bishop Rev. Brenda
Frelsi.

@ﬂmmmmm%mé%w,
she and San want to thank their PBethel
Family for all the loving concern and
many prayers. Jhey are so very grateful .
(L special thank you to Sim Carlsan fok
W%@M%mwmm—
Continued prayers for them both.
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Voting Member Special Meeting Announcement

The budget committee met to discuss adjusting our budget. Since we have Pastor's
salary sitting in our budget and it is not being used, we decided to reallocate some of
those funds so they can be used in other areas of necessity.

This budget change has to be voted on by the congregation. This meeting will be
held after worship Sunday, August 18th. Here are the proposed changes.

Pastors remaining salary: $65,691.00 (this is salary including benefits)

Re-allocate to:

. Call Committee: $15,000.00 (if needed in this fiscal year, this will help to pay to
bring a candidate to MT for an interview, and will help with moving expenses)

« Major Repairs and Maintenance: $5,000.00 (we are trying to build up an
"emergency" fund to have on hand should we have anything urgent that needs to
be attended to, there are currently to monies set aside in our budget for these po-
tential expenses)

« Normal Maintenance & Repairs: $15,000.00 (this is for some general Mainte-
nance at the church. We are currently in need of having some of our hazardous
trees cut down and this line item will help with some of those expenses)

« Music Fund: $1,500.00 (this will help for items such as music for the bell choir,
and any other needs that may arise)

« Pulpit Supply: $5,000.00 (This is a little extra in this area, but will pay for our pul-
pit supply until the end of the fiscal year)

. Pastors Salary: $24,191.00 (this will remain in the pastors salary, should we by
some miracle hire a pastor by the end of the year)

If you have any questions about these changes, you may reach out to Patty Braget
our Bethel Council President, Kelsey Johnson, Bethel Treasurer or any member of
the Council prior to this meeting. Questions may be asked at the meeting as well.

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday

ST

Join us for a day of service! service projects.

September 8th

We will have a short worship

before we go out to our
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Fun at VESIL

1009 18th Ave SW, Great Falls MT 59404 (406) 761-1543 www.bethelmt.org/bethelgf.church@gmail.com 4



GOSPEL MESSAGE LOA
Will There Be Enough? il

“Will there be enough?” This is perhaps a question as old as
humanity itself. Will there be enough money? Enough food?
Enough time? It's a question that threatens to consume our -
faith communities. Will there be enough volunteers? ‘
Enough preachers? Enough money in the offering plate?
Enough people in the pews? Will there be enough donations or energy or creativity to
carry us through?

>

We aren’t alone in these fears. The disciples asked the same of Jesus. “Will there be
enough to eat?” Surely, a few loaves of bread and a couple of fish could never feed this
crowd. Better to send the people away to fend for themselves.

Perhaps like the disciples, we tend to panic and turn inward when resources start to
dwindle. And yet, again and again, God calls us together, taking our fears and trans-
forming them into gifts of abundance. A few crumbs become a feast. A hungry crowd
becomes a community bearing witness to God’s grace.

This story is an antidote to our anxious times, when we are tempted to cling, to hoard,
to squander away resources for an uncertain future. Miraculous things happen when we
open our fists and trust that with God, all things are possible.

This is not an easy mindset to hold, so together, we practice! We practice a theology of
“enoughness” each week when we share communion with one another. We witness the
tremendous power of a little bread and a little wine to sustain us on our journey. We
practice generosity when we pass the offering plate, turning our meager offerings into a
gift for the greater good. We witness how the gifts and talents of a community come
together to create something that on our own would never have been possible. Be-
cause, in Christ, there is always more than enough.

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Blessings and Godspeed to Christopher Gleason.
He will be mobilizing to Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas for
a Soldier Readiness Program (SRP) mission. His du-
ties will include performing physicals and evaluations
on soldiers who are either deploying or returning from
deployment. His tour will last approximately seven
months, beginning on August 1st and expected to be
back in Great Falls around the end of February. Chris
is hoping to make some visits during that time.

Take Care Chris, you will be missed!!

Left to right: Jason and Christopher Gleason
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Adult Forum Book Study
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In Future Faith: Ten Challenges Reshaping the Practice of Christianity, author Wesley
Granberg-Michaelson provides a lucid view of how the top ten winds of change
blowing through global Christian faith are reshaping the practice of Christianity today.
He is uniquely gualified to identify and interpret connection points between global
Christian trends and the American church.

Drawing on the stories, examples, and personalities of pastors and congregations from
throughout the U.S. as well as those from Africa, Asia, Latin America, who are the faces
of Christianity’s future, Future Faith is designed to inform and empower followers of
Jesus to seek new ways of becoming the face of Christ to a rapidly changing world.

Leaders and practitioners in church growth, renewal, and planting will be a primary
audience for this book. Students of religion from Catholic, evangelical, Pentecostal,
and historic Protestant streams will find this book an informative and stimulating
resource for pondering together the future of their faith. Small groups engaged in
congregational nurture and growth will find in the author a welcome companion for
guiding them through the multi-cultural landscape of contemporary faith.

Colter McCarty will facilitate this book study. Each week we will cover one chapter in the book and partici-
pants will take turns leading the discussion regarding their chapter. Only those who would like to lead will be
asked to lead, there is no obligation for those who opt out of leading the discussion.

We will be Sunday, August 4th after worship and continue through October 6th.

If you would like to participate in the study, Bethel will order the books, the cost to cover the book is $13.50
and you may sign up in the narthex or email Tami in the Bethel Office to get a book ordered for you. You are

welcome to pick up the book on your own if you wish.

If you have any questions please contact Tami in the Bethel Office.
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More than enough

John 6:1-21

So many people and not enough food! The disciples won-
dered what they should do to feed such a crowd. “There is
a boy here with bread and fish, but what good will that

do?” wondered Andrew, Jesus’ disciple.

So many people and PLENTY of food! With Jesus’ blessing
everyone had enough to eat. Find the two fish and five
loaves of bread hidden in the picture and circle them.

Friendly fishq

The first Christians used the fish symbol ds a secret
greeting. One person would frace an arch in the dust
like this: /77~ The other pergon would add
another arch like this: ~_ " Together, it made
a fish. Christians Today still use the fish as a gymbol
for Jesug” Tollowers. X

Draw more fish here using only two lines for each fish.
Share the drawing space with a Triend, each person
drawing one of the arches.

P
D
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You can multiply “BREAD AND FISH” into many more
words by combining letters in different orders. How many
can you make? The list is started for you.

NN
é dear\ bread and fish di G)h
\

\g

~e— _ __/

Welcome to worship.

Communion is a special time for all of God’s family. It
is a sacrament and sometimes called the Holy Eucharist
or the Lord’s Supper. At communion we share bread
and wine with each other. We remember that Jesus
Christ is with us.

Draw the bread and wine from communion in the
ministers’ hands.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
THIS WEEK

Monday 7/29
o Bethel Office Closed
Tuesday 7/30

« Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00
am

Friday 8/2
o Bethel office is closed.

e Aitz Chaim Friday worship 6:00 pm

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday 8/4

o Family Worship led by Dave Scholten, LPA
and LOGOs Youth ministry in person and
online at 9:30 am

e Adult Forum book study, Future Faith, begins
after worship in the Fellowship Hall

Tuesday 8/6

« Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00
am

Thursday 8/8
o Exec Board Zoom meeting 6:30 pm

Friday 8/9
o Bethel office is closed.

August 5,2024, 6:00 to 8:00 pm
New Hope Lutheran Church
3125 5th Avenue South
Great Falls MT 59405
Questions? 406-799-0100

(406) 761-1543

Fellowship
Ministries

Electric City Bible Study—online
What a great way to connect with one another!
Join our bible study via Zoom, Tuesday morn-
ings at 7:00 am. Contact Laurie Turner at
lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to join the
meeting.

Men’s Breakfast

Join us for a fun and engaging conversation,
and insightful discussion of each week’s lec-
tionary texts as we meet in the Fellowship
Hall Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am. Contact
Dave Scholten at dschol-
ten@dlsconsulting.net for more infor-
mation.

On hold until September

Hope Circle—in person
This group meets once a month usually on

Tuesday or Thursday afternoons. Bible
study and fellowship are celebrated with
this group of ladies. Contact Terry Korpela
to be on the group email for meetings and
prayer requests terry.korpela@gmail.com.

On hold until September

Preaching And Presiding at Bethel

July 28th
August 4th
August 11th  Jim Carlson, LPA

Dave Scholten

Dave Scholten

August 18th  Hymn Sing with the Ryans

August 25th  Pastor Sara MacGilvra
Branom

September 1st Pastor Jessica Crist
September 8th God’s Work Sunday
September 15th Rev. Doug Scholten
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