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JULY 24, 2025 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

Serving This
Sunday
Piano Accompanist 

     Lynn Ryan
Lay Assistant 
    Tamy Scholten
Usher 
     Shannon Marr
Worship Tech 

     Gabe Smith
Children’s Church

     Hailey Marr
     Taylah Jaques 
Counters

    Patty Braget   
    Shannon Marr
Hospitality

     Sandy Pepos
Altar Guild

     Mary Gernaat
     Terree Wozny

This Sunday at
Bethel...

Readings:

First Reading: 

Genesis 20-32

Psalm 138

Second Reading:  

Colossians 2:6-15

Gospel: 

Luke 11:1-13
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We celebrate the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism for Kallan and Beckett
Auger, along with their parents Devin
and Ashleigh Auger and their sponsors
Grant, Marissa and Gregg Geiger.

Join us in Farewell and Godspeed for
Kathi Bisgard as she prepares to move
to Missoula.

Join us at 11:00 am in the Fellowship
Hall for an adult forum on Psalm 138
Thanksgiving psalm.

Our Summer Evening Worship
continues this Wednesday, July 30  at
7:00 pm. All are welcome!
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Lord, in your mercy...
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Prayers of healing for Carol Ann,

Marilyn Carlson’s sister, as she has

begins treatment for lung cancer.

Prayers of healing for Clarice Skogley,

Jeff Skogley’s mother, who is in the

hospital.

Prayers of healing for Jerry, Jeanne

Rankin’s brother’s father-in-law, who is

having age related brain bleeds.

Prayers of healing for Mary Ann Finnan,

Shannon Marr's mom, who is managing

a breast cancer diagnosis and

treatment plan. 

Prayers of healing for Dennis McCarty

recovering at home.

Prayers of healing for Rev. Dawn Busch

for persistant low back pain.

Prayers of healing for Debbie, Jeanne

Rankin’s cousin, diagnoised with ALS.

Prayers of healing for Holly Lode,

daughter of Bernice Johnson, as she

recovers after two hospitalizations.

Prayers of healing for Cyndie Johnson,

daughter in law of Bernice Johnson,

who is healing a broken arm after a fall.

Prayers of comfort for Dawn Krueger,

Greg Grosenick’s aunt, under hospice

care at home.

Prayers of support for Cindy

Considine as she manages

progessed symptoms of

Parkinson’s.

Prayers of healing for Jasper,

family friend of Sara Graft, as he

receives treatment for aggressive

cancer.

Prayers of healing for Bob

Underhill, Sue Hesse’s bother in

law, diagnosed with brain lesions

and determining treatment.

Prayers of healing for Sue Cassell,

friend of Sara Sexe, as she is

receiving treatments for cancer.

Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic

as he continues to manage his

health. 

Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz

as he continues cancer treatment.

...hear our prayer.

Memorial Service for 
Eric Peterson

Friday, August 8  th

11:00 AM
Redeemer Lutheran

Church
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MT Synod Transition Updates

Dear Friends in the Montana Synod,

Thank you for your many encouraging notes and kind words this past month. I’m excited
to serve you and your congregations across Montana and Northern Wyoming. As we
navigate this transition, I want to share a brief update before beginning my role as
bishop on September 1.

In late June, I attended Bishop Formation training in Chicago and met twelve other new
bishops from across the country. Hearing their stories, I was encouraged by the ELCA’s
support and confident in our Synod’s strong foundation for building a faithful future.
Like the Apostle Paul, I trust that the one who began a good work among us will bring it
to completion.

On July 1, I visited Great Falls for productive meetings with Bishop Laurie and Synod
staff. This dedicated team has served faithfully and remains committed to the ministry
ahead. While we’re still finalizing roles, I’m working closely with each staff member to
align their gifts with the synod’s needs. I’m especially grateful that Pastor Brenda Frelsi,
Associate to the Bishop, has agreed to my request to remain for a few months to support
the transition and lead another LMA retreat. I also appreciate that Pastor Kay Whitman
will continue as Director of Evangelical Mission, sharing her wisdom and passion for
Christ’s mission. Furthermore, I am thankful that Deacon Colter McCarty will continue as
Associate to the Bishop, overseeing technological and administrative work while living
out his call to Word and Service ministry.

Finally, I’m pleased to invite you to my installation as Bishop of the Montana Synod at
2:00 pm on September 20 at American Lutheran Church in Billings. This congregation
helped send me to seminary 20 years ago, and by holding the service near my home
church in Shepherd, I hope to honor the many lay leaders who shaped my faith. The
service will be livestreamed for those unable to attend.

Thank you again for your prayers and support. I continue to pray for you with joy,
trusting in all that God is doing among us.

In Christ,
﻿Bishop-elect Ben Quanbeck
bquanbeck@montanasynod.org

Philippians 1:3–6 I thank my God every time I remember you,

constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you,

because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I

am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among

you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.

mailto:bquanbeck@montanasynod.org


Patrick’s Catholic Church in Perry, Iowa. Together, they built a beautiful life founded on hard

work, determination, faith, and a deep devotion to their family. She and Donald farmed a dairy

and crop farm south of Story City, Iowa, where they raised their 6 children.

Beverly was a woman with a servant’s heart. She lived her faith through action—sewing warm

blankets for the homeless, filling food pantries, and offering her time and compassion to

charitable organizations, including Birthright, Meals on Wheels, and more. As a Eucharistic

minister at St. Cecilia Catholic Church, she brought peace and presence to many.

An avid quilt maker, Beverly poured love into each handmade piece, comforting countless family

members and those in need. She was also known for her sweet tooth, especially her love of peanut

M&Ms, a simple pleasure that brought her joy and became a light-hearted signature of her

cheerful personality.

Family was Beverly’s greatest pride. She is survived by her six adoring children—lovingly known

by her as the “Awesome 6”—along with a large and loving extended family, including treasured

in-laws, 20 grandchildren, 18 great-grandchildren, and one great-great-grandson.

She is preceded in death by her beloved husband, Donald; her parents, Clifford and Burneil

Truax; her grandson, Jared; and her sister, Barbara. Their memories were never far from her

heart, and we find comfort in knowing they are now reunited.

She is survived by her children and their families. Children include Sharon Mueller (Steve), Rose

Running (Ron), Jim Finnegan (Jackie), Steve Finnegan (Bridget), Joe Finnegan (Tanice), and

Stacey Finnegan-Kruse (Kevin).

Beverly’s warmth, generosity, dry-quick humor, and boundless love touched everyone who knew

her. Her life was a testament to faith in action, to kindness without conditions, and to the power

of quiet, steady love. Though she will be deeply missed, her spirit lives on in every life she

touched—and in every quilt, kind act, and smile shared in her memory.

A visitation to honor Beverly’s life will be held at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church on

Monday, July 21st from 5 – 7 pm, followed by a service in her honor on Tuesday, July 22nd at

10:00 am. Lunch will be served following the service before the funeral procession to her earthly

resting place at the Jefferson City Cemetery.

Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church can be found at 14238 500th Avenue, Ames, Iowa, and the

cemetery can be found at 1019 E Lincoln Way, Jefferson, Iowa.

In lieu of flowers, the family invites donations in Beverly’s memory to a memorial to be

determined by the family, continuing her life’s work of care and compassion.

Rest in peace, Beverly, Mom, Grandma, friend…. Your spirit lives on.

Sharon Mueller wishes to express her heartfelt gratitude to everyone who offered
condolences and kept her and her family in their prayers during this journey.

Beverly Jeanne Finnegan, 94, passed away surrounded by family, leaving

behind a legacy of deep faith, kindness, and unwavering love. Born on

September 2, 1930, in Rippey, Iowa, above a chicken hatchery, Beverly was

the beloved daughter of Clifford and Burneil Truax.

She graduated from Dawson High School, and not long after, met her love,

Donald Edward Finnegan. They were married on January 29, 1951, at St. 
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In Loving Memory of Beverly Jeanne Finnegan
September 2, 1930 – July 17, 2025



Join us for an additional
chance to get your photo

taken for our Church
Directory:   August 3rd, 

right after worship.
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Evening WorshipEvening Worship

All Are‌All Are‌
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Welcome!‌
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UpcomingUpcoming

FUNDRAISERFUNDRAISER

This summer‘s adult forums will study
a different psalm each week. There are
different types of psalms in scripture
that are written as beautiful, poetry
and hymns. Whether you have always
loved the poetry or if you’ve never
been a poetry fan. Let’s dig into these
words together and hear language that
is helpful to praise God and to cry out
to God when needed.

7/27 Psalm 138 Thanksgiving psalms
8/3 Psalm 49 Instructional psalm
8/10 Psalm 33 Praise psalm
8/17 Psalm 82 Prayer for help
(Communal)
8/24 & 8/31 No Adult Forum

summer
 forumsadult

All Are Welcome!
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The disciples’ request that Jesus teach them to pray reveals a
touching vulnerability. Jesus responds with an invitation into
a prayer brimming with gratitude and expectation for the care
and intimacy of the divine Parent. While the Lord’s Prayer may
be familiar, each time we pray it, it still possesses the grace to
speak a new word to us and draw forth a desire we were not
aware of. Martin Luther felt that Christians who prayed the
Lord’s Prayer each day, or even portions of it, could be certain
their prayer would be more than adequate.

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL MESSAGETHIS WEEK’S GOSPEL MESSAGE
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The Lord’s Prayer is not the prayer of an individual but of a collective. The prayer begins with “Our
Father,” not “My Father,” and petitions God to address our hunger, our sins, and our practice of
forgiveness. Prayer of all kinds, including the Lord’s Prayer, is not simply a private conversation
between God and an individual, but a unique harmony in the immense choir of those set free in
Jesus. Every time we turn our hearts to God in prayer, we do so with and alongside the entire
body of Christ.

It’s easy in our culture today to dismiss prayer or to trivialize it as empty wishes. And when
prayer is offered as a cynical gesture in response to real pain and suffering, such dismissal seems
understandable. But the truly countercultural nature of our prayer is our trust that God receives
and responds to our praise, petition, and lament, that our persistence and perseverance in prayer
are not in vain. The God who gives us our daily bread, forgives us our sins, and saves us from the
time of trial hears our prayers animated by the trust that God will be faithful and will keep God’s
promises. This prayer then becomes for us a spark of hope that guides our daily action and our
faith that God is making all things new and inviting us into this redemptive work.



JUST FOR YOUTH
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Electric City Bible Study—online 
What a great way to connect with one another! Join our bible study via Zoom, Tuesday
mornings at 7:00 am. Contact Laurie Turner at lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to join the
meeting.
 

Men’s Breakfast - On Hold until September
Join us for a fun and engaging conversation, and insightful discussion of each week’s lectionary
texts as we meet in the Fellowship Hall Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am. Contact Dave Scholten at
dscholten1118@gmail.com for more information. 
 

Hope Circle—On Hold Until September
This group meets once a month usually on Tuesday or Thursday afternoons. Bible study and
fellowship are celebrated with this group of ladies. Contact Terry Korpela to be on the group
email for meetings and prayer requests terry.korpela@gmail.com. 

CHURCH CALENDAR

Fellowship Ministries
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CONTACT PASTOR DAWN (406) 761-1543 ext. 202

bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com

This Week Next Week
Sunday 8/3

•  Worship in person and online 9:30

am

Tuesday 8/5

•  Electric City Bible Study, Zoom

meeting 7:00 am

Wednesday 8/6

•Summer Evening Worship on the

patio at Bethel 7:00 pm 

Friday 8/8

•  Bethel Office closed

Tuesday 7/29

• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom

meeting 7:00 am

Wednesday 7/30

• Summer Evening Worship on the

patio at Bethel 7:00 pm 

Friday 8/1

• Bethel Office closed

• Aitz Chaim Friday Shabbat 6:00 pm

mailto:dscholten1118@gmail.com

