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This Sunday at Bethel... In This Issue:

We thank the LOGOs Youth Ministry for as- F28%2~

sisting leading worship. * Rravels

* Ladies Lunch Invitation
We are honored and blessed to welcome Page 3—
Pastor Dawn Busch our new pastor at +« A Note FromiPatieh
Bethel. Join us after worship before our an- BB
nual meeting for a piece of cake to cele- + FLBC Events
brate her arrival! Page 4—
Following worship we will hold our annual * Family Promise News
meeting, if you are a * Page 5— LOGOs Learns

About the Prodigal Son
* Confirmation Leads
Children’s Message
* NRIT Job Opening
Page 6—
* This Week’s Gospel
* Thank You To Our

voting member of
Bethel you are en-
couraged to stay, all
are welcome to at-
tend.

Readings- Bethel Cleaning Crew
Page 7—-

First « Just for YOUth

Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10 Page 8-

) . * Fellowship Ministries
Psalm: Psalm 71:1-6 * Church Calendar
Second * Rev. Will Rima Installa-
Reading: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 tion
Gospel:  Luke 4:21-30
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¥+ Prayers of healing for Steve Cowan, as & Prayers of healing for Carrie O’Brien

he recovers from a stroke and his wife as she continues to recover following
Denise as she cares for him. complications after surgery.
¥ Prayers of healing for Shannon ¥ Gustavo Driau, Regional Representa-
Obrecht, family friend of Karen Lord, as tive of South America, who is in the hospi-
she continues to have complications with tal.
cancer treatment. ¥ Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he
¥ Prayers of healing for Jenny Woods as continues to manage his health.
she prepares for gallbladder removal sur- Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz as he

gery February 5th.

continues cancer treatment.

¥ Prayers of healing for Kathy Johnson’s
mother Ethel who is preparing for sur-
gery for a shattered elbow.

¥ Prayers of healing for Bob Underhill,
Sue Hesse’s bother in law, diagnosed with
brain lesions and determining treatment.

¥ Prayers of healing for Dennis McCarty
as he recovers and regains strength.

¥+ Prayers of healing for Ron, friend of
Tamy Scholten, who is managing a retinal
detachment.

% Prayers of support for Doug Gordon as
he gets settled in his new home.

¥ Prayers of healing for Lynn Ryan’s
mother, as she awaits a surgery for a
double lung transplant.

¥ Prayers of healing for Sue Cassell,
friend of Sara Sexe, as she is receiving
treatments for cancer.
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A Note From Pastor Dawn

Hello Dear Church!

I’m so excited to join in what God is doing

through you in this Bethel community.

A little bit about me... Having grown up in

Montana, | am grateful to be back home. | = . 5
Tl

previously lived in Shelby, Colstrip, and just

‘ (_\\BIBLE CAMP

a couple years in Great Falls. My parents

are currently living in Helena and Brett’s parents are on a farm
v lving i Updates

north of Stanford, making Great Falls a great location for us. Brett

and | met at Montana State and were married at Redeemer Lu- Blessed Epiphany! Seek the
theran Church here in Great Falls. We have one son who graduat- | light! Follow the light! Share the
ed from Boise State University almost two years ago, and he is light of Christ!

working as a mechanical engineer in Mountain Home, ID.

About my call to ministry... | graduated from MSU with a Comput- Registration for Weeklong Sum-
mer Family Camp opens TO-

DAY!!! To register call (406)
752-6602 or
email registration@flbc.net

er Science degree, and | have always been involved in leadership
in the church. When | started to hear this idea from others that |
should think about going to seminary, | resisted. | didn’t think

God would want ME to be a pastor. When | finally decided to
Feb 7-9 - Elementary Retreat --

Bring your kids/grandkids/
church kids for an awesome

begin with Greek and Hebrew, this call was confirmed. Some
days | still can’t believe it, but God has even used my computer

skills in more ways than | would have imagined. | see myself as weekend of fun, games, wor-
more of a people person than a computer person, and | hope you ship, Bible study, and com-
will see that, too. | look forward to meeting you, and | hope to see munity building.

you on Sunday where | will share more! Mar 7-9 - Grandparents Re-

treat --A chance to enjoy

In this week’s lessons, Jeremiah makes excuses for his inability to your grandkids, while having

go where God is calling. Each of us is called by God for a specific FLBC lead them in Bible
purpose. We each have unique gifts and together we are the body study, play time, crafts,
of Christ. Today, | know that God has called me to serve along- games, worship, hiking,
side you, and | cannot do this ministry without you. snow fun, and more!

Registration for volunteering
Summer 2025 is now
open! Register Here!

Please introduce yourself and share your gifts. God calls ALL of
us. God Transforms us, changing us to be the people we are cre-

ated to be. And, God sends us out into the world for the good of
ALL people. Thanks be to God!

Pastor Dawn
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Exciting Additions Coming to Family Promise!

Last Sunday, Greg Grosenick, Director of Family Promise Great Falls gave an update on the past
year and look into 2025 at Family Promise. For those who are not familiar with Family Promise
and their mission, they assist children and their families who are homeless or facing homelessness
in securing permanent housing. Their team consists of Greg and three part-time staff members,
Cari Yturri, Development Director; Tiffany Wilkson, Marketing and Outreach, and Tiffany Cage,
Family Advocate/Case Manager.

Greg brought to our attention the real challenges families face in Great Falls today. Childcare is
now approximately $1200 per month per child. Rent is up 30% in Montana, now $1400 for a small 2
-bedroom apartment. In 2022, a higher end rent that they assisted with was $900 to $1000, and
now three years later, a comparable apartment goes for $1600 to $1800 per month. You can clear-
ly see how easy it would be to get behind if you miss even one month. Jobs in Great Falls typically
pay around $15.00 per hour, but wages would need to be closer $25.00 an hour to cover today’s
expenses.

So how is FPGF trying to help.

o Emergency stays in hotels under very specific situations

« Eviction Prevention program tries to keep families in the housing that they are currently in —in
2024 70% of our assistance was spent on Eviction Prevention.

The focus for 2025 is the new Journey stabilization program, which will help families find housing
and keep housing. This program is very supportive and provides intensive case management, goal
development, financial training, and financial assistance for rent, education, childcare, medical ex-
penses, and the other hurdles life throws at us. As part of this program, there is also a Good
Grades for students and a Matched Savings program for adults.

One of the significant losses Family Promise experienced due to Covid and the discontinuation of
the rotational program at the churches was the connection with the volunteers and families. To
bring that connection back, there is a new Family Advocate Network, or FAN program, which aims
to reconnect volunteers with families. To foster these relationships, we will be hosting Family Fun
Nights once a quarter at The Hub, with our first one on Friday, Feb 7™, from 5 to 7. These events
will feature pizza, games, and movies, creating opportunities for our volunteers to meet and bond
with our families. Our “FAN”s will be the supportive figures that the families currently lack—
individuals who can serve as positive role models in their lives.

Knowing that may not be comfortable for everyone, there are additional ways in which you can sup-
port Family Promise. Sponsoring a Family Fun Night, providing supplies like cleaning products, toi-
letries, food and paper goods are always welcomed. Additionally, monetary contributions for the
programs are always greatly valued.

Two upcoming fun fundraising events for Family Promise: .
« Family Promise Night at P Gibson’s February 4" from 5:00 to 8:00
pm B |
« The Third Annual SOC HOP — Dancing Through the Ages, May 3rd |
from 5:00 to 10:00 pm dinner, dancing, a silent auction and DJ will
play music from the 50s, 60s, 70s, and 80s — tickets will go on sale |
soon, come dressed in your favorite decade!
Every day we see people like you and | in need. Jesus came tousto |
let people know we are all one in God’s eyes. We are all members of
the same body of Christ taking care of one another. Jesus taught his
disciples and us how to carry on his ministry. We know God is still at
work through us accomplishing great things within our communities.
With your help and with the help of our Great Falls community, we will
continue our mission to end childhood homeless, one family at a time.
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LOGOs Youth Tell The Prodigal Son

The LOGOs 3rd through 6th Grade learned the Parable of the
Prodigal Son, the three groups took turns acting out in a short
skit the story and what they learned from it.
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Part of our Confirmation Class gave the Children’s Message during worship
showing that each part of God’s church must work together!

From Lt to Rt: Parker Schoenen, Kolton Kupfner, Kendall Ryan, Georgia Pike

In back: Kari Ryan, Ainsley Kubas, Tesher Johnson

STILL Open Position!! Direc-
tor of Northern Rockies Insti-
tute of Theology (NRIT)

We are announcing the opening of Di-
rector of NRIT, please download the job
description below for more information
about the position and responsibilities.

The Northern Rockies Institute of The-
ology is the continuing education min-
istry of the Montana Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ameri-
ca that equips both lay leaders and
clergy for their various ministries.

Position Description:

The Director of NRIT works to plan, pro-
mote, and host quality Christian educa-
tion for the Montana Synod and its
neighbors. This position may include
the duties of a Lay Ministry Associate
(LMA) program support person who
works with the Montana Synod Associ-
ate to the Bishop in coordinating their
education courses. Both positions in-
volve planning and hosting seminars,
retreats, and workshops on a variety of
topics for all members of the synod:
clergy, church members, and candi-
dates for lay ministry (i.e. LMA train-
ing). Training will be provided.

Download the full description and
how to apply here
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Gospel Message
He Goes on H|s Way

It wasn't so long ago that we sang a song about the
“meek and mild” newborn Jesus. But we see he is any-
thing but that in today’s gospel! When he makes the
audacious claim that Isaiah’s messianic prophecy “has
been fulfilled in [their] hearing” (Luke 4:21), the
crowds are delighted and glad to claim him as one of
their own.

Jesus instigates a conflict, though, by recalling instances in which Elijah and Elisha min-
istered to Gentiles instead of to the people of Israel. That the people of Capernaum so
quickly turn on him shows how easily we all become focused on ourselves, our status,
and our desires, instead of on God’s mission to reach those who do not yet know God’'s
love. The crowd’s reaction points, for example, to a perennial temptation in faith com-
munities to prioritize insiders’ preferences over ways to invite and make room for new-
comers to hear the gospel. We are quick to draw lines around “our” people and look at
anyone beyond those lines as an outsider. But what if Jesus leads us, as God led the
prophets, to someone unexpected? How would we respond if Jesus called us to em-
brace people whose socioeconomic class or language is different from ours? Would we
pick up stones if Jesus announced he was off to go bless folks who voted

for that candidate?

Even though this story ends with the Nazareth crowd stuck in their anger, it offers hope
for us when we find ourselves struggling with the call of Jesus. Luke tells us Jesus
simply “went on his way” (v. 30). The crowd’s rage could not deter Jesus from his path
to the cross and the empty
tomb. He redeems even those
who deny, oppose, and reject
him. Just so, our resistance
does not prevail. No matter
what our ways might be, his is
the way of mercy for all. Jesus
fulfills God’s plan to rescue the
world, to reconcile all creation!

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved.
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Jeremiah, one of God’s messengers

Jeremiah 1:4-10

Jeremiah loved God, and God loved Jeremiah.
God said, “Jeremiah, I choose you to be my messenger

to all the nations.”

Jeremiah said, “Lord, 1 don't know what to say.

[ am only a boy.”

God said, “Do not be afraid. T will be
with you to protect you. I will give

you the words to say.”

Jeremiah was

Follow the arrows
around and around
until you reach the
center of the circle.
As you come to
each letter, write it
in order in a blank
space below.

or
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Welcoming others

God wants us to welcome EVETYONE o

“’Ol'Ship_ Here are some ways pEOp]E

welcome others to worship.

S,

The pastor
welcomes people
visiting your church.
Write Welcome!

inside the cartoon

% balloon.

Ushers greet people,
o give them bulletins,

and help them 1o

find a place to sit.

Draw bulletins in the
g ushers hand.

When people share the
peace, they welcome
each other with hugs,
handshakes, and cheerful
words. Add smiles to

the peoples faces.

How can you welcome someone

. at worship today?

Letting your light shine

Have you heard this song? It goes, “This little light

of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.” Jeremiah let his light

shine by telling everyone he met about God. You can

let your light shine, too.

Color in the flame beside each way you can be
a messenger of God's love.

Bethel Lutheran Church 1009 18th Ave SW Great Falls MT 59404

s,

Jesus filled the world with the light of
God’s Love. Color the candle to reminds
us of that light.

406-761-1543 bethelmt.org bethelgf.church@gmail.com 7



Sunday 2/2
e Happy Groundhog Day!

o Pastor Dawn and the LOGOs Youth ministry
leads worship in person and livestream at 9:30
am

e Annual Meeting to follow worship

Tuesday, 2/4

« Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am

e Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am

Wednesday, 2/5

e LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; High School 6:30
pm

Friday, 2/7

o Office Closed

e Aitz Chaim Friday worship 6:00 pm

NEXT WEEk

Sunday 2/9
e Worship 9:30 am in person and livestream

e World Hunger Sunday

e Jubilate Choir sings

Tuesday, 2/11

o Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am

e Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am

Wednesday, 2/12

e« LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; High School 6:30
pm

Thursday 2/13

o Executive Board Meeting in the Fellowship Hall
6:30 pm

Friday, 2/14

« Happy Valentine’s Day

« Office Closed

Fellowship Ministries

Electric City Bible Study—online
What a great way to connect with one
another! Join our bible study via Zoom,
Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am. Contact
Laurie Turner at lolli51gus@icloud.com for a
link to join the meeting.

Men’s Breakfast

Join us for a fun and engaging
conversation, and insightful discussion of
each week’s lectionary texts as we meet
in the Fellowship Hall Tuesday mornings
at 7:00 am. Contact Dave Scholten at
dscholten1118@gmail.com for more
information.

Hope Circle—in person
This group meets once a month usually

on Tuesday or Thursday afternoons.
Bible study and fellowship are
celebrated with this group of ladies.
Contact Terry Korpela to be on the group
email for meetings and prayer requests
terry.korpela@gmail.com.

Next meeting February

You are all invited to
the Installation of Rev. William Rima

2:00pm on Sunday, February 2nd, 2025

Redeemer Lutheran Church
332 Riverview 3 West
Great Falls, MT 50404

Clergy are invited to vest (White) and process. Please be at the church at
1:40 pm to vest in the office or the copier room.

There will be a reception to follow downstairs in the fellowship hall.
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