Bethel Notes

Let’s Worship together 9:30 AM
in person or online at bethelmt.org
All are welcome!
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Rev. Dawn Busch ¢

Readings
Micah 6:1-8

Psalm 15

1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew b:1-12

Serving Sunday Announcements

Thank you for your service!
Accompanist  Lynn Ryan, piano

This Sunday we celebrate the Fourth

Acolyte Tesher Reidle Sunday after Epiphany.

Lay Assistant Parker Schoenen, Sidney Rio

Readers Ellie and Emmy Kosanda, Ethan Thank you to the LOGOs Youth Ministry
Kupfner, Tesher Reidle, Sidney for assisting in worship this morning.

and Sierra Rio, Kari Ryan, Parker

Schoenen
Ushers Ethan Kupfner, Kari Ryan
Tech Gabe Smith
Children’s Church Addi Carlson, Hailey Marr,
Kendall Ryan
Hospitality Lynn Ryan
Altar Guild Marilyn Carlson, Terry Korpela
Counters Pam Dougherty, Terry Korpela

The 2026 Council Retreat and February
meeting will be held following worship
today in the Fellowship Hall.

January 29, 2026



We hold in prayer those in our community and beyond
who are in need of healing, strength, comfort, and peace.
We trust that God knows each story more deeply than
words can express.

PRAYERS

NEW OR CHANGED

We extend our heartfelt prayers for Turner Graybill, seeking healing, strength, and
restoration as he faces a setback and has been readmitted to the hospital in Seattle and has
surgery this afternoon. Additionally, we offer our prayers for Pastor Jessica Crist and her
family as they provide support and care during this challenging time.

Prayers of comfort for the family and friends of Bobby Kelsey, Tami Grosenick’s cousin, as
they mourn his passing.

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THOSE

Receiving medical treatment Recovering at home or in rehabilitation
Brad Eriksen, Terry Korpela's brother Rob Kellenbeck, Dena Wagner-Fossen’s cousin
Marcia, Sara Sexe’s cousin Dave Cattrell, Sandi Cummings brother
Callie, friend of Julia Elkin Marjorie VanderAarde
Jim, friend of Sue Hesse Clarice Skogley, Jeff Skogley’s mother
Ashley, friend of Ali Morris Dennis McCarty
Carol Ann, Marilyn Carlson’s sister Jane Mart

Shirley Cayko

Living with chronic illness or Receiving Hospice or end-of-life care

ongoing health concerns Jerry, Jeanne Rankin’s brother’s father-in-law
Carrie O’Brien Margery Johnsten, mother of Jenny Woods
Bob Underhill, Sue Hesse’s brother-in-law and Pr. Trina Johnsten.

Ed Pottratz
Alex Bostic

To add or update a prayer request, please contact the Bethel Office by email or
call 406-761-1543. Names remain on the list unless we are notified of a change.


mailto:bethelgf.church@gmail.com

Life at Bethel

The 2025 Giving Statements are prepared and ready for pick up in the Narthex, this Sunday.
All statements not picked up will be mailed on Monday, February 2", Please review them and
call the Bethel Office if you have questions or concerns. 406-761-1543 or

email bethelgf.church@gmail.com

February 8,2026
11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall

Pr. Steve Nelson's Mission Trip to the Philippines

Steve Nelson embarked on a mission trip to the Philippines with an
organization known as Global Mission Awareness. This journey brought
together 14 ecumenical Christians from diverse locations, including

Kuwait and Zimbabwe.

His experiences included:
» Ministering at a center for young individuals who have been trafficked
» Visiting those incarcerated

e Engaging in youth ministry

Join us to hear about his inspiring experience of sharing God’s love with the wonderful

people of the Philippines.

Get ready for some heavenly jingles! The Bethel Handbell Choir is set to dazzle during
worship on Sunday, February 15th. Rehearsals kick off on Saturday, February 14th from
10:00 am to noon. Fancy joining the bell brigade? Drop a line to Sharon Mueller at
oboeclar@gmail.com!



Upcoming Events & Invitations

(y_ NV,

Join Redeemer Lutheran Church on
Saturday, February 14t at 11:30 AM
332 RIVERVIEW 3w
for a Valentine’'s Day Luncheon
with guest speaker Carrie Parker, Director of Helping Hands.
Cost is $5.00 per person

please RSVP to 406-453-2351.
SPECIAL WOODWORKING LESSON

CKRAFTERS! BY LEROY WESCHE!

We are restarting our Close Knit ministry with a new twist! One Saturday each month
we will meet in the Fellowship Hall for some crafting and fellowship! If you are a crafter,
wanna-be crafter, have a talent in crafting or want to learn, come and join us. /00’77 '
Kick Off January 31* at10:00 AM! . & : / I/h
All are welcome!!! / "(?‘X‘(\‘ \ %a[‘g’m
o e 0y

Grandparents & Grandchild Retreat:
March 13-15, 2026

Grandparent don't miss this chance to enjoy your grandkids, while having
FLBC lead them in Bible study, play time, crafts, games, worship, hiking,
snow fun, and more!

@ENNEIEPAVNTD  CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

%

Great Falls Public Schools

All kids engaged in learning today...for life tomorrow

Mark your calendars for Monday, February 9th at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary!
The GFH and CMR Girls Treble Choirs are joining forces for a day-long musical extravaganza
at Bethel. By evening, these talented young performers will dazzle you with a short concert

showcasing the tunes they've mastered in just a day. Prepare to be wowed by their
impressive skills and harmonies!


https://pkk8ctiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pxzVTMAVf57FN7blg4abngHSfUKlGU9M-fcPa6NOXLhgyWYoHO1un7tofu5eKr5IDK-H6ss0zhY8N569e5ne3T6rmbXfzo6THahXapqMzFu7NQmakzJ5EhXC7sRe_oLd_nxMilNfa8ndBMiguX1eXV5LlofZw4SiT_3GbIb8Q5LNEnKLkGBaSzg82hzJ2qURu1SLNvQS2Hi-8SHeLyvS0XouioD175nM&c=E86uGZvQ93hhvoxM3OP-ENml2wYOd6DBM2JMYJru1ZS90Y-sQWRi_w==&ch=jmBFiyWeQM9oQQRY3h92SpTFxnaoLlW9nUxtP9uxYuqD7mLGuaeh6w==

Deeper Engagement

ALLISON MARR EMBARKS ON A TRIP TO THAILAND
AS PART OF HER STUDIES IN SPEECH PATHOLOGY.

Over winter break I was blessed with the opportunity to travel to
Thailand for a two week, culturally immersive and clinically based
abroad experience. For those who may not know, I am a third year
student in the Communicative Sciences and Disorders program at
the University of Montana. In other words, I am studying to
become a speech language pathologist, so this trip was an
opportunity to grow and practice my clinical skills in a completely
new environment!

I traveled with a group of 11 other speech pathology students from
across the country. We got to observe and work with individuals
with a variety of disabilities and communication needs, learn about
rehabilitative practices in Thailand, participate in adaptive
recreational activities, and more. One major takeaway I had from
the clinical work we did was how God always finds a way to foster
connection.

Although I do not speak Thai, and most of my clients/participants
do not speak English, we were able to build a really unique and
genuine rapport with one another. I was in awe at the pure joy
experienced by the families, clients, clinicians, and students that

came even from simple activities done in community or through
tiny breakthroughs of communication.

On top of the incredible clinical experiences, I feel so blessed to
have encountered the rich and beautiful Thai culture that is so
different from my own. My fellow students and I got to roam
markets, tour temples, see the New Year’s Eve lantern celebration,
visit an elephant sanctuary, and try countless traditional Thai
dishes.

This trip was truly a priceless opportunity and I could not have
done it without the encouragement and prayers of my friends and
family, including my Bethel family!




Gospel Reflection
MATTHEW 5:1-12  SOMETHING BIGGER THAN US

The beatitudes could easily be read as a list of rewards and consequences, and the kind of
behaviors that will merit one or the other. We are well accustomed to understanding the
world in such terms. Children receive rewards for good behavior. Students earn awards or
scholarships. Athletes win medals or trophies. Success is a ladder we climb and, if we've
done our part, our job is rewarded in the end.

Jesus talks about a great reward, but it's not one we can earn. On a closer look, the nature of
many of the so-called “blessings” in the beatitudes is as much about what is done to us as
about anything we do for ourselves. Jesus begins his sermon by going up the mountain, but
his words push us not to new heights but to greater depths. Poverty of spirit, mourning,
meekness, hunger, thirst, and persecution—these are not behaviors to strive toward for a
reward. Instead, they are circumstances in which we can find ourselves when the ladder
we've been climbing falls to the ground. Alternatively, to be merciful or pure in heart or a
peacemaker is to choose to get off the ladder altogether for the sake of something bigger
than our small selves.

The beatitudes as a whole suggest that Jesus wants more for us than simply collecting a
heavenly prize in the end. His blessings assure us that all along the way, no matter our
circumstances, we have an inherent, God-given dignity that no one and nothing can strip
from us. At the table of Christ, all who hunger and thirst for righteousness are filled. This meal
isn't awarded to us for a job well done. Rather, it feeds us for the work still to be done, that of
sharing God’s mercy and peace with others.

Lord Jesus,

You meet us on the mountains and in the valleys.
When we feel small in spirit, call us blessed.

When we grieve, hold us in hope.

When we hunger for what is right, strengthen us.
Make us merciful, pure in heart, and brave for peace—
not to earn your love,

but because your kingdom has already come near.
Amen.

Blessed am |—child of God, called and kept by grace

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



Upcoming Events for Youth:

Just for YOUth st

Jesus’ words give blessings to people at surprising times:
at sad times, when they felt poor, weak, or put down by others.
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"Happy are the poor in spirit, for the
kingdom of heaven is theirs."
ing humble and needing God

"Happy are those who mourn,
for they willg¢comforted.™
ing sad for bad things and God will help """'?S\HM
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Circle the letters for the word the “blessed” in the picture.

N
"Happy are the meek, for they will inherit \ {

"Happy are those who hunger and thirst for
what is right, for they will be filled.”

. . . . Matthew 5:1-12
Wanting justice and God's way ] .
Jesus turned many rules inside out.
This inside out puzzle is already finished. Use the puzzle
"qupy are the merciful, to fill in the blanks below.
for they wills¥shown mercy.": 4]
ng kind and forgiving to others i G
s o [4]
"Happy are the pure in heart, ¢|h | i|t]d]e]e]n
for they will see God.™ : p
Having clean thoughts and intentions b o |
lo|t]a]d 5 |
Happ are the peacemakers, for they will o
‘W called children of God.": s
Making peace between people
__—__ _  taughtthe
"Happy are those who are persecuted for —_———
doing what is right for the kingdom of Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see
heaven is theirs.™ ___ . Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will
@ing brave for Jesus, even if it's hard becalled __ __ _ __ __ ofGod.
Rejoiceandbe _  Godblesses




Looking Ahead

This Week |February1-6

sun2f1

« LOGOs Family Worship — 9:30 am (in person &
live stream)

« Council Retreat

Mon2/2

* Happy Groundhog Day!

» Jeremiah Bible Study — 6:30 pm (Fellowship Hall)*
Tue2/3

« Electric City Bible Study — 7:00 am (Zoom)

» Men's Breakfast — 7:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
Wed2/4

« LOGOS (Pre-K-8th) — 5:30 pm

« High School LOGOS — 6:30 pm

Thu?2/5

« Jeremiah Bible Study — 10:00 am (Fellowship Hall)*
« Electric City Chorale Rehearsal 7:00 pm

Fri2/6

» Bethel Office Closed

« Aitz Chaim Friday Worship 6:00 pm

Next Week|February 8-14

sun2/8

« Worship — 9:30 am (in person & live stream)

« World Hunger Sunday

« Adult Forum: Pr. Steve Nelson, Mission Trip (sanctuary)
Mon2/9

« GFPS Treble Choir Festival (sanctuary/Fellowship Hall)
« Jeremiah Bible Study — 6:30 pm (Fellowship Halll)*
« GFPS Treble Choir Concert 7:00 pm (sanctuary)
Tue2/10

« Electric City Bible Study — 7:00 am (Zoom)

« Men's Breakfast — 7:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
Wed2/n

« LOGOS (Pre-K-8th) — 5:30 pm

+ High School LOGOS — 6:30 pm

Thu2/12

« Jeremiah Bible Study — 10:00 am (Fellowship Hall)*
« Electric City Chorale Rehearsal 7.00 pm

Fri2/13

« Bethel Office Closed

sat2/14

 Happy Valentine's Day!

« Bethel Handbell Choir rehearsal 10:00 am

*Zoom option available. Please email the Bethel Office
at bethelgf.church@gmail.com to receive a link.
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Serving our Community % (/Honoring our Promise

ng Tickets: $25
4 Inguire about table options

1019 Central Ave

-~

9-3p.m. M-Th Or online at
www.familypromisegf.org
406-564-5267

ONGOING MINISTRIES

» Hope Circle — Monthly gathering for
connection and care - contact Terry
Korpela by clicking this link Email
Terry

» Electric City Bible Study — Tuesdays
at 7:00 am (Zoom) - contact Terry
Korpela by clicking this link Email
Terry,

e Men’s Breakfast — Tuesdays at 7:00
am in Fellowship Hall - contact Dave
Scholten by clicking this link Email
Dave

» LOGOs Youth Ministry - Pre K thru
High School — Wednesdays 5:30 pm
6:30 pm (HS) - contact Tami
Grosenick by clicking this link Email
Tami

There is a place for you here..All are welcome!
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