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3rd Sunday after Epiphany

January 22, 2026

Serving Sunday
Thank you for your service!

Accompanist  - Connie Titcomb

Lay Assistant - Chris Gleason

Ushers - Donna Vinnedge

Worship Tech - Colter McCarty

Children’s Church - Tyler Grosenick

                                      Kendall Ryan

Hospitality  - Sandy Pepos, LaRae Veitch

Altar Guild -  JoDee Black, 

                         Tami Grosenick

Counters - Greg Grosenick 

                     Shannon Marr

Let’s Worship together 9:30 AM
 in person or online at bethelmt.org 

All are welcome!

Announcements
Thank you to the Jubilate Choir, led by
Jeff Skogley, for the beautiful music
this Sunday.  If you would like to sing
with the choir, rehearsal is before
worship at 8:45 AM.

Our Annual Meeting will be held
Sunday after worship in the sanctuary.
A quorum is needed, so if you are a
voting member, please prayerfully
consider staying for the meeting. The
meeting usually concludes by noon.

Readings
Isaiah 9:1-4

Psalm 24:1, 4-9

1 Corinthians 1:10-18

Matthew 4:12-23



WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THOSE

PRAYERSPRAYERS
NEW OR CHANGED 

Prayers of comfort, strength, and peace for Margery Johnsten, mother of Jenny Woods and
Pr. Trina Johnsten, and for her family as they receive difficult news of cancer progression
with no further treatment options and entrust her care to God’s loving presence.

Holding Turner Graybill in prayer for healing, strength, and restoration as he continues his
recovery, and for patience and renewed strength as further surgeries are delayed. Prayers
also for Pastor Jessica Crist and her family as they walk alongside and care for him.

We hold in prayer those in our community and beyond
who are in need of healing, strength, comfort, and peace.
We trust that God knows each story more deeply than
words can express.

Receiving medical treatment
   Brad Eriksen, Terry Korpela’s brother

   Marsha, Sara Sexe’s cousin

   Callie, friend of Julia Elkin

   Jim, friend of Sue Hesse

   Ashley, friend of Ali Morris

   Carol Ann, Marilyn Carlson’s sister

  
Recovering from surgery
   Rebecca Boucher
   Shirley Cayko

Recovering at home or in rehabilitation
   Rob Kellenbeck, Dena Wagner-Fossen’s cousin

   Dave Cattrell, Sandi Cummings brother

   Marjorie VanderAarde
   Clarice Skogley, Jeff Skogley’s mother

   Dennis McCarty
   Jane Mart   

Living with chronic illness or ongoing health concerns
   Carrie O’Brien
   Bob Underhill, Sue Hesse’s brother-in-law

   Ed Pottratz
   Alex Bostic

Receiving Hospice or end-of-life care
   Jerry, Jeanne Rankin’s brother’s father-in-law

To add or update a prayer request, please contact the Bethel Office by email or
call 406-761-1543. Names remain on the list unless we are notified of a change.

mailto:bethelgf.church@gmail.com


Hello Dear Church!  

I continue to be excited to participate in what God is doing through you in this Bethel community.  

A year ago next week I led worship at Bethel for the first time. Over the last year I have worked hard to
meet each of you and I know I still have a ways to go. As we began to study the book of Jeremiah
together this year, I was reminded that Jeremiah makes excuses for his inability to go where God is
calling. Each of us is called by God for a specific purpose. We each have unique gifts and together we are
the body of Christ. Today, I remember that God has called me to serve alongside you, and I cannot do
this ministry without you.

Have you ever attended an annual meeting? Why would we need to have “business” in a church
community? Can’t we just do whatever we feel the Spirit is leading us toward? That should be our goal!
Sometimes the Spirit leads us to opportunities that require planning and volunteers and funding. How
best do we use the gifts of your time and your treasures to support these opportunities? Your council
members will be making these decisions on these ministries throughout the year, and we want to hear
your voices. 

At an annual meeting, we take time to look at the past years’ ministry and look forward to what God is
calling us to do and to experience in the coming year. This is an exciting time, and with a glance at our
annual reports it’s clear that we have much to celebrate. I’m thankful for the work of the nominating
committee who spent some time identifying those of you who have leadership skills to share with a new
church council, passion for the broader church to serve as delegates to our MT Synod Assembly, and
excitement to serve as delegates for our Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp ministry. I’m thankful for the
work of the Finance committee and the Bethel Council who spent hours identifying how to be good
stewards of your financial gifts, while opening up as many of the opportunities we seek to live into our
guiding principles: gaining new life through worship, receiving and applying gifts to love and serve,
practicing life-long faith formation, and enjoying Christ-centered relationships.  

In what way is God calling you to share your gifts? Come and see what God is doing at Bethel, and where
God is leading us together. God calls ALL of us. God Transforms us, changing us to be the people we are
created to be. And, God sends us out into the world for the good of ALL people. 

Together let’s make it a great New Year!
Pastor Dawn +

2026 Proposed Budget Constitutional Changes TLC Revenue Share 
Presentation

A Note from Pastor DawnA Note from Pastor Dawn

2025 Annual Report

https://www.bethelmt.org/uploads/3/0/9/6/30961995/2026_proposed_budget.pdf
https://www.bethelmt.org/uploads/3/0/9/6/30961995/constitutional_changes_12.2025.pdf
https://www.bethelmt.org/uploads/3/0/9/6/30961995/revenue_share_presentation.pdf
https://www.bethelmt.org/uploads/3/0/9/6/30961995/revenue_share_presentation.pdf
https://www.bethelmt.org/uploads/3/0/9/6/30961995/revenue_share_presentation.pdf
https://www.bethelmt.org/uploads/3/0/9/6/30961995/2025_annual_report.pdf


MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 
FAMILY PROMISE SOC HOP

Upcoming Events & InvitationsUpcoming Events & Invitations
LADIES VALENTINE LUNCHEON AT 
REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Join Redeemer Lutheran Church on 
Saturday, February 14t at 11:30 AM 

 332 RIVERVIEW 3 w
for a Valentine’s Day Luncheon 

with guest speaker Carrie Parker, Director of Helping Hands.
Cost is $5.00 per person

please RSVP to 406-453-2351.

We're excited to be planning another great SOC HOP for April
25th, 2026 at The Elk's Lodge in the heart of downtown Great Falls.
Ticket prices have been reduced by 50% this year, and we're
hoping to fill the evening with lots of food and fun! We'll be in
need of several volunteers to make the evening run smoothly, so
please reach out to Tiffany Wilkson if you have a few hours you
can donate. Tiffany can be reached via email at
Tiffanyw@familypromisegf.org.

The Cold Weather Drop-in Center hosted at First United Methodist
Church, 610 2nd Ave N, opens its doors from 5:30-9:30 pm when the
temperature is 32 degrees or lower.

Established in 2022, Housed Great Falls is cares for people who are
unhoused in Great Falls, Montana. With community support, they provide
a cold weather drop-in for respite from life threatening weather. With the
temperatures dropping the next couple of days, they could use some
support.  If you woud like to help, please click the link to the left and see
where you could be of assistance.

Facebook @housedgreatfalls,housedgreatfallsmt@gmail.com, PO Box
3592, Great Falls, MT 59403.

DROP-IN HELP NEEDED‌DROP-IN HELP NEEDED‌
COLD WEATHER‌COLD WEATHER‌

CLICK
HERE TO

SEE
NEEDS‌

CLICK
HERE TO

SEE
NEEDS‌

mailto:Tiffanyw@familypromisegf.org
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/1044122240103/false#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/1044122240103/false#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/1044122240103/false#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/1044122240103/false#/invitation


Deeper EngagementDeeper Engagement

CRAFTERS!‌Close Knit‌
We are restarting our Close Knit ministry with a new twist!  One Saturday each month
we will meet in the Fellowship Hall for some crafting and fellowship!  If you are a crafter,
wanna-be crafter, have a talent in crafting or want to learn, come and join us.

Kick Off January 31  at 10:00 AM!  st

All are welcome!!!

SPECIAL WOODWORKING LESSON
BY LEROY WESCHE!

Sunday, January 25  | after worship
In person & via Zoom

Our Annual Meeting will be held January 25.  This is an important meeting for Bethel.  We will
be voting on our 2026 Budget, new Council members, Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp
Representatives, Synod Assembly Voting Members, Nominating Committee Members, and
changes to our Bethel Church Constitution.  To review those changes before the meeting,
click here or go to bethelmt.org (link is on our homepage.)

A Zoom link will be available—please email the Bethel Office at bethelgf.church@gmail.com if
you would like to participate online.  We need a quorum to hold any voting so please make
every effort to attend.  We need your vote.  No votes in absentia. 

All are welcome, even if you are not a voting member.  We just ask that all non-voting
members or regular attendees refrain from voting during that portion of the meeting.

Meeting Notification

Grandparents & Grandchild Retreat:
March 13-15, 2026
Grandparent don't miss this chance to enjoy your grandkids, while having

FLBC lead them in Bible study, play time, crafts, games, worship, hiking,

snow fun, and more!

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

FLBC Event

This Sunday!

https://www.bethelmt.org/uploads/3/0/9/6/30961995/constitutional_changes_12.2025.pdf
mailto:bethelgf.church@gmail.com
https://pkk8ctiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pxzVTMAVf57FN7blg4abngHSfUKlGU9M-fcPa6NOXLhgyWYoHO1un7tofu5eKr5IDK-H6ss0zhY8N569e5ne3T6rmbXfzo6THahXapqMzFu7NQmakzJ5EhXC7sRe_oLd_nxMilNfa8ndBMiguX1eXV5LlofZw4SiT_3GbIb8Q5LNEnKLkGBaSzg82hzJ2qURu1SLNvQS2Hi-8SHeLyvS0XouioD175nM&c=E86uGZvQ93hhvoxM3OP-ENml2wYOd6DBM2JMYJru1ZS90Y-sQWRi_w==&ch=jmBFiyWeQM9oQQRY3h92SpTFxnaoLlW9nUxtP9uxYuqD7mLGuaeh6w==


Gospel ReflectionGospel Reflection
MATTHEW 4:12-23     JUST HOW NEAR IS IT

From sundaysandseasons.com.  
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

This anxious question is as old as Christians’
faith: How near? How near is the kingdom of
heaven? Near when angels announce a holy
birth. Now? Near when Jesus unrolls a scroll in
the synagogue, declaring the acceptable
time. Now? Near when miracles of sight and
sound and speech, bread and water and
wine astound. Now? Near when the Son of
David trots into Jerusalem on a donkey, talks
of paradise at Golgotha, abandons the tomb.
Now? Near when parades of calculations and
predictions, numbering of days and decoding
of signs make their guesses. Now?

John the Baptizer, eagerly baptizing converts
and then, if hesitantly, Jesus himself—John
the broadcaster, on behalf of a Savior for the
world—gets arrested and executed. The
hailed Messiah, Jesus, takes up residence in a
tiny fishing village in a land overtaken and
occupied by an empire of corruption and
death. It would seem—or it should seem, if it
does not—to anyone paying attention that
the kingdom of heaven, if anywhere at all,
was nowhere near.

“Repent” was Jesus’ inaugural message. Such
a hard thing for people enduring in the
hardest of times to hear. Repent of what, for
what? By that time, ancient promises made in
the name of God must have worn thin at best,
if they had not already been tossed out as

defective. In how many ways had unreliable
promises and hopes for some heavenly
kingdom been smashed in their collisions with
each dawning day that proved to be just a
copy of the grueling one before it?

Repent. Turn around. Pursue life in another
direction. A gutsy dispatch! But it caught fire.
It spread. It drew crowds because everywhere
Jesus went, all through the everyday places
of hard-hit dreams and suffering spirits and
pained bodies—exactly in those places—
Jesus showed himself to be the heavenly
good news that heals, the joyful reason to
repent of fear. So, welcome and become the
kingdom of heaven now and here.

Dear God,
Be near to me today.
Give me strength 
where I feel weak,
peace where I feel unsettled,
and courage for whatever comes.
Hold me steady and remind me I
am not alone.
Amen.



Just for YOUthJust for YOUth
Upcoming Events for Youth:

Youth Winter Retreat ages 12 to 18,
Feb. 14  to 16  - (see below)th th

Family Worship, Sunday February 1
9:30 AM

st

are you interested...
click here and fill out our Interest Form

https://forms.gle/WtT4fPw1gZnk44ph9


Next Week | February 1 - 6
Sun 2/1
 • LOGOs Family  Worship — 9:30 am (in person & 
live stream)
•  Council Retreat
Mon 2/2
 • Happy Groundhog Day!
 • Jeremiah Bible Study — 6:30 pm (Fellowship Hall)*
Tue 2/3
 • Electric City Bible Study — 7:00 am (Zoom)
 • Men’s Breakfast — 7:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
Wed 2/4
 • LOGOS (Pre-K–8th) — 5:30 pm
 • High School LOGOS — 6:30 pm
Thu 2/5
 • Jeremiah Bible Study — 10:00 am (Fellowship Hall)*
Fri 2/6
 • Bethel Office Closed
 • Aitz Chaim Friday Worship 6:00 pm

ONGOING MINISTRIES
Hope Circle — Monthly gathering for
connection and care - contact Terry
Korpela by clicking this link Email
Terry
Electric City Bible Study — Tuesdays
at 7:00 am (Zoom) -   contact Terry
Korpela by clicking this link Email
Terry
Men’s Breakfast — Tuesdays at 7:00
am in Fellowship Hall  - contact Dave
Scholten  by clicking this link  Email
Dave
LOGOs Youth Ministry - Pre K thru
High School — Wednesdays 5:30 pm
6:30 pm (HS) - contact Tami
Grosenick by clicking this link Email
Tami

Looking AheadLooking Ahead

*Zoom option available.  Please email the Bethel Office
at bethelgf.church@gmail.com to receive a link.

There is a place for you here...All are welcome!

This Week | January 25-31
Sun 1/25
 • Worship — 9:30 am (in person & live stream)
 • Annual Meeting —after worship (sanctuary)
Mon 1/26
 • Jeremiah Bible Study — 6:30 pm (Fellowship Hall)*
Tue 1/27
 • Electric City Bible Study — 7:00 am (Zoom)
 • Men’s Breakfast — 7:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
Wed 1/28
 • LOGOS (Pre-K–8th) — 5:30 pm
 • High School LOGOS — 6:30 pm
Thu 1/29
 • Jeremiah Bible Study — 10:00 am (Fellowship Hall)*
Fri 1/30
 • Bethel Office Closed
Sat 1/31
 • Close Knit Crafters - 10:00 am (Fellowship Hall)

                          Jeff has been awarded the NFHS            
                          Outstanding Music Educator of the 
                          Year Award for the State of 
                          Montana — a distinction given to
only one K–12 music educator statewide each
year.
This prestigious award is especially meaningful
as nominees are selected by peers, voted on by
peers, and approved by the state association. It
recognizes excellence in:

Organization and sustained leadership of an
outstanding activity program
Significant and ongoing contributions to the
field of music education
Years of dedicated curricular and co-
curricular service
Contributions to the profession both within
Montana and beyond

Jeff was formally recognized on January 19th at
the MHSA Annual Meeting in Helena.
Bethel is incredibly honored to have Jeff serve as
our Music Director. His dedication, talent, and
leadership enrich our congregation in countless
ways, and we celebrate this well-deserved
recognition of his outstanding work.
Congratulations, Jeff! 

Congratulations to 

Jeff Skogley 

on an extraordinary honor!

mailto:terry.korpela@gmail.com
mailto:terry.korpela@gmail.com
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mailto:dscholten1118@gmail.com
mailto:bethelmc.church@gmail.com
mailto:bethelmc.church@gmail.com

