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January 2, 2025

The Second Sunday in Christmas

Bethel Weekly

Sunday Worship 9:30 am in person and livestream at bethelmt.org

Happy New Year! This is a shortened edition of the Bethel Notes.

We will return to full Notes next week.

This Sunday at Bethel...

We celebrate the Second Sunday in Christmas.

We welcome and thank Jim Carlson, LMA for leading worship.

Following Worship we have several things going on:

« Worship Planning Committee meets in the Fellowship Hall

o Adult Forum on the Chosen season 4 continues in the Pastor’s

Office.

« Anyone who is available to stay and help take down the Christ-
mas decorations and tree, we be much appreciated.

Mark your calendars for these important upcoming meetings. Jan-
uary 26" Budget Meeting, February 2" Annual Meeting. Both meet-
ings will take place after worship on the respective Sundays.

Readings:
First
Reading:

Psalm:

Second

Reading:
Gospel:

Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20

Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:[1-9] 10-18

In This Issue:
Page 2—Prayers

Page 3—Red Cross Blood
Drive

Page 4—Sunday’s Gospel,
Fellowship Ministries, Cal-
endar of Events
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Prayers of comfort for the Pepos Family as
mourn the passing of Matt’s mother, Nell.

Prayers of healing for Bob Underhill, Sue
Hesse’s bother in law, diagnosed with brain
lesions and determining treatment.

Prayers of healing for Shirley Cayko who is
recovering from pneumonia.

Prayers of healing for Dennis McCarty as
he continues to recover from surgery.

Prayers of healing for Ron, friend of Tamy
Scholten, who is managing a retinal detach-
ment.

Prayers of support for Doug Gordon as he
gets settled in his new home.

Prayers of healing for Carol Ann, Marilyn
Carlson’s sister, as she recovers from surgery
and determines future treatment.

Prayers of healing for Lynn Ryan’s moth-
er, as she awaits a surgery for a double lung
transplant.

Prayers healing for Maddie and support for
her family, she is the daughter of a friend of
Lindsey Turner Johnson’s, who is having sur-
gery.

Prayers of healing for Shelly Murphy as she
continues with cancer treatments and is do-
ing well.

Prayers of healing for Sue Cassell, friend of
Sara Sexe, as she is receiving treatments for
cancer.

Prayers of Healing for Kendra, TLC Day-
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care employee, who was diagnosed with can-
cer and will begin treatment.

Prayers of healing for Carrie O’Brien as
she continues to recover following complica-
tions after surgery.

Prayers of healing for Shannon Obrecht,
family friend of Karen Lord, as she manages
cancer diagnosis with complications.

Gustavo Driau, Regional Representative of
South America, who is in the hospital.

Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he con-
tinues to manage his health.

Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz as he
continues cancer treatment.

Innev Sf/‘tengz‘/b ‘

Dearnw God,

Please give me the strength
to endure this situation,
and to find the blessings
and lessons that it contains.

Please give me the endurance
to continue ahead.

Please guide my thoughts,
words and actions,

so that I walk your

path of peace and love.

@ X Amen
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American
Red Cross
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Community of Giving
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January 13, 2025 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Bethel Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall
Enjoy a hop bowl of soup and dessert after donating.
For an appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org
Or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

For a Mother and Son, Blood Donations Changed Everything
Soin 2013, | was pregnant with Thor. And | knew this one was different.

And right away | was really sick. And so | started going to various specialists and doctors and get-
ting lots of blood work. And every time the same conclusion was we don't know what's going on, it's
complicated because you're pregnant, but your blood levels are dropping. And | was bleeding from
my mouth and my nose and we couldn't get it to stop.

So we rushed to the ICU and so they diagnosed me with a disease called severe aplastic anemia
where my bone marrow, my body was not making enough bloodlines to sustain my life or the life of
our son.

And so at 33 weeks, the doctors determined that it was better for Thor to try to survive outside of my
womb than inside of me. And that was a really hard. | remained in the hospital until | ended up deliv-
ering Thor. And in order to sustain our pregnancy up until 33 weeks, | was a frequent recipient of
blood and platelets. But when Thor was born, we quickly could tell that he was going to need blood
and platelets because his blood levels matched mine, which | was not expecting. And that was real-
ly disheartening. But thankfully, there was blood and platelets and he began to thrive.

And so it was really just such a beautiful picture to me, of someone giving of their life so that my
son's life could start creating on its own. And so from that first stint into ICU, until about two years
later, | required over 40 units of blood and platelets in order to get to the place where | am now.

We are so touched and so thankful because we can't do that, but we get to receive and sometimes
giving gifts is a blessing, but receiving something that your body can't make from somebody else is
life-changing.

It sounds cliche to say that there's not a day that goes by that I'm not thinking, oh, but it's the truth.
Every day, in some way, | see my son and know that he's in miracle, see the fact that | can be a
mother to our whole family. Because you already moved one there. And we're here to tell our story
and continue to encourage other people to add value to other people's lives by donating blood.
There's no way to really describe the impact that the Red Cross has had on our lives, but it's going
to continue to be limitless.
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This Sundays Gospel Beyond Boundaries

One difficulty with the Gospel of John as we read it in our own
context is grappling with passages that draw boundaries be-
tween who is “in” and who is “out.” The gospel sometimes edg-
es toward contempt, or at least uncharity, for those who reject
Jesus’ identity and message. Historically, this gospel has been
used to perpetuate anti-Jewish and anti-Semitic rhetoric, so we
need to approach it with care and love.

The verses in our reading today reflect a concern with Jesus’
identity and the boundaries between those who do and those
who do not accept him. Verses 10 and 11 refer to the ignorance
and rejection Jesus faces on earth. The passage continues by lift-
ing up the benefits of choosing to receive and follow Jesus: the
power to become children of God (as Jesus himself is a child of

God).

Because Jesus, the Word made flesh, has come to earth to reveal
the grace, truth, and glory of God—a God who pours out an
abundance: “grace upon grace”! (John 1:16)—we read today’s
passage not as guidance about who gets cut out of God’s inher-
itance but, rather, as assurance of the wideness of God’s love.

Jesus will make God known to the world, despite conflicts and
hostilities that might threaten this work. At many later places,
the gospel also points to the expansiveness of this mission,
whether the assurance in John 3 that “God so loved the [whole]
world” or Jesus’ promise in John 10 that he has sheep from oth-
er folds.

We cling to a Jesus who crosses boundaries—even the final
boundary of death. There are no conflicts, powers, divisions,
disagreements, or hostilities that can turn Jesus away from his
message of abundant life for all.
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Fellowship Minis-

Electric City Bible Study—online
What a great way to connect with one an-
other! Join our bible study via Zoom, Tues-
day mornings at 7:00 am. Contact Laurie
Turner at lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to
join the meeting.

Men’s Breakfast
Join us for a fun and engaging conversa-
tion, and insightful discussion of each
week’s lectionary texts as we meet in the
Fellowship Hall Tuesday mornings at
7:00 am. Contact Dave Scholten at

for more infor-

mation.

Hope Circle—in person
This group meets once a month usually

on Tuesday or Thursday afternoons.
Bible study and fellowship are
celebrated with this group of ladies.
Contact Terry Korpela to be on the group
email for meetings and prayer requests
terry.korpela@gmail.com.

Next meeting January 23rd 2:00 pm

Terry Korpela’s home

BETHEL CHURCH CALENDAR

WEEK OF JANUARY 5TH

Sunday 5th
e Worship led by Jim Carlson, LMA in person and

live stream 9:30 am—

e Adult form The Chosen season 4 continues

e Worship Planning Meeting

Tuesday 7th

e FElectric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am

e Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am

Wednesday 8th

e No LOGOs Youth Ministry

Thursday 9th

e Executive Board Meeting in the Fellowship Hall
6:30 pm
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WEEK OF JANUARY 12TH
Sunday 12th

e Worship led by Dave Scholten, LMA in person
and live stream 9:30 am—World Hunger Sunday

e Adult form The Chosen season 4 continues

Tuesday 14th

e Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am

e Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am

e Council Meeting in the Fellowship Hall 6:30 PM

Wednesday 15th

e LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm: High School
6:30 pm
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