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February 6, 2025        Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Sunday Worship 9:30 am in person and livestream at bethelmt.org 

Serving  
This Sunday 

Accompanist 
Connie Titcomb,  piano 

Lay Assistant 
Sara Sexe 

Usher(s) 
Shannon Marr 

Worship Tech 
Gabe Smith 

Children’s Church 
Tyler Grosenick 
TBD 

Hospitality  
Terry Korpela  
Janet Smith 

Counters 
Patty Braget 
Shannon Marr 

This Sunday at Bethel… 
We celebrate Fifth Sunday after Epiphany. 

We lift up ELCA World Hunger and we will 
receive an additional offering in the wicker 
baskets. 

Our adult forum of The Chosen season 4 
will resume in the Fellowship Hall following 
worship. 

Thank you to the Jubilate Choir led by Jeff 
Skogley and Bethel Men’s Quartet for add-
ing beautiful music to 
our worship. 

HUGS Ministry will 
have a short meeting 
in the sanctuary after 
worship. 

In This Issue: 
Page 2— 

 Prayers 

 Ladies Lunch Invitation 

Page 3— 

 Information on the 

Upcoming Bishop Elec-

tion 

Page 4— 

 Installation of Pastor 

Will Rima 

 MT Synod Hunger 

Fund 

Page 5–   

 Beware of SPAM 

 FLBC Events 

 NRIT Job Opening 

Page 6–  

 This Week’s Gospel 

 Family Promise Fund-

raiser Voucher 

Page 7–  

 Just for YOUth 

Page 8-   

 Fellowship Ministries 

 Church Calendar 

 CANstruction is Back  

Readings: 

First  

Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8[9-13] 

Psalm: Psalm 138 

Second  
Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Gospel: Luke 5:1-11 
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 Prayers of healing for Steve Cowan, as 
he recovers from a stroke and his wife 
Denise as she cares for him. 

 Prayers of healing for Shannon 
Obrecht, family friend of Karen Lord, as 
she continues to have complications with 
cancer treatment. 

 Prayers of healing for Jenny Woods as 
she recovers from gallbladder removal 
surgery. 

 Prayers of healing for Kathy Johnson’s 
mother Ethel who is preparing for sur-
gery for a shattered elbow. 

 Prayers of healing for Bob Underhill, 
Sue Hesse’s bother in law, diagnosed with 
brain lesions and determining treatment. 

 Prayers of healing for Dennis McCarty  
as he recovers and regains strength. 

 Prayers of healing for Ron, friend of 
Tamy Scholten, who is managing a retinal 
detachment.  

 Prayers of support for Doug Gordon as 
he gets settled in his new home. 

 Prayers of healing for Lynn Ryan’s 
mother, as she awaits a surgery for a  
double lung transplant. 

 Prayers of healing for Sue Cassell, 
friend of Sara Sexe, as she is receiving 
treatments for cancer. 

 Prayers of healing  for  Carrie O’Brien 
as she continues to recover following 
complications after surgery. 

 Gustavo Driau, Regional Representa-
tive of South America, who is in the hospi-
tal. 

 Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he 
continues to manage his health.  

 Prayers of   healing for Ed Pottratz as he 
continues cancer treatment. 
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Montana Synod Assembly  

May 30st to May 31st  

Heritage Inn Great Falls MT  
This year’s Synod Assembly promises to be thrilling, as we will be conducting a Bishop 

Election. Below is the initial step of gathering nominees for this important role. We will 

keep you updated regularly on this process and the potential candidates. A special thanks 

to Jim and Marilyn Carlson for stepping up as Bethel’s Voting Members at this year's as-

sembly. Stay tuned for further updates!  
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FLBC Events 

 
Blessed Epiphany! Seek the light! Follow the light! 

Share the light of Christ! 

 Registration for Weeklong Summer Family Camp 

opens TODAY!!! To register call (406) 752-6602 or 

email registration@flbc.net 

Feb 7-9 - Elementary Retreat --Bring your kids/

grandkids/church kids for an awesome weekend 

of fun, games, worship, Bible study, and commu-

nity building. 

Mar 7-9 - Grandparents Retreat --A chance to enjoy 

your grandkids, while having FLBC lead them in 

Bible study, play time, crafts, games, worship, 

hiking, snow fun, and more! 

Registration for volunteering Summer 2025 is now 

open! Register Here! 

STILL Open Position!! Director of 
Northern Rockies Institute of 

Theology (NRIT) 

 We are announcing the opening of Director 
of NRIT, please download the job description 
below for more information about the posi-
tion and responsibilities. 

 The Northern Rockies Institute of Theology 
is the continuing education ministry of the 
Montana Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America that equips both lay 
leaders and clergy for their various minis-
tries. 

 Position Description: 
The Director of NRIT works to plan, promote, 
and host quality Christian education for the 
Montana Synod and its neighbors. This posi-
tion may include the duties of a Lay Ministry 
Associate (LMA) program support person 
who works with the Montana Synod Associ-
ate to the Bishop in coordinating their edu-
cation courses. Both positions involve plan-
ning and hosting seminars, retreats, and 
workshops on a variety of topics for all mem-
bers of the synod: clergy, church members, 
and candidates for lay ministry (i.e. LMA 
training). Training will be provided. 

 Download the full description and how to 
apply here 

Thank you for serving on our Bethel Church 

Council, Laurie Turner and Jeanne Rankin! 

mailto:registration@flbc.net
https://pkk8ctiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m-YkkzKCb4cImPFgm42MWbhudA0GSiAng6od2JNdKpKeJv1sbVVOUdNgHQ99b1aA2FkVqZ6dXt1izIFSr0sb9F_Ysb1ZkTVOiVL6KHPm5PZ2nWAP_AiWwgAumNGTvj4lqcA1BFa4d-xkB2FjGKcmWgpdLtPm499TzlLIgORf__Xu_UjekkozpywSKC3FKh0XPYvLS6Ri9wc=&c=YpzpRI4W1BR
https://pkk8ctiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m-YkkzKCb4cImPFgm42MWbhudA0GSiAng6od2JNdKpKeJv1sbVVOUdNgHQ99b1aAM_i5KYahxUb_Dlx2szSfa8JkiK6YVBax7F5v9hIGmYOi04j-G7IGCgowZojR_HFXoQW9UQarjlFy2ljYyC3D88YOFJM6M6ZDZpCuoiJz_Z2a4yp06-byPiXLf-6bfpEDspaTuZ42t5ZJkcMNnTdfJVEFtr
https://pkk8ctiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m-YkkzKCb4cImPFgm42MWbhudA0GSiAng6od2JNdKpKeJv1sbVVOUZs1yFnZI_--OWOqRSbwbHxgb2YrmJbHv0ZGroCXhyIUskge65wgHFGR80jSRV6YCn2FCoYKGyOYB05UiVx8TYalXE04B9SXT-QSNhGyfo9BavwwULymNl0C9T50K9Izkwn8MYy46S68JRWTvHvaRQoaO1TIL16SqePJS0
https://pkk8ctiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011yvZpcJYuIwJFn3UWKTf4pn3LNstqb9-MiYKfhgF5baMcHEIHZCcWkDNqDmf-R1vCUqn9S55JEQeQSfDTY6rezSEvAcWr9-qApm6ywIC7SeFVU1vrZJN3mIaV7rTLuHpvcX_Em6PpsAcHlsQJ2QS1Wwt8G21kbQdvJsptCRQ1y_HTirBGoMcK5Wzdo53SoUZ1BOlLOHDIAOJ35hk-NbQFhgOHO
https://pkk8ctiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011yvZpcJYuIwJFn3UWKTf4pn3LNstqb9-MiYKfhgF5baMcHEIHZCcWkDNqDmf-R1vCUqn9S55JEQeQSfDTY6rezSEvAcWr9-qApm6ywIC7SeFVU1vrZJN3mIaV7rTLuHpvcX_Em6PpsAcHlsQJ2QS1Wwt8G21kbQdvJsptCRQ1y_HTirBGoMcK5Wzdo53SoUZ1BOlLOHDIAOJ35hk-NbQFhgOHO
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A Too-Small God? 
Does the Lord’s presence make you uncomfortable? This 

question may seem odd: after all, don’t we call our worship 

spaces “sanctuaries”? Our readings today, however, feature 

people who, in their contact with God, are moved to express their unworthiness. A vi-

sion of divine glory overwhelms Isaiah with the holiness of “the Lord of hosts,” before 

whom he is “a man of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5). After condescendingly agreeing to fol-

low Jesus’ fishing directions, Simon discovers just how little he knows and cries out, 

“Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” (Luke 5:8). Paul tells how he had re-

jected what God did in raising Jesus from the dead. All three faced revelations of God’s 

greatness that dwarfed their expectations. These surprises evoked responses quite for-

eign to our culture of self-affirmation: a consciousness of their own unworthiness be-

fore such a glorious God. 

While we probably don’t want people diving under their pews during worship, a God be-

fore whom we feel fully composed and confident is not the “holy, holy, holy . . . Lord of 

hosts” (Isaiah 6:3) seen by Isaiah. Do we settle for a tame God, one who happens to 

approve of everything we do and disapprove of whatever we don’t like? 

As these stories continue, they show us that a full vision of God’s holiness need not 

leave us shaking in terror. God’s true glory is mercy. A heavenly being cleanses Isai-

ah’s lips, and he is sent to Israel as God’s messenger. Undeserving Paul becomes an 

apostle. Jesus tells Simon, “Do not be afraid,” and he receives a vital role in the Sav-

ior’s mission (Luke 5:10). 

The gospel reveals that God’s holiness does not destroy sinners but, rather, con-

sumes sin through forgiveness. Before we could ever deserve it, the waters of baptism 

wash us with grace. 

God’s greatness be-

comes small for us in 

the Christ child, in 

the simple words of 

absolution, and in a 

taste of bread and 

wine. Forgiven and 

healed, we—blessed 

despite our unworthi-

ness—are now sent 

to share the good 

news. 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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BETHEL CHURCH CALENDAR 

This Week 
Sunday 2/9 
• Worship in person and livestream at 9:30 am 
• Jubilate Choir sings 
• Adult Forum The Chosen Season 4 after worship 
• HUGS Ministry meets after worship 
Monday 2/10 
• Exec Board meeting in the Fellowship Hall 6:30 

pm 
Tuesday, 2/11 
• Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am 
• Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am 
Wednesday, 2/12 
• LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; High School 6:30 

pm 
Friday, 2/14 
• Happy Valentine’s Day 
• Office Closed 

Next Week 
Sunday 2/16 
• Worship 9:30 am in person and livestream 
Monday 2/17 
• Presidents Day, Bethel Office is closed. 
Tuesday, 2/18 
• Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am 
• Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am 
• Council meeting in the Fellowship Hall 6:30 pm 
Wednesday, 2/19 
• LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; High School 6:30 

pm 
Friday, 2/21 
• Office Closed 

Electric City Bible Study—online  
What a great way to connect with one 
another!  Join our bible study via Zoom, 
Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am.  Contact 
Laurie Turner at lolli51gus@icloud.com for a 
link to join the meeting. 
 

Men’s Breakfast  
Join us for a fun and engaging 
conversation, and insightful discussion of 
each week’s lectionary texts as we meet 
in the Fellowship Hall Tuesday mornings 
at 7:00 am.  Contact Dave Scholten at 
dscholten1118@gmail.com for more 
information.        
 

Hope Circle—in person  
This group meets once a month usually 

on Tuesday or Thursday afternoons.  

Bible study and fellowship are 

celebrated with this group of ladies.  

Contact Terry Korpela to be on the group 

email for meetings and prayer requests 

terry.korpela@gmail.com.   

February 6th 2:00 pm at Patti Godtel’s 

Fellowship Ministries 

mailto:dscholten1118@gmail.com

