February 20, 2025 Seventh Sunday after Epiphany

Bethel Weekly

Sunday Worship 9:30 am in person and livestream at bethelmt.org

This Sunday at Bethel...

We celebrate Seventh Sunday
after Epiphany.

NO Adult Forum following

worship today.

Thank you to Jeff Skogley and
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¥ Prayers of healing for Marge Johnston,
Jenny Woods’ mother, who will be having
surgery February 20th. "

¥ Prayers of healing for Lynn Ryan’s
mother, recovers from a double lung
transplant. "

¥ Prayers of healing for Steve Cowan, as
he recovers from a stroke and his wife 2
Denise as she cares for him.

¥ Prayers of healing for Shannon
Obrecht, family friend of Karen Lord, as
she continues to have complications with
cancer treatment.

¥ Prayers of healing for Kathy Johnson’s
mother Ethel who is preparing for sur-
gery for a shattered elbow.

¥ Prayers of healing for Bob Underhill,
Sue Hesse’s bother in law, diagnosed with
brain lesions and determining treatment.

¥ Prayers of healing for Dennis McCarty
as he recovers and regains strength.

¥+ Prayers of healing for Ron, friend of
Tamy Scholten, who is managing a retinal
detachment.

¥ Prayers of support for Doug Gordon as
he gets settled in his new home.

¥ Prayers of healing for Sue Cassell,
friend of Sara Sexe, as she is receiving
treatments for cancer.

¥ Prayers of healing for Carrie O’Brien

INTEARGILR. P R AT

as she continues to recover following
complications after surgery.

Gustavo Driau, Regional Representa-
tive of South America, who is in the hospi-
tal.

Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he
continues to manage his health.

Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz as he
continues cancer treatment.

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

invites you to attend
the
of

REV. DAWN BUSCH

’ A -

Sunday, March 9, 2025
1:00PM

Reception to follow

1009 18th Ave SW - Great Falls, MT

Offering will benefit: First Call Theological Education

and Montana’s Fund for Leaders

rive by 12:40PM for vesting
The color of the day is purple.

Clergy are invited to vest and process. Please ar
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Bethel Church Council
Meeting Highlights

The Bethel Council gathered on Tuesday, February 18 for our monthly meeting. We were excited to
have Pastor Dawn participate since our meetings have not included a pastor for over a year! We
also welcomed a new council member, Bob Norbie. Terry Korpela, our other new member, was un-
able to attend this month but we look forward to seeing her in March. Notable items from the meet-
ing include:

+ We confirmed officer positions for the new council year. Patty Braget will continue as President,
Tammy Good will continue as Vice-President, and Kelsey Johnson continues as our Treasurer.
Beginning in July, Randy Gilbertson will start training with Kelsey so he will be poised to take
that position next year. Shannon Marr was approved as the new Secretary.

+ From Pastor Dawn’s report included:

+ Logos update: she is excited to be participating with the vibrant group. We will be confirming
seven students (a combination of Bethel, Redeemer, and Faith Lutheran members) on May
4. Watch for more information about that joyous occasion.

+ As the Adult Forum finishes The Chosen series, she is brainstorming ideas for the next adult
education topic.

+ Pastor will be conducting an Inquirers Class at some point soon.

¢+ We discussed the Outlook Of Future Funds (OOFF, formerly known as the Budget Committee)
and accepted our January financial report. We will be examining our investment funds in the
next month to ensure the church is maximally benefiting from interest rates.

+ Tammy Good is busy with outreach and updating our lists of ministry endeavors. We hope to
roll out some more opportunities for members to be involved in the life of our church communi-

ty.

+ The Council voted to authorize use of “camperships” for youth camp experiences beyond
FLBC, including Christikon, which is a camp south of Big Timber.

+ We discussed the need to form our constitutionally mandated Audit committee. Kelsey and
Pastor Dawn will use guidance from some other congregations to move forward with this re-
quirement.

¢+ We look forward to Pastor Dawn’s Installation on March 9 at 1 pm and Colter McCarty’s Ordina-
tion on March 29.

The Council will meet again on March 11 at 6:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Shannon Marr
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Words from the Bishop

Dear Friends in the Body of Christ,

A couple of weeks ago in the Gospel of Luke (ch.
5), we heard Jesus’ call to Simon Peter to follow
him. First, Jesus commanded Peter to “Put out
into the deep water and let down your nets for a
catch.”

For the first disciples, this meant jumping into Je
sus’ boat and moving out to the deepest part of
the sea where catching any fish was a dicey pro-
spect. But then, when Peter, James and John
came back with boatloads full of fish, enough to
feed the town for a very long time, Jesus said to
them, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be
catching people.” And when they had brought
their boats to shore, they left everything and fol-
lowed him.

Today, in many ways, Jesus makes the same
ask of us. “Go out onto the deepest,
most difficult parts of the sea where
the wind is blowing and the waves
are high. Catch a bunch of fish to
feed the people at home, and then
follow me into the world to do minis-
try.”

Jesus does not call us to stay on the
lake fishing or behind the closed doors of our
church, safe in our comfort. We are called to love
our neighbors. And since our neighbors are in the
world -- our local, state, national and global com-
munities -- that is where we will go to love all
whom God directs us to love in unique ways
meant for our place and time.

And our time and place truly are unique for the
generations living today. Sure, things in our
country and across the world have been difficult
in some ways over past years. But most of us
alive have never seen anything like what we’ve
been seeing the past few weeks in our social and
political world. The sea that our boat is floating
on seems to be getting stormier each day. Some
among us are thankful; others are terrified. And
many of us are feeling lost and confused about
what the weather forecast is going to be for our
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future as a nation and a church.

Whether we like it or not, these messy changes
are upon us as the waves pummel our boat,
threatening to swamp us with the FOG of Fear,
Outrage, and Grievance. There are too many
who are being set adrift to find a way to stay
afloat on their own. There are too many who are
being excluded, rejected or attacked. In too many
ways, these stormy winds of change are blowing
us off the course | believe Jesus has set for us as
we follow him into God’s world.

Now some may be upset that | am “bringing poli-
tics into Christ’s church” by naming these reali-
ties. But | am not doing that at all. Instead, what |
am doing is equipping you to bring Jesus into the
world where he calls his disciples to go. Here’s
how that works:

e We together — you and I, the syn-
od and the ELCA —we make up an
important segment of the Body of
Christ.

e And Jesus calls us, his own
Body, to follow him wherever he
goes.

e And scripture is clear that Jesus
takes himself -- his love, grace, for-
giveness, hope, suffering, death, and resurrec-
tion — out into the world.

¢ And for good and for bad, this world contains
politics.

So because you are the Body of Christ and mem-
bers of it who are called to follow Jesus into the
world, you need to be well-equipped to love your
neighbor in the midst of this messy world.

As a pastoral leader in Christ's Church, it is
my calling and the calling of our pastors, dea-
cons, and LMAs to connect the church and
the world, the Bible and the news, in our
preaching, teaching, pastoral care and other
aspects of our calling so that you as Christ’s
Body are well-equipped to fulfill your call to
love our neighbors in God’s world.

We may disagree on how best to do that loving.
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FLBC Events

Blessed Epiphany! Seek the light! Fol-
low the light! Share the light of Christ!

Registration for Weeklong Summer
Family Camp opens TODAY!!! To reg-
ister call (406) 752-6602 or

email registration @flbc.net

Mar 77-9 - Grandparents Retreat: A
chance to enjoy your grandkids, while
having FLBC lead them in Bible study,
play time, crafts, games, worship, hik-
ing, snow fun, and more! REGISTER
BY Feb 21!

Apr 27-29 - Caring for Creation
Adult Spirituality Retreat: Bring your
church council. It's Sunday-Tuesday
so your pastor can attend! Come for
the whole time and experience awe-
some sessions or just Sunday evening
for the Keynote Speaker Heather
White!

Save the Dates:

May 11 - Mother's Day Brunch

June 6-8 - Women's Retreat

games, worship, hiking, snow fun, and

more!

Registration for volunteering Summer
2025 is now open! Register Here!
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That's pretty normal. This is why we need to be
equipped in the church through the proclamation of the
gospel, through prayer, sacrament, music, education
and many other ways so that we can deliberate together
with respect, faith, hope and compassion and discern
the way and will of God as we go out into the world.

Equipped as the Body of Christ, we can act with the
courage and fortitude that the Spirit invigorates in us
through the grace of God to follow Jesus in all we do.
Thankfully, though, we do not need to do this work
alone. We do this work together in Christ through the
power of the Holy Spirit.

As the apostle writes in Ephesians 6, “Finally, be invig-
orated in the Lord and in the strength of [Christ’s] power.
Put on the whole armor of God, so that you all may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil...Stand there-
fore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and
put on the breastplate of right relationship. As shoes
for your feet put on whatever will make you all ready to
proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the
shield of faith, with which you all will be able to quench
all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God.” (Eph 6:10-11, 14-18a)

So | encourage you all today to “pray in the Spirit at all
times in every prayer and supplication” for the invigora-
tion of the Spirit’'s power to follow Christ Jesus in seek-
ing the way of love, truth and peace in and for the world.

In Christ’s love,
Bishop Laurie

CANstruction is making its grand return!
This month, we're on a mission to gather cans for our
epic CANstruction night at LOGOs on February 26th!
If you’re ready to help out, just swing by Bethel with

your tasty canned goodies before Wednesday,
February 26th. After our fun-filled CANstruction
night, all your generous donations will go straight to
the amazing FISH! Ministry. Let’s stack those cans

high and make a difference!


mailto:registration@flbc.net
https://pkk8ctiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m-YkkzKCb4cImPFgm42MWbhudA0GSiAng6od2JNdKpKeJv1sbVVOUZs1yFnZI_--OWOqRSbwbHxgb2YrmJbHv0ZGroCXhyIUskge65wgHFGR80jSRV6YCn2FCoYKGyOYB05UiVx8TYalXE04B9SXT-QSNhGyfo9BavwwULymNl0C9T50K9Izkwn8MYy46S68JRWTvHvaRQoaO1TIL16SqePJS0

Gospel Message

Countercultural Love

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus offers us a vision of a
different way of living, one rooted in God’s endless
mercy. People of God are to love others, do good, and
share their possessions—in abundance, in extrava-
gance, to the point that our generosity seems foolish
by the world’s standards.
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This lavishness is possible only through the power of Jesus, who first heals us and in-
vites us to taste and see God’s mercy for ourselves. We witness this mercy in scripture
through stories of God’s profound love and compassion. We experience it as we join in
song and prayer in worship, engaging in ancient practices that draw us beyond our-
selves and closer to God and neighbor. We remember the mercy we’ve experienced in
the waters of baptism and taste Christ’'s abundance in holy communion. We practice
generosity in our offerings and share God’s peace with our fellow worshipers with
whom we are bound together, even though we might never have chosen them as
neighbors.

With Christ in us, we are able to practice this abundant love today and tomorrow, in
our worship and beyond, returning to the font and table again and again to be remind-
ed of the love that dwells within us and surrounds us, making us bold in our love for
others.

To try to practice this kind of countercultural love on our own would likely lead to dis-
couragement. But we are given the gift of community—with one another, those who
have come before us, and hope for the ones who will come after us. Together, we form
one body in Christ, strengthened by God’s Spirit. Together, we remind one another of
God’s promise of unending love and forgiveness and encourage each other to follow
Jesus’ example. And together, we focus our minds and hearts to catch glimpses of
God’s kingdom among us, even as we wait for the world Jesus envisions to be made
complete on earth as it is in heaven.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

March 29th
Colter McCarty’s Ordination
11:00 am
Bethel Lutheran Church
luncheon reception to follow
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When we have enemies, we are divided!
Do the division problems below to find the
missing words. If you need help. look up
Luke &:27.

9

But | say fo you who are listening:

45+ 3| |25+ 5] |34 + 2] (48 + 3

your enemies,do |8+ 2| |30+ 4| [100+ 20| |94+ 14| to those

33+ 11 |36+ 4] [25+5

[ ) | hate you.
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10 11 12 13 14 15 14 17

The wise men followed a star to find
Jesus. The disciples followed Jesus. Travel
through the star to find Jesus!
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Joke Time

Jokes and riddles can be a great way to make someone laugh if you're
having frouble getting along. Try teling one of these jokes to a parent, sibling.
or friend.

What kind of |
Flood lights) 'ghts were on the apkz

Who was the

Moses, becayse test sinner in the gipje;

he broke gy the COmmandments a¢ once.

the ark?
Whu didn't they play cards on
ileé'ause Noah was standing on the deck.

Jesus taught us to love others. We can show that love by
praying for the people in our lives. During worship, we pray
for people at our church who are sick or hurting. Listen
for this prayer.

There are many ways to pray. Try putting
your hands together in these different ways.
When you pray, you can talk to God about
anything!

-
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BETHEL CHURCH CALENDAR

CHURCH EVENTS CALENDAR
Sunday 2/23
Worship 9:30 am in person and livestream
Jubilate Choir sings
Tuesday, 2/25
Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am
Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am
Wednesday, 2/26
LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; High School 6:30
pm
Thursday 2/27
Electric City Chorale rehearsal in the sanctuary 7:00
pm
Friday, 2/28
Office Closed
Helena 4H Group Retreat 5:00 pm

Saturday 3/1
Helena 4H Group Retreat all day until 6:00 pm

NExXT WEEK

Sunday 3/2
Family Worship 9:30 am in person and livestream;

LOGOs Youth Ministry will assist in leading wor-
ship.

Worship Planning Meeting in the Fellowship Hall after
worship.

Tuesday, 3/4

Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am

Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am

Wednesday, 3/5

No LOGOs Youth Ministry

Ash Wednesday Worship Service 7:00 pm

Fellowship Ministries

Electric City Bible Study—online
What a great way to connect with one
another! Join our bible study via Zoom,
Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am. Contact
Laurie Turner at lolli51gus@icloud.com for a
link to join the meeting.

Men’s Breakfast

Join us for a fun and engaging

conversation, and insightful discussion of

each week’s lectionary texts as we meet

in the Fellowship Hall Tuesday mornings

at 7:00 am. Contact Dave Scholten at
for more

information.

Hope Circle—in person
This group meets once a month usually

on Tuesday or Thursday afternoons.
Bible study and fellowship are
celebrated with this group of ladies.
Contact Terry Korpela to be on the group
email for meetings and prayer requests
terry.korpela@gmail.com.

March 13th 2:00 pm

Laurie Turner’s home.

Camperships available

As you begin to plan your week at FLBC or
Christikon, remember we have camperships
available to help offset the cost! Reach out to
the Bethel Office for more information.
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