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Bethel Notes

. Let’s Worship jcogether 9:30 AM bethelgf.church@grmail.com -
in person or online at bethelmt.org bethelmt.org «
All are welcome! Rev. Dawn Busch

First Sunday in Lent

Readings
WORSHIP THE Genesis 2:15-17;3:1-7
LORD YOUR GOD Psalm 32
AL Romans 5:12-19

Matthew 4:1-11

Serving sunaay Announcements
Thank you for your service!
Accompanist . The Jubilate Choir will be
L;ygg;:zx:‘comb' PG singing this Sunday, if would
e Stephanie Cummings sing join us for rehearsal,
Usher Sunday morning at 8:45 am.
e Patty Braget
Tech Adult Forum, Luther’s Lessons:
e Gabe Smith The 10 Commandments will
Children’s Church meet in the Fellowship Hall 11:00
e Tyler Grosenick, TBD At
Hospitality '
A;tafgz?épepos Worship Planning Committee
e Marilyn Carison, Terry Korpela will meet in the sanctuary

Counters following worship.
e Stphanie Cummings, Bob Norbie

February 12, 2026



We hold in prayer those in our community and beyond
who are in need of healing, strength, comfort, and peace.
We trust that God knows each story more deeply than
words can express.

Please pray for Bernice Johnson as she manages ongoing back pain and other health concerns—may
she feel God’s healing, comfort, and strength each day.

We pray for Kelsey Johnson as she prepares for a medical procedure next week. May God’s presence
bring her calm, strength, and healing, and may she be upheld by grace and care in the days ahead.

We pray for Thatcher Marrs, age seven months, as he is hospitalized with a respiratory illness.
Surround Thatcher with your healing presence, O God, and bring comfort, strength, and peace to his
parents, Ava (Olson) and Jay. Guide his caregivers and grant healing in the days ahead.

Receiving medical treatment Recovering at home or in rehabilitation
Kathleen Rankin, Jeanne Rankin’s sister Rob Kellenbeck, Dena Wagner-Fossen’s cousin
Brad Eriksen, Terry Korpela’s brother Dave Cattrell, Sandi Cummings brother
Marcia, Sara Sexe’s cousin Marjorie VanderAarde
Callie, friend of Julia Elkin Clarice Skogley, Jeff Skogley’s mother
Jim, friend of Sue Hesse Dennis McCarty
Ashley, friend of Ali Morris Jane Mart

Carol Ann, Marilyn Carlson’s sister

Living with chronic illness or Receiving Hospice or end-of-life care
ongoing health concerns Jerry, Jeanne Rankin’s brother’s father-in-law
Turner Graybill Margery Johnsten, mother of Jenny Woods
Carrie O’Brien and Pr. Trina Johnsten.
Bob Underhill, Sue Hesse’s brother-in-law
Ed Pottratz
Alex Bostic

To add or update a prayer request, please contact the Bethel Office by email or call

406-761-1543. To contact the HUGS Ministry for visitation or communion click this link or
call the Bethel Office.
Names remain on the list until we are notified of a change.


mailto:bethelgf.church@gmail.com
https://www.bethelmt.org/bethel-hugs.html

Life at Bethel

Bethel is 75 years old
Each month we will highlight a decade of Bethel’s history - starting with 1946-1961

» With Great Falls rapidly growing, in the fall of 1946 a survey of the westside area determined a
need for an additional Lutheran Church. First English Lutheran downtown, led by Pastor Ralph
Lindquist began dreaming of a new mission church.

 The first Sunday School class was held in August of 1947 at what was then Russell Elementary
School. Also that month a Women’s Guild was organized.

» Worship began in September, 1947 led by Pastor Ralph Lindquist.

* On May 6, 1948 The first official Worship service of the Lower Sun River Lutheran Mission
Church was held at Russell School. Noted Sunday School attendees - Art Vender & Richard
Sorum.

* In August, 1948 the first Vacation Bible School was held. Noted attendees - Frank Stimac and Art
Vender.

 In February, 1950 a Steering committee was formed to find a permanent location. In May 1951,
the Lower Sun River Community Hall at 18th Street and Third Ave SW was purchased. On
January 19, 1951 the building was dedicated.

e On March 4, 1951 the name was changed and chartered to Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church,
with 140 charter members. 84 adults and 56 children. Rev. Kittelson became the interim Pastor.
Noted charter families - Gary Sorum’s family, Frank Stimac’s family and Art Vender’s family.
Others you might recognize - Olaf Vestre, Harlan Hansen, Rex Hawn and Ken Lassila.

e On August 9,1951 Rev. Lyndon Murk was installed as Bethel’s first Pastor.

e OnJanuary 16, 1952 Bethel held it’s first Annual Meeting.

e In 1955 Jim Cummings (Sandi’s husband) was confirmed. Also
that year, First English Lutheran Church celebrated their

50th Anniversary. SAVE THE DATE
e In 1956 Richard Sorum was confirmed, and in 1958 Don Sorum. SEPTEMBER 26-27, 2026

Both Gary’s brothers. Toth %Mﬂ cldary
* On October 10,1958 A Capital Campaign was kicked off to

build a new church and to refurbish the community hall ; : ("f )

for Sunday School. The goal was to raise $30,000.00 of the iGettel sutteran Church

CHARTERED 1951

estimated $75,000.00 needed.

* On March 5, 1961 Bethel celebrated it’s 10th Anniversary.

e On April 12,1961 the Augustana Lutheran Church voted to
join with the United Lutheran Church, the Finnish Evangelical

Lutheran ChuI‘Ch, al’ld the Al’neI‘iCan EvangeliCal Lutheran Celebrating the life of our church built on God's strong founda;tior
Church to become the Lutheran Church of America (LCA).




Deeper Engagement

ADULT FORUM ON SUNDAYS: LUTHER'S LESSONS

What do you remember about the Ten Commandments? Yes, these are the
commands God gave to Moses. Come and find out how they are part of our identity
as Lutheran Christians. It's not ALL about the Law - there's Gospel, too! Let’'s meet
together in the Fellowship Hall at Tlam.

Mark your calendars with the following topics! 4
2/22 - 10 Commandments
3/1 - Apostles’ Creed
3/8 - Lord’s Prayer
3/15 — Baptism
3/22 — Holy Communion

WORSHIP WITH US DURING LENT

Thursdays Soup Supper at 6:15 pm and Worship Service at 7:00 pm

CONVERSATIONS WITH JESUS:
SERVICES OF WORD AND HEALING FOR LENT

The Sunday readings for Lent reveals Jesus in conversation with both friends and adversaries. Lent’s
first Sunday finds Jesus confronting God’s ancient adversary in Matthew’s account of the temptation.
The second Sunday presents Jesus’ interaction with the seeker, Nicodemus, who is perhaps not ready to
make a commitment to following this new teacher. The third, fourth, and fifth Sundays are full of
intriguing conversation partners for Jesus: the Samaritan woman at the well, the man who received his
sight, Martha and Mary after the death of their brother Lazarus. (These last stories were used in some
ancient churches as part of baptismal preparation, essential to the Lenten season in the early church.)

In portions of these five midweek services, we will join the conversation between Jesus and his partners
from the previous Sunday's gospel reading. How does each character inform a life of discipleship ?
How might Jesus respond now to our own questions, confusions, and need for healing? Each week this
Lent we will spend time in prayer, healing, anointing, and conversation, with moments of silence to

take time to participate in the holy conversations of Lent.
*We will not be singing Holden Evening this year

The Book Study of Jeremiah continues Mondays 6:30 pm and

Thursdays 10:00 am - join the conversation at any time!
(Monday March 16" will not meet.)



Upcoming Events & invitations

Hope Circle’s

Celebration of US

JOIN US FOR LADIES NIGHT AT BETHEL -
APPETIZERS, MOCKTAILS AND FELLOWSHIP

Monday, March 16th 6:00 PM

With grateful hearts and joyful spirits, we look forward to
celebrating the completion of our renovation mortgage.

Through God’s faithfulness and the generosity and
commitment of our congregation, this milestone reflects
our shared vision, sacrifice, and faithful stewardship.

We had originally planned to gather on March 1st for a
ceremonial burning of the mortgage papers and luncheon.
However, due to member availability, this celebration will
be postponed to a later date. We look forward to sharing
the new date with you soon.

When we gather, we will celebrate together on the patio as
the mortgage papers are burned—a symbol of completion,
freedom, and new beginnings—followed by a time of
fellowship and luncheon.

Thank you for your continued support, and for being part

of this meaningful chapter in the life of our church.
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Volunteers Needed! If you have
any amount of time or talent! Click
this link to see the opportunities
Volunteer Sign Up
or talk with Marilyn Carlson for
more information.

Great Falls High Dram?;
Proudly Presents

Book, Music, and Lyrics by
Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey

February 19, 20, 26, 27 @7:30pm
February 21, 28 @2:00pm

Adults $8 GET YOUR TICKETS Students S5

at GoFan.co or call 406.268.6278



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0848ADAA2DA0FCC16-62364534-sochop?fbclid=IwY2xjawQEKwVleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEePRE5OeveKy2aN-2WbR1SdbC3H6l8FLs4e-5nZ9-T9wGj8Tf0gagsRXe8f54_aem_Ot7l4WKh9l1bqwVRj4r5UQ#/

Gospel Refiection
MATTHEW 4111 FORTY DAYS OF HUMLTY

The devil gives Jesus three opportunities to assert himself as powerful and exceptional: to
turn rocks into bread, to be saved by the angels, and to rule over all the earth. Three times
Jesus rebuffs the devil, turning his attention to God and refusing to take the bait.

Anthony the Great, a desert father whose life mirrored the experience of Jesus in this text,
once said, “I saw the snares that the enemy spreads out over the world and | said groaning,
‘What can get through from such snares?’ Then | heard a voice saying to me, ‘Humility”
(Benedicta Ward, trans.,, The Sayings of the Desert Fathers, Cistercian, 1975). This is exactly
how Jesus responds to the temptations offered by the devil: turning his attention back to
God in humility, refusing the temptation to prove himself through miracles and acts of
power.

During Lent, we are invited to engage in practices like fasting, almsgiving, and prayer to
discipline our minds and bodies so we can return our full attention to the abiding love of God
in Jesus. There will be a temptation to engage these practices as ways of puffing ourselves
up, performing, or proving our worth. But Jesus calls us back to a Lent rooted in humility,
engaging practices not for the sake of proving ourselves, but for deepening our trust in God.
Where might we be experiencing that temptation to puff ourselves up, perform, or prove our
greatness? What practices might support a posture of humility, reminding us that God is the
author of all good things, and that we are loved and sustained by a God who humbly took
on flesh for the sake of the world?

May these forty days teach us to embrace humility and to trust that God walks with us,
making all things new.

Where is God inviting you to release the need
to prove yourself and instead rest in humility
and trust this Lent?

Gracious God,

In times of testing and uncertainty,
steady my heart.

When | am distracted,

call me back to you.

When | am weary,

sustain me with your grace.

Help me trust that | am

already held in your love.

Amen.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



Just for YOUth

The Lord’s prayer
Matthew 4:1-11

Our Father in heaven,
‘@G\{ ?'

Give us today
our daily bread.

=

For the kingdom,

hallowed be your name.

1
_—’215‘;@
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

=<3

the power,

Upcoming Events for Youth:
¢ Family Worship, Sunday March 1%
9:30 AM - this date may change.

as in heaven.

Your kingdom come.
Your will be done on earth

2

Save us from the time
of trial.

A

and the glory are yours,
now and forever.

Y

Jesus was tempted by the devil. The devil said: <s

Change these
tones to bread.

Jump
from a high place

Which part of the Lords Prayer are good answers for the devils tempting words?

to test God.

Draw a line to the prayer petition that would answer the devil's words.

Use your hands to learn the Lord's Prayer. Follow along when you hear the words

and pray with your hands in worship.

Have you had times when the easy or
quick way wasnt God's way?

P
Welcome to worship. This is the first Sunday in
Lent—a journey to learn more about God. Sometimes
people do something extra in Lent. Other people give
up something they enjoy:

Walk the Lenten path, children of God! Its not always
easy. But God is with us.

X

A,
W, OF
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Adam and Eve were tempted away from God.
Find the right path from Adam and Eve to the

children of God. Be careful. The way that seems
easiest is sometimes the wrong path to follow!
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YOUTH
GROUP

WEDNESDAYS 6:30-8:30
FOOD, GAMES AND BIBLE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
1009 18™ AVE SW GREAT FALLS
MT
TEXT OR CALL (1)406-249-2043
(KENDALL RYAN) FOR ANY

QUESTIONS

[




Looking Ahead

This Week | February 22-28

sun2/22
« Worship — 9:30 am (in person & live stream)
« Jubilate Choir Sings

» Adult Forum Luther’s Lessons: The 10 Commmandments,

(Fellowship Hall)

« Worship Planning Committee Meeting (sanctuary)
Mon2/23

» Jeremiah Bible Study — 6:30 pm (Fellowship Hall)*
Tue2/24

« Electric City Bible Study — 7:00 am (Zoom)

« Men's Breakfast — 7:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
Wed2/25

« LOGOS (Pre-K-8th) — 5:30 pm

+ High School LOGOS — 6:30 pm

Thu2/26

«Jeremiah Bible Study — 10:00 am (Sunshine Room)*
sLenten Soup Supper, LOGOs Leaders Hosting —
(Fellowship Hall 615 prm)

Lenten Worship in the sanctuary 7:00 pm

Fri2[27

« Bethel Office Closed

Next Week|March1-6

sun3/i

Worship — 9:30 am (in person & live stream)
2026 Church Council Installation

«Adult Forum, Luther’s Lessons: The Apostles’ Creed — 1:00 am

(Fellowship Hall)

«Electric City Chorale rehearsal - 6:00 pm
Mon 3/2

« Jeremiah Bible Study - 6:30 pm (Fellowship Hall) *
Tues3/3

«Electric City Bible Study — 7:00 am (Zoom)

« Men's Breakfast — 7:00 am (Fellowship Halll)
«Aitz Chaim - 5:00 pm (Fellowship Hall

*Exec Board meeting - 6:00 pm (Zoom)
Wed 3/4

*LOGOS Youth Ministry 5:30 pm

High School Youth Ministry 6:30 pm

Thurs 3/5

« Jeremiah Bible Study 10:00 am (Sunshine Room) *
« Lenten Soup Supper, Church Council hosting — 615 pm

(Fellowship Hall)

» Lenten Worship - 7:00 pm (sanctuary)
Friday 3/6

*Bethel Office closed

«Aitz Chaim Friday worship - 6:00 pm

Le‘m Daily peyq,

L / P

Thursday & Friday After Ash Wednesday '

Holy Listening 2

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for
he will not speak on his own but will speak whatever he hears, and he
will declare to you the things that are to come. JOHN 16:13

q s we begin our journey into Lent, Jesus gently reminds us of a gift
that is always available: the Holy Spirit. This Spirit isn't loud or de-
manding. We must slow down and listen to hear him.

We live in a noisy, fast-paced world where listening well doesn’t come
naturally. We're used to talking, scrolling and responding. But Lent is
asking something different of us. It invites us to pause, to make time and
to be still. The truth is, if God matters to us, then it’s up to us to make

space to hear him.

This Lent, let us cultivate a habit of holy listening.not just in church
or during prayer but in all the quiet moments life offers—during walks,
in car rides and in the stillness of our hearts. Listening to God requires
practice, but the promise is beautiful: He will guide us into truth.

Pray: Holy Spirit, teach me how to listen, make room for your gentle
voice and trust that you will lead me where I need to go. Amen.

Think: When do you feel it's hardest to listen to God or to each other?
‘What's one small way we all can practice listening better this week?

Sacrifice: Over the next two days, try to eliminate as much background
noise as possible (turn off music, TV, social media, etc.).

Pick up your copy of this Lenten
Devotional in the Narthex or call the
Bethel Office to have a copy mailed
to you.

ONGOING MINISTRIES

» Hope Circle — Monthly gathering for
connection and care - contact Terry
Korpela by clicking this link Email
Terry

» Electric City Bible Study — Tuesdays
at 7:00 am (Zoom) - contact Terry
Korpela by clicking this link Email
Terry

e Men’s Breakfast — Tuesdays at 7:00
am in Fellowship Hall - contact Dave
Scholten by clicking this link Email
Dave

» LOGOs Youth Ministry - Pre K thru
High School — Wednesdays 5:30 pm
6:30 pm (HS) - contact Tami
Grosenick by clicking this link Email
Tami

*Zoom option available. Please email the Bethel Office at bethelgf.church@gmail.com to receive a link.

There is a place for you here..All are welcome!


mailto:terry.korpela@gmail.com
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