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First Sunday in Lent   February 15, 2024 
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This Sunday 
Readings: 

First Reading:  

Genesis 9:8-17 

Psalm: 

Psalm 25:1-10 

Second Reading:  

1 Peter 3:18-22 

Gospel Reading:  

Mark 1:9-15 

 

Serving Sunday 
Accompanist   

Mary Seim, piano;  

Lay Assistant   

Sandy Pepos 

Usher            

Earl Terwilliger 

Sue Hesse 

Tech    

Gabe Smith 

Projection   

Warren Johnson 

Children’s Church  

Taylah Jaques 

Hailey Marr 

Hospitality   

Walt and Leone Nuessle 

Counters    

Pam Dougherty 

Kelsey Johnson 

We celebrate the First Sunday in Lent. 

Lenten Soup Supper and Holden Evening 

Prayer worship service this Thursday, Febru-

ary 22
nd

.  Soup supper begins at 6:00 pm and 

Holden Evening Prayer begins at 6:45 pm.  

Offering for the evening is dedicated to the 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.  

Next Sunday we will be having a free will of-

fering brunch fundraiser for the ELCA Youth 

Gathering attendees.  Stop in after worship 

for some wonderful food and help support 

these young people travel to New Orleans, 

Louisiana this summer! 

Join us  Sunday 9:30 AM          

in person or online at bethelmt.org 
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 Prayers healing of Quentin Kubas as he 

recovers at home after an auto accident. 

 Prayers of healing for Kristin, Bobbie 

Bowen’s daughter, as she continues 

treatment for cancer. 

 Prayers of comfort and healing for Lynn 

Klaasen, sister of Jan Robitaille,  who is 

under hospice care. 

 Prayers of healing and strength to con-

tinue to fight  for Eric Peterson as he 

continues cancer treatment. 

 Prayers of strength and support for Don 

Bisgard as he continues to manage his 

health. 

 Prayers of strength and healing for Kiera 

Howard, niece of Dave Scholten, a she 

prepares for upcoming surgery and treat-

ment. 

 Prayers of healing for Lindy Coon, sis-

ter of former Bethel member Laura 

(Wandke) Overturf, as she is moved to a 

long term care facility. 

 Prayers of healing for Tim Olson, as he 

continues cancer treatment. 

 Prayers of healing for Bonnie Barnes, 

Debbie McCarty’s mother, recovering af-

ter a fall.  

 Prayers of support and comfort for Pat 

Berkeley. 

 Prayers of healing for Dick Seim as he 

continues regaining his strength. 

 Prayers of healing and answers for An-

na Boucher as they determine a cause 

and treatment for seizures. 

 Prayers of healing and support for Diane 

Young, Sandy Pepos’ aunt, recovering 

at home after a stroke. 

 Prayers of healing for Georgia Miller, 

cousin of Amber Erickson’s, as she has 

been diagnosed with aggressive breast 

cancer. 

 Prayers of continued healing for Travis 

Cushman as he continues to manage 

health issues following cancer treatment. 

 Prayers of support for Caleb Pottratz 

who is struggling with depression. 

 Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he 

continues to manage his health.  

 Prayers of strength in leadership for 

Gustavo Driau, Regional Representa-

tive of South America. 

 Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz as he 

continues cancer treatment. 
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Join us for 

Brunch after 

worship on 

Sunday,   

February 25th. 

Free Will  

Offering 

A special thank you to Rebekah 
French for the Thrivent Action Card to 

cover the cost of the food. 

ELCA World Hunger 

More than 820 million people—that’s about 11% of people in 
our world today—are hungry. 

Hunger Facts: 

 821 million people around the world (that’s more than 1 in 
10) can’t access the food they need to live active, healthy 
lives. 

 According to the most recent estimates, 736 million people 
live in extreme poverty on less than $1.90 per day. That’s 
10% of the world’s population. 

 At some point in 2017 (the most recent year available), 
more than 40 million people in the United States were un-
sure where their next meal might come from. 

 39.7 million Americans were living in poverty in 2017. For 
a family of four, this means their annual household income 
was below $25,094.00. 
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Greetings Bethel!  

   Believe it or not we are officially in the season of Lent! Yesterday we 

entered into the season of Lent with our Annual Ash Wednesday worship. 

We remembered that we have come from dust and to dust we shall re-

turn. In this moment our faith asks us to look directly at the reality of our 

own mortality.  Our time here is short, our days are not infinite, but God's 

promises to us do not end as we are returned to our days as "dust".  It is 

an incredible kind of love that our maker extends to us. 

      This Lent we will be focusing on the different forms of love that we 

encounter both Biblically and interpersonally. Love is one of those words 

that over the years has become a "catch all" word for a lot of different 

things, but what are the characteristics of specific forms of love that we see and hear about in the 

Bible and in life? This year during our Lenten Wednesday evening worship we will look at "Eros", 

"Philia", "Storge", "Agape", and "Ubuntu" as different lenses into the ways we understand and char-

acterize love. I hope you will join us as we walk down this path of further understanding God's in-

credible love for us, and how we might live out that love for our neighbors in the world around us.   

-Pastor Jessie  
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How Beloved You Are! 
Jesus’ journey to the cross and resurrection begins with 

his baptism. As the church journeys with Jesus through 

Lent and toward Easter, we each remember our own 

baptism, and our life in Christ is renewed. 

At the Jordan River, God stops at nothing to declare Je-

sus beloved. Not even the sky can cloud the message; 

God tears open the heavens and proclaims it loud and 

clear. Now each time we dip our hands into the font or trace the sign of the cross over 

our bodies, we remember this promise anew: “You are a beloved child of God.” Nothing 

can separate you from God’s love. 

Immediately after baptism, Jesus must contend with Satan and wild beasts in the wil-

derness. Then, before Jesus’ ministry begins, John is arrested. The Gospel of Mark 

doesn’t give the fact more than a passing mention at this point in the story, but John’s 

arrest and subsequent death make for a trauma that comes at a crucial moment in Je-

sus’ life. How was Jesus able to begin his ministry after all he had been through? And 

how are we, who have experienced temptation, torment, or trauma, to journey on? 

The journey is not easy for Jesus, and neither will it be for us. But it’s amazing what is 

possible when you know just how beloved you are. How long must the voice of God 

have echoed in Jesus’ mind after that baptism day! Perhaps the angels whispered in his 

ear as they waited on him: “You are beloved. With you God is well pleased.” Every 

Sunday, we return to the waters because we can never have too many reminders. 

When times get tough, we can trust in the promises of God made to us in baptism. This 

is a flood that saves us. These waters bring new life out of death. God’s love will stop 

at nothing. Today, remember just how beloved you are! 

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress.   
All rights reserved. 

 

Lenten Devotionals are available for free on the 

table as you enter the church.  Please take one 

and if you have family or friends who would like a 

devotional, please take additional copies. 

If you would like us to mail you a copy(ies) call the 

Bethel Office 406-761-1543 or email 

bethelgf.church@gmail.com 



 

1009 18th Ave SW, Great Falls MT 59404          (406) 761-1543          www.bethelmt.org/bethelgf.church@gmail.com            6 

Summer registration is OPEN! – send us an 

email or call the office if you would like a 

copy of the brochure sent to you. Adults of 

former campers can watch their email for a 

message with reminders of your login in-

formation and notes on registering for a 

new year of camp. Please feel free to con-

tact the camp office with any questions. 

 Volunteer Application is OPEN! Pastors 

and volunteers-get your first choice of 

weeks for summer 2024! Go to our web-

site at www.flbc.net for the application. 

We are excited for this summer’s theme 

"Created to Be," a curriculum based on the 

same verses as this summer’s ELCA Youth 

Gathering. 

 It’s all about God’s Love! FLBC’s Valentine 

Tea Party will be held on February 10th. 

Come spend the day at camp with crafts, 

snacks, and a special princess visitor! Reg-

istration is open on the FLBC website now 

– Register today! 

 FLBC’s is offering a Confirmation Retreat 

on March 15-17, 2023 titled, “Guides for 

the Way: Three Biblical figures and what 

their stories can teach us about God, life, 

and everything!” This will be a kick-off for 

the “campfirmation” program that FLBC is 

forming, which will launch in September of 

2024. Call the camp office for more infor-

mation or to register. 

 For more information or register for any of 

these events, go to flbc.net 

Women’s Spring Retreat April 26-28, 2024   

For over 50  (or maybe 60?) years, the WELCA women 

of the Great Divide and Five Valleys Clusters have been 

hosting a Women’s Spring Retreat at Flathead Lutheran 

Bible Camp.   Each year we look forward to meeting to-

gether in this beautiful place with an inspirational 

speaker, a service project to benefit a non-profit and 

lots of time for hikes, conversation, worship, and fel-

lowship with women of faith.  Join us this year April 26

-28, 2024.    

Registration will open February 1st at 

www.imluchurch.org/womensretreat    All are Wel-

come!   Bring a friend, a daughter, a sister!  Come 

spend some time together!  Hope to see you there!  

Questions- contact Nancy Solum at Wom-

ensSpringRetreat@gmail.com  

http://www.imluchurch.org/womensretreat
mailto:WomensSpringRetreat@gmail.com
mailto:WomensSpringRetreat@gmail.com
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Electric City Bible Study—online  
What a great way to connect with one another!  
Join our bible study via Zoom, Tuesday morn-
ings at 7:00 am.  Contact Laurie Turner at 
lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to join the 
meeting. 
 

Men’s Breakfast  
Join us for a fun and engaging conversation, 
and insightful discussion of each week’s lec-
tionary texts as we meet in the Fellowship 
Hall Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am.  Contact 
Dave Scholten at dschol-
ten@dlsconsulting.net for more infor-
mation.        
 

Hope Circle—in person  
This group meets once a month usually on 

Tuesday or Thursday afternoons.  Bible 

study and fellowship are celebrated with 

this group of ladies.  Contact Terry Korpela 

to be on the group email for meetings and 

prayer requests terry.korpela@gmail.com.   

February 15th 2:00 pm, Laurie Turner’s 

 
Weekly Text Study  
 with Pastor Jessie 

Wednesdays, 10:00 am via Zoom, Pastor 

Jessie will be leading discussion on the text 

readings for the upcoming Sunday.  Dig 

deeper in the interpretation of the readings 

and discuss ways they give us guidance in 

our daily lives.  If you would like to join this 

meeting, email bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com 

to be added to the mailing list. 

 

Calendar of Events 
Tuesday 2/20 

• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00 am 

• Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am 

Wednesday 2/21 

• Bible Study on Zoom led Pastor Jessie Obrecht 

• LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; HS LOGOs 
6:30 pm  

Thursday 2/22 

• Lenten Soup Supper in the Fellowship Hall 6:00 
pm 

• Holden Evening Worship in the sanctuary 6:45 pm 

Friday 2/23 

• Bethel office is closed 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday 2/25 

• Worship service led by Pastor in person 
and live stream at 9:30 am 

• Free will offering Brunch fundraiser for the 
ELCA Youth Gathering in the Gathering Place 

Tuesday 2/27 

• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00 am 

• Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am 

Wednesday 2/28 

• Bible Study on Zoom led Pastor Jessie Obrecht 

• LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; HS LOGOs 
6:30 pm  

Thursday 2/29 

• Lenten Soup Supper in the Fellowship Hall 6:00 pm 

• Holden Evening Worship in the sanctuary 6:45 pm 

Friday 3/1 

• Bethel office is closed. 

• Aitz Chaim Friday worship 6:00 pm 

Pastor Jessie Obrecht Contact information     Email: bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com     Phone: 406-761-1543 ext. 202 

Fellowship  

Ministries 


