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February 13, 2025        Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

Sunday Worship 9:30 am in person and livestream at bethelmt.org 

Serving  
This Sunday 

Accompanist 
Connie Titcomb,  piano 

Lay Assistant 
 Randy Gilbertson 

Usher(s) 
 Kelsey and Tesher  
Johnson 

Worship Tech 
Gabe Smith 

Children’s Church 
  No Children’s Church 
This Sunday 

Hospitality  
 Judy Johnson  
Kelsey Johnson 

Counters 
Greg Grosenick 
Kelsey Johnson 

This Sunday at Bethel… 
We celebrate Sixth Sunday after Epiphany. 

Due to staffing challenges, there is NO Children’s 
Church this morning. If you would like a kids’ 
activity bag, please let our ushers know. 

Adult Forum, The Chosen Season 4 in the      
Fellowship Hall following worship. 

The Bethel Office will be closed Monday,  
February 17

th
 for President’s Day. 
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Readings: 

First  

Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Psalm: Psalm 1 

Second  
Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Gospel: Luke 6:17-26 
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Z Prayers of healing for Marge Johnston, 
Jenny Woodsô mother, who will be having 
surgery February 20th. 

Z Prayers of healing for Lynn Ryanôs 
mother, recovers from a double lung 
transplant. 

Z Prayers of healing for Steve Cowan, as 
he recovers from a stroke and his wife 
Denise as she cares for him. 

Z Prayers of healing for Shannon 
Obrecht, family friend of Karen Lord, as 
she continues to have complications with 
cancer treatment. 

Z Prayers of healing for Kathy Johnsonôs 
mother Ethel who is preparing for sur-
gery for a shattered elbow. 

Z Prayers of healing for Bob Underhill, 
Sue Hesseôs bother in law, diagnosed with 
brain lesions and determining treatment. 

Z Prayers of healing for Dennis McCarty  
as he recovers and regains strength. 

Z Prayers of healing for Ron, friend of 
Tamy Scholten, who is managing a retinal 
detachment.  

Z Prayers of support for Doug Gordon as 
he gets settled in his new home. 

Z Prayers of healing for Sue Cassell, 
friend of Sara Sexe, as she is receiving 
treatments for cancer. 

Z Prayers of healing  for  Carrie OôBrien 

as she continues to recover following 
complications after surgery. 

Z Gustavo Driau, Regional Representa-
tive of South America, who is in the hospi-
tal. 

Z Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he 
continues to manage his health.  

Z Prayers of   healing for Ed Pottratz as he 
continues cancer treatment. 
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Our annual meeting was held after services, February 2, 2024. Pastor Dawn opened with a 

short liturgy and a prayer.                                        

 

 Patty Braget thanked the council, committees and ministries that have supported the 

church this last year. 

 Warren Johnson gave the property report, discussed the tree trimming, lighting in the 

church, and future projects like paving the parking lot and fixing the sprinkler system. 

 Kelsey Johnson presented the financial report and the proposed budget for the coming 

year.  Randy Gilbertson will be shadowing Kelsey and move into the treasurer’s position 

sometime in the next year. 

 Terry Korpela and Bob Norbie were elected to council.                              

 Laurie Turner and Jeanne Rankin have finished their terms, and are automatically on the 

nominating committee for next year. Rebecca French and Patrick Ryan will fill the remain-

ing positions. 

 Sue and Roger Reppe volunteered again to be representatives to FLBC. 

 Marilyn and Jim Carlson will represent Bethel at the Montana Synod Assembly in May. 

 Pastor Dawn closed with a prayer. 

Respectfully submit by Laurie Turner 

4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ "ÅÔÈÅÌ -ÅÎȭÓ 1ÕÁÒÔÅÔ ɉ$ÁÖÅ 

3ÃÈÏÌÔÅÎȟ *Åǟ 3ËÏÇÌÅÙȟ 3ÔÅÖÅ -ÕÅÌÌÅÒȟ 0ÁÔÒÉÃË 

2ÙÁÎɊ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÌÁÓÔ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȢ 
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Godôs love letter 

Have you ever thought about the Bible as God's love letter to you? 

First, God creates you and breathes life into you.  God knew you from before 

you were born! (Psalm 139:13-18) God continues to draw you near and prom-

ises to never leave you or forsake you. (Deut. 31:6, 8)  Then, you make your 

first mistake.  Just like you might be disappointed in your own child when 

they are caught in an act of disobedience, God remains there for you and you 

want to hide. God knows where you are and what you did, and God still loves 

you.  You are given a set of rules to follow (Exodus 20 and more), and you 

know exactly what is expected of you, but those rules are SO hard to keep!  And then you are remind-

ed that the rules arenôt just for you to have a good relationship with God, but also to have a good re-

lationship with your neighbors. (Lev. 19:18) God knows you are special and God still loves you and 

all creation. You each are Godôs favorite!   

Just like that, life becomes pretty complicated because now you know God has a great big heart and 

God wants you to have a great big heart also, a heart so big as to love even your enemies (Matthew 

5:43-43)! Life goes on and there are struggles and trials and you recognize we live in a broken 

world.  No one else is getting it right so why should I bother?  Itôs impossible for me to make up for 

all the wrong Iôve done. God is all around, and you canôt hide.  God sees you and God promises to 

never leave you.   

Then, something amazing happens!  God shows up in the flesh!  Jesus shows you who God really is 

and how much you are loved.  Jesus is even willing to die for you!   

We learn that even the first followers of Jesus didnôt always get it right, and we can be assured of 

complete forgiveness no matter who we are or what we have done or left undone.  What an amazing 

gift!   

John 3:16 ñFor God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17 ñIndeed, God did not send the Son into the world 

to condemn the world but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

In the end, God still wants to be with you and doesnôt want you to hide.  Jesus prays for you, the Ho-

ly Spirit intercedes and will give you words when you donôt know what or how to pray.  You are 

promised a place with God at a time no one knows, and one day, there will be no more pain or sor-

row or death.  We will all be with God in complete love for God and for all creation.   

Talk about a God who is in love!!  Thanks be to God! 

+Pastor Dawn 



Bethel Lutheran Church    1009 18th Ave SW    Great Falls MT   59404     406-761-1543    bethelmt.org     bethelgf.church@gmail.com                5 

 

FLBC Events 

 
Blessed Epiphany! Seek the light! Fol-

low the light! Share the light of Christ! 

 Registration for Weeklong Summer 

Family Camp opens TODAY!!! To reg-

ister call (406) 752-6602 or 

email registration@flbc.net 

Mar 7-9 - Grandparents Retreat: A 
chance to enjoy your grandkids, while 
having FLBC lead them in Bible study, 
play time, crafts, games, worship, hik-
ing, snow fun, and more! REGISTER 
BY Feb 21!   
 
Apr 27-29 - Caring for Creation 
Adult Spirituality Retreat: Bring your 
church council. It's Sunday-Tuesday 
so your pastor can attend!  Come for 
the whole time and experience awe-
some sessions or just Sunday evening 
for the Keynote Speaker Heather 
White! 
  
May 23-26 - Memorial Day Work 
Weekend & Family Retreat: FREE 
weekend at camp serving, worshiping, 
and building community together. A 
great way to introduce members of 
your congregation and their friends to 
FLBC, join us!!   
 
Save the Dates: 
May 11 - Mother's Day Brunch 
June 6-8 - Women's Retreat 
games, worship, hiking, snow fun, and 

more! 

February News! 

SOC HOP 2025 

It is to be held on May 3
rd

 at The Elks Lodge in the 

heart of downtown.  Come out and dance the night 

away while our DJ plays music from the 70’s-

90’s.  More details to come in the upcoming 

weeks.  Our theme this year is Dancing through the 

Decades.  Come dressed in your favorite decade’s at-

tire.  

  

Family Advocate Network (FAN Club) 

We’re still searching for mentor families to be a part of 

our Family Advocate Network.  These families would 

provide support to our Housing Program Families, that 

might look like helping with housing applications or re-

sume building.  It could also look like helping with ap-

plications for Medicaid or SNAP benefits.  If you’d like 

to join the FAN Club, contact Tiffany Wilkson 

at Tiffanyw@familypromisegf.org. 

  

Current Needs 

Toilet Paper 

Paper Towels 

Cup of Soup (ramen noodles) 

Bottled Water 

Soda Cans (for Family Fun Nights) 

Canned Pasta 

Diapers (especially size 5 and up) 

  

As always, if you’re craving more news from Family 

Promise Great Falls visit us on social media at Family 

Promise Great Falls.  Or visit our website 

at www.familypromisegf.org  

mailto:registration@flbc.net
mailto:Tiffanyw@familypromisegf.org
http://www.familypromisegf.org/
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Abundance of Blessing 

Poverty is not a virtue. It is a curse of our fallen world 

that will finally be undone when Godôs reign comes in 

its fullness. When hunger or homelessness is relieved 

in this life, it is a foretaste of that great day. Similarly, 

being hated, especially for the sake of Jesus, is not a 

goal for which we should strive. Why, then, does Jesus 

call those who are poor and reviled ñblessedò? 

The ancient prophet Jeremiah helps us understand Jesusô words. ñCursed are those 

who . . . make mere flesh their strength. . . . Blessed are those who trust in 

the Lјћэò (Jeremiah 17:5, 7). ñFleshò refers here not to our bodies but, rather, to hu-

man strength and capability, apart from God. In themselves, wealth, sufficient food, 

pleasures that bring laughter, and a positive reputation can be good. The problem 

comes when we base our security, hope, or sense of purpose on them. These good 

things then become idols. They become ñflesh,ò displacing God from our hearts. Flesh 

cannot bear that burden, though, and will inevitably fail us. Jesusô words of blessing 

and woe are not a moral program or an ethical checklist, but shocking pronounce-

ments meant to startle us out of our fixation on human capacities. 

Jesusô beatitudes open us to the reality that Jeremiah declared: true blessing comes 

when we ñtrust in the Lјћэ.ò We can risk human rejection, knowing that in baptism, 

we have been claimed eternally by God. If we are poor, Godôs word promises that we 

are treasured by the One who gave up everything for us. When we feel content with 

earthly food, at the Lordôs table we discover that true delight comes from never-ending 

love present in simple bread and wine. When the song and prayer of the church give 

voice to lamentation, we find consolation and hope even in our tears. 

Woe to us indeed if we allow ourselves to settle for mere human strength, when Godôs 

mercy and goodness are so much greater! In the word of the cross and the sacraments 

of grace, power comes forth from Jesus with blessing, strength, and joy forevermore. 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright É 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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BETHEL CHURCH CALENDAR 

Monday 2/17 
• President’s Day, Bethel Office is closed. 
Tuesday, 2/18 
• Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am 
• Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am 
• Council meeting in the Fellowship Hall 6:30 pm 
Wednesday, 2/19 
• LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; High School 6:30 

pm 
Thursday 2/20 
• Electric City Chorale rehearsal in the sanctuary 

7:00 pm 
Friday, 2/21 
• Office Closed 

Next Week 
Sunday 2/23 
• Worship 9:30 am in person and livestream 
• Jubilate Choir sings 
Tuesday, 2/25 
• Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am 
• Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am 
Wednesday, 2/26 
• LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; High School 6:30 

pm 
Thursday 2/27 
• Electric City Chorale rehearsal in the sanctuary 

7:00 pm 
Friday, 2/28 
• Office Closed 
• Helena 4H Group Retreat 5:00 pm 
Saturday 3/1 
• Helena 4H Group Retreat all day until 6:00 pm 

Electric City Bible Study—online  
What a great way to connect with one 
another!  Join our bible study via Zoom, 
Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am.  Contact 
Laurie Turner at lolli51gus@icloud.com for a 
link to join the meeting. 
 

Men’s Breakfast  
Join us for a fun and engaging 
conversation, and insightful discussion of 
each week’s lectionary texts as we meet 
in the Fellowship Hall Tuesday mornings 
at 7:00 am.  Contact Dave Scholten at 
dscholten1118@gmail.com for more 
information.        
 

Hope Circle—in person  
This group meets once a month usually 

on Tuesday or Thursday afternoons.  

Bible study and fellowship are 

celebrated with this group of ladies.  

Contact Terry Korpela to be on the group 

email for meetings and prayer requests 

terry.korpela@gmail.com.   

February 6th 2:00 pm at Patti Godtel’s 

Fellowship Ministries 

mailto:dscholten1118@gmail.com

