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Transfiguration of Our Lord

Readings
IES R Exodus 24:12-18
transfigured salm 99

before them

MATTHEW 17:2

2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

Serving Sunday Announcements
Thank you for your service!
Accompanist The Bethel Handbell Choir will be
¢ Connie Titcomb, piano playing in worship, rehearsall
Lay Assistant Saturday February 14" at 10:00 am
e Tamy Scholten
Usher HUGS Ministry meeting in the
e Tammy Good Fellowship Hall following worship
Tech this Sunday, if you are interested in
e Gabe Smith being a part of this ministry please
Children’sChurch join us!
¢ Tyler Grosenick, Kendall Ryan
Hospitality The Bethel Office is closed Monday
e Judy Johnson in observance of President's Day.
Altar Guild No Jeremiah Book study Monday
e Marilyn Carlson, Terry Korpela evening.
Counters

e Greg Grosenick, Tammy Good

February 12, 2026



We hold in prayer those in our community and beyond
who are in need of healing, strength, comfort, and peace.
We trust that God knows each story more deeply than

words can express.

NEW OR CHANGED

Prayers of peace and healing for Kelsey Johnson — that God would calm her fears as she awaits
answers and additional medical tests, surround her with steadfast love, and guide her doctors with
wisdom and clarity.

We hold Kathleen Rankin, /Jeanne Rankin’s sister, in prayer as she receives treatment for cancer. May
God grant her healing, sustain her spirit, and surround her with peace.

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THOSE

Receiving medical treatment Recovering at home or in rehabilitation
Brad Eriksen, Terry Korpela’s brother Rob Kellenbeck, Dena Wagner-Fossen’s cousin
Marcia, Sara Sexe’s cousin Dave Cattrell, Sandi Cummings brother
Callie, friend of Julia Elkin Marjorie VanderAarde
Jim, friend of Sue Hesse Clarice Skogley, Jeff Skogley’s mother
Ashley, friend of Ali Morris Dennis McCarty
Carol Ann, Marilyn Carlson’s sister Jane Mart

Shirley Cayko

Living with chronic illness or

ongoing health concerns Receiving Hospice or end-of-life care
Turner Graybill Jerry, Jeanne Rankin’s brother’s father-in-law
Carrie O’Brien Margery Johnsten, mother of Jenny Woods
Bob Underhill, Sue Hesse’s brother-in-law and Pr. Trina Johnsten.

Ed Pottratz
Alex Bostic

To add or update a prayer request, please contact the Bethel Office by email or
call 406-761-1543. Names remain on the list unless we are notified of a change.
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Life at Bethel
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Council Meeting Highlights
Bethel Council New Year report
The Bethel Council appreciates your attendance and thoughtful questions at our annual
congregational meeting last month. After that meeting, we gathered for a special Council meeting to
elect officers and we are pleased to share that Tammy Good will serve as our President, Dan Morris
as our Vice President, Randy Gilbertson as our Treasurer, and Shannon Marr will stay on as
Secretary. In addition to our new and continuing Executive Council members, we welcomed Jeanne
Price and Kendall Ryan as new Council members.

We were able to meet on February 1 for our half-day Council Retreat. This was a time devoted to
getting to know each other, learning information and processes to effectively serve as council
members, and spending time discovering our Spiritual Gifts that can be shared through our service.
Additionally, we held a business meeting during the retreat. This served as our regular monthly
meeting so we will convene again on March 10. Highlights from our meeting during retreat are
below.

e Pastor Dawn’s report included:

o Worship attendance continues to be steady, averaging 82 people each Sunday in January.

o The last Inquirer’s class was held on January 18 and another one will soon be scheduled.

o The Progressive Ministerial Association (PMA), which Pastor regularly attends, will offer
community worship at Bethel with guest speakder Leigh Larson, sharing her thesis around
Christian Nationalism. All are welcome, April 16, 2026 at 7:00 pm.

e We reviewed financial reports and discussed a new Treasurer Report that shows month-to-
month account balances. This will be another helpful tool to maintain financial transparency
throughout our fiscal year.

o Committee representation and reporting was established with some changes due to new
Executive officers. Tammy will be busy with the duties of president and the TLC Daycare Liaison
so Dan will take point (and Jeanne will assist) on outreach activities. Terry will take lead on the
various ministry needs at Bethel. Shannon is the contact for the 75" Anniversary Celebration
committee and plans to reconvene an actual committee for Mission Endowment this year.

e The council finalized the details and monthly payment date of the lease agreement for TLC.

o We are thrilled to celebrate the end of our 30-year mortgage (paid in 10 years!) so we planned the
Burn the Mortgage event for March 1. We also plan to officially install our 2026 Council on this

date.
/{
¢ The Council will host our second Lenten Soup ' T SFISH SUNDAY
S March 5 The FISH ministry needs non-perishable food
upper on varch o. items. Please put them in the wicker basket
¢ We encourage all members to reach out on the bench inside the front door. FISH
to your Council with concerns and questions. especially needs the following items
o g . Tomato and chicken soup
We should be easily identified with nametags Canned fruit and canned vegetables
each week at worship. Chili
Macaroni and cheese
Respectfully submitted by Shannon Marr Spaghetti noodles
Canned spaghetti
Saltine crackers

Tuna skillet meal




Deeper Engagement

ADULT FORUM: LUTHER'S LESSONS

Have you studied Luther’s Small Catechism before? Maybe you were a 7th or 8th grader and you need
to dust off that little booklet you used, or maybe you've never heard of it before. Bring along your
catechism if you have one, or we will have new ones for you to use. Join Pastor Dawn and LMA
candidate Earl Terwilliger for conversations at 1lam each Sunday throughout Lent. All ages are
welcome to participate!

Mark your calendars with the following topics!
2/22 - 10 Commandments
3/1- Apostles’ Creed
3/8 - Lord’s Prayer
3/15 - Baptism
3/22 - Holy Communion

\_/&\_/

WORSHIP WITH US DURING LENT

Thursdays Soup Supper at 6:15 pm and Worship Service at 7:00 pm

CONVERSATIONS WITH JESUS:
SERVICES OF WORD AND HEALING FOR LENT

The Sunday readings for Lent reveals Jesus in conversation with both friends and adversaries. Lent’s
first Sunday finds Jesus confronting God’s ancient adversary in Matthew’s account of the temptation.
The second Sunday presents Jesus’ interaction with the seeker, Nicodemus, who is perhaps not ready to
make a commitment to following this new teacher. The third, fourth, and fifth Sundays are full of
intriguing conversation partners for Jesus: the Samaritan woman at the well, the man who received his
sight, Martha and Mary after the death of their brother Lazarus. (These last stories were used in some
ancient churches as part of baptismal preparation, essential to the Lenten season in the early church.)

In portions of these five midweek services, we will join the conversation between Jesus and his partners
from the previous Sunday's gospel reading. How does each character inform a life of discipleship ?
How might Jesus respond now to our own questions, confusions, and need for healing? Each week this
Lent we will spend time in prayer, healing, anointing, and conversation, with moments of silence to

take time to participate in the holy conversations of Lent.
*We will not be singing Holden Evening this year

The Book Study of Jeremiah continues Mondays 6:30 pm and

Thursdays 10:00 am - join the conversation at any time!
(Monday February 16™ and March 16™ will not meet.)



Upooming Events & Invitations

% DIES VALENTINE LUNCHEON AT

Join Redeemer Lutheran Church on

Saturday, February 14t at 11:30 AM
332 RIVERVIEW 3 W ﬂ

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH W .

for a Valentine’s Day Luncheon
with guest speaker Carrie Parker, Director of
Helping Hands.
Cost is $5.00 per person
please RSVP to 406-453-2351.

BETHEL CELEBRATES 75 YEARS

The 75th Anniversary planning committee is: Patty Braget,
Shannon Marr, Terry Korpela, Larae Veitch, Pam Dougherty,
Sandi Cummings, Gary Sorum, and Mary Seim. We meet
monthly to discuss our efforts for outreach, features on our
historical timeline, and planning for the celebration dinner and
worship service.

How can you help?

* We have organized past photo albums and scrapbooks in the
Fellowship Hall against the back wall. We welcome help in
looking through the books and using the provided post-it
notes for identifying members you know. If you have a story
or a memory of anyone, please add that too!

e Many of you have past member directories and lists of
members and friends. We would love you to identify folks
who may be interested in attending our celebration. We can
borrow your directories (drop them to Tami in the office) or
send a list of names and contact information to Shannon
Marr at smarr406@gmail.com

Watch for monthly articles in Bethel Notes highlighting the
history of our church and other plans of the committee. We are
excited to honor the strong foundation created by those before
us and maintained by all of you!

Celebration of U

+

Great Falls Hngh Drama £
Proudly Presents

." g
putl]

Book, Music, and Lyrics by
Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey

I|||||l"""

February 19, 20, 26, 27 @7:30pm
February 21, 28 @2:00pm

Adults $8 GET YOUR TICKETS Students $5
at GoFan.co or call 406.268.6278

SAVE THE DATE

SEPTEMBER 26-27, 2026
7Othy (Anniverdary
78

Koattel o@(&%ﬂ’mﬂ Chueerct

CHARTERED 1951

Celebrating the life of our church built on God's strong foundation

Monday
March 16th

JOIN US FOR LADIES NIGHT AT BETHEL - 6 00 PM

APPETIZERS, MOCKTAILS AND
FELLOWSHIP
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Gospel Reflection

MATTHEW 171-9  WHAT GOES UP

The law of gravity dictates that whatever goes up must come down. Even with its dazzling
mountaintop revelation, the transfiguration story quickly reminds us that if Jesus is
Emmanuel, God with us, then not even God’s beloved can escape death'’s inevitable pull.
Jesus leads Peter, James, and John up the mountain, but very soon they will be on their way
down again. Suddenly, Jesus is gloriously transformed before the three disciples; then, just
as suddenly, Jesus speaks of his impending death.

The transfiguration is a story of both fulfillment and foretaste. The appearance of Moses and
Elijah reminds us of Jesus’ promise to fulfill the Law and the Prophets, during his sermon on
another mountain (Matthew 5:17). The startling turn toward talk of his suffering and death
gives us a foretaste of the “mountain” at Golgotha he has yet to climb.

For the church, coming down the Mount of Transfiguration leads directly into the season of
Lent and a journey that draws out more fully for us the implications of baptism. For Jesus, his
baptism by John at the Jordan was just the start of a journey to be fulfilled in all the ups and
downs to come. This is how transformation tends to happen—not when we insist on playing
it safe, but when we dare to enter more fully into life as it is. So, too, our baptism can be
fulfilled only in the light of our mortality. God'’s voice on the mountaintop calls us not simply
to behold God's beloved Son but also to follow where Jesus leads.

All this, however, is not meant to bring us down. Jesus’ transfiguration offers a glimpse of an
even bigger picture that includes both gravity and grace. It foreshadows what is to come:
death—and resurrection. This promise of new life is a bright cloud that leads the church now,
as it did the ancient Israelites, through the
wilderness ahead.

How is God calling you to live out your
baptismal identity— marked with the cross of
Christ and sealed by the Holy Spirit?

o JESUF.
“Listen to Him"” Journal Prompts: 4 trdng; 5
If | were to listen to Jesus this week...

«Matthew 17:2

e what would | stop doing?
e what would | begin doing?
e what would | trust instead of control?

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



Upcoming Events for Youth:

e Family Worship, Sunday March T*
Just rer YOUt

Mountaintop times Color the banners with bright colors. Use the letters
Exodus 24:12-18 to make a word.

Words like alleluia express awesome mountaintop times.
Because Lent begins on Ash Wednesday this week, the
word alleluia won be heard in worship for a long time.
On Easter morming alleluias will be all around.

Find the words ALLELUIA and GLORY at least three
times in this puzzle.

FIM|G|A|G|I [S|G|A
R|P|J|L|C|B|N|L|B
Wl s/ O|L|G|G|L |O|Z
Y| R|H|E|A E|P|R|O
Y |E|u |L|L|W|Q|Y N
k lal1]ulr || |L We use this word to give praise to God:
O/F |IT |1 |H|V]|J]|S U
D/A|C|AlG|L|O|R|Y

Imagine
being Moses

walking up the ( i R O U P
mountain . . . o

N

1 meet God! What an WEDNESDAYS 6:30-8:30
"‘-&{_ awesome event! We don't FOOD, GAMES AND BIBLE STUDY
know exactly what happened. We only have words from the ALL ARE WELCOME

. o : 1009 18™ AVE SW GREAT FALLS
Bible to help us imagine. A cloud covered the mountain.

MT
Moses heard God’s voice coming from the cloud. TEXT OR CALL (1)406-249-2043
Draw the cloud on the mountain. (KENDALL RYAN) FOR ANY
QUESTIONS

[ _]



Looking Ahead

This Week | February 15-21
sun2/15

« Worship in person and live stream — 9:30 am
+ Handbell Choir plays

« HUGS Ministry meeting — T:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
» Great Divide 4H — 2:00 pm (Fellowship Halll)

» Running Free 4H — 5:00 pm (Fellowship Halll)
Mon2/16

« President’s Day. Bethel Office is closed.

« No Jeremiah Bible Study

Tue2/17

« Electric City Bible Study — 7:00 am (Zoom)

» Men's Breakfast — 7:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
Wed2/18

* No LOGOS

« Ash Wednesday Worship — 7:00 pm

Thu2/19

» Jeremiah Bible Study — 10:00 am (Sunshine Room)*
* Electric City Chorale Rehearsal — 7:00 pm
Fri2[20

« Bethel Office Closed

sat2/21

» Close Knit Crafters —10:00 am (Fellowship Halll)

Next Week | February 22-28
sun2/22

« Worship — 9:30 am (in person & live stream)

« Jubilate Choir Sings

» Adult Forum Luther’s Lessons: The 10 Commandments,
(Fellowship Hall)

« Worship Planning Committee Meeting (sanctuary)
Mon2/23

« Jeremiah Bible Study — 6:30 pm (Fellowship Hall)*
Tue2/24

« Electric City Bible Study — 7:00 am (Zoom)

« Men's Breakfast — 7:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
Wed 2/25

« LOGOS (Pre-K-8th) — 5:30 pm

+ High School LOGOS — 6:30 pm

Thu2/26

«Jeremiah Bible Study — 10:00 am (Sunshine Room)*
sLenten Soup Supper, LOGOs Leaders Hosting —
(Fellowship Hall 615 prm)

sLenten Worship in the sanctuary 7:.00 pm

Fri2[27

« Bethel Office Closed

»

\f’

“Paosd O Sbrumgloth
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» Hope Circle — Monthly gathering for

MAY CHRISTS COMPASSION
FILL YOUR HEART,
GODS PEACE
STEADY YOUR SPIRIT,
AND THE HOLY SPIRIT
SEND YOU OUT
TO BE LOVE IN THE WORLD.

fappy

God calls us B H L
God transforms us

Godsendsus LUtheran Church

connection and care - contact Terry
Korpela by clicking this link Email
Terry

Electric City Bible Study — Tuesdays
at 7:00 am (Zoom) - contact Terry
Korpela by clicking this link Email
Terry,

Men’s Breakfast — Tuesdays at 7:00
am in Fellowship Hall - contact Dave
Scholten by clicking this link Email
Dave

LOGOs Youth Ministry - Pre K thru
High School — Wednesdays 5:30 pm
6:30 pm (HS) - contact Tami
Grosenick by clicking this link Email
Tami

*Zoom option available. Please email the Bethel Office at bethelgf.church@gmail.com to receive a link.

There is a place for you here..All are welcome!


mailto:terry.korpela@gmail.com
mailto:terry.korpela@gmail.com
mailto:terry.korpela@gmail.com
mailto:terry.korpela@gmail.com
mailto:dscholten1118@gmail.com
mailto:dscholten1118@gmail.com
mailto:bethelmc.church@gmail.com
mailto:bethelmc.church@gmail.com

