Second Sunday in Advent December 5, 2024

BETHEL NOTES
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Prayers of comfort for the Family and
friends of Dick Seim as they mourn his
passing.

Prayers of healing for Dennis McCarty as
he recovers from surgery.

Prayers of healing for Carol Ann, Marilyn
Carlson’s sister, as she recovers from surgery
and determines future treatment.

Prayers of healing for Lynn Ryan’s moth-
er, as she recovers from double lung trans-
plant.

Prayers of healing for Dick Seim who is in
Park Place receiving physical therapy and
preparing for surgery.

Prayers healing for Maddie and support for
her family, she is the daughter of a friend of
Lindsey Turner Johnson’s, who is having sur-
gery.

Prayers of healing for Shelly Murphy as she
continues with cancer treatments and is do-
ing well.

Prayers of healing for Sue Cassell, friend of
Sara Sexe, as she is receiving treatments for
cancer.

Prayers of Healing for Kendra, TLC Day-
care employee, who was diagnosed with can-
cer and will begin treatment.

Prayers of healing for Carrie O’Brien as
she is in the hospital following complications
after surgery.

(406) 761-1543

4 Prayers of healing and support for Dylan Er-

ickson as he recovers from hip surgery.

¥ Prayers of healing for Shannon Obrecht,

family friend of Karen Lord, as she manages
cancer diagnosis with complications.

Gustavo Driau, Regional Representative of
South America, who is in the hospital.

Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he con-
tinues to manage his health.

Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz as he
continues cancer treatment.

2025 Daily Texts
are now available
in the Narthex.
You can make a
donation to cover
the cost if you
wish, but is not
expected.

S5 5
Guide our feet, inhm the way of peace.
- Luke 1:79 -

Bil et solctad aually by the Noravian Church and shared wordwidesice 1731,

2025 Advent Devo-
O Come, tionals are now avail-
m Ji  ablein the Narthex.

“"" = If you would like one
mailed to you, call
the Bethel Office 406-
761-1543 or email
bethelgf.church@gm
ail.com
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Bethel Pastoral Candidate Bio, Reverend Dawn Busch

a full letter is being mailed this weekend to Bethel Members, if you did not receive one,
4 Vi
please contact the Bethel Office at 406-761-1543) -

Pastor Dawn graduated from CMR High School in Great Falls, MT, and re- 4
ceived a bachelor’s degree in computer science from Montana State University
where she met her husband, Brett. After living in New Jersey while Brett at-
tended graduate school, they moved to Boise, Idaho where they raised their

son, Jackson. She discerned a call to pastoral ministry and graduated from Lu-
ther Seminary in May 2020 after completing a chaplain residency at a hospital |
in Boise. Today she serves as Pastor alongside the people of a 3-point parish

in Western North Dakota and has been involved in the youth ministry of that Rl 4
synod as well as a board member for the Bible camp in that area. "\ ,",q :

Before becoming an ordained minister, Pastor Dawn served in various capaci- * 4 -
ties on church councils, leading Christian education efforts, and singing in choirs. Outside her min-
istry in the church, she enjoys camping, crafting, playing piano, and flying. Pastor Dawn grew up
attending summer camps and she has seen the impact of outdoor ministry in building the gift of
faith in all age groups. It is her desire to help others grow in faith in Jesus and learn how to share
their faith.

She continues with ongoing training including, but not limited to: CPE Residency, Boundary Train-
ing, First Call Theological Education, Public Health and Community Engagement and Coaching
Level I.

Her area of expertise include: Pastoral Care and Visitation, Preaching/Worship Leadership, Youth
and Family Ministry, Christian Education and Administration.

Areas of Strength are: Teaching, Music/Worship/Arts, Building a Sense of Community, Participant
in the Larger Church, and Communications/Media.

One of Pastor Dawn’s areas of expertise is Pastor Care and Visitation. She believes that “pastoral
care is a holy way in which we love and care for one another. Being present with others warms my
heart and strengthens my sense of God’s presence with us.”

Preaching/Worship Leadership is also a strength for Pastor Dawn. She says, “l enjoy leading wor-
ship and connecting our readings each week with our lives inside and outside the congregation. |
have a practice to connect the theme of the sermon throughout worship in ways that help the mes-
sage resonate more deeply.” She is also aware of those who are new to worship and takes steps
to be welcoming, using language and being purposeful in invitations to participate in ways that are
not forceful, but meaningful.

Pastor Dawn has also listed Youth and Family Ministry as something she excels at. Her experience
working with youth dates back to her younger years. “I began working with youth groups as
‘president’ of my youth group in 8th grade. | spent several years attending Flathead Lutheran Bible
Camp in Montana, and | served one week as a resource pastor for Luther Heights Bible camp in
Idaho. Most recently, | have served on the Badlands Ministries board of directors.” She has also
taken youth groups to ELCA Youth Gatherings and states, “As our young disciples (and their lead-
ers!) experience these trips, they experience what it looks like to live out God’s mission in our lives
together and they are motivated to serve in our local context. This ministry is not just for youth, but
for congregations with adults who are willing to love and support them.” Pastor Dawn has experi-
ence in teaching younger Sunday School aged children, as well as Confirmation students.

Christian Education is also a big focus for Pastor Dawn. She states, “I love to learn, and | enjoy ex-
ploring Scripture with others of all ages, using different approaches for different age groups and
topics. | have taught adults with different levels of Bible knowledge using open ended questions
and allowing plenty of time for questions and conversation about how this applies in our lives as

Continued on next page
1009 18th Ave SW, Great Falls MT 59404 (406) 761-1543 www.bethelmt.org/bethelgf.church@gmail.com 3



disciples today.” It is important to her to vary the resources that she uses in order to reach a variety
of learning styles. It is also important to her that opportunities are given to express our beliefs in a
safe space.

With a background in computer science and technology support, it is no surprise that Pastor Dawn
has listed Administration as one of her strong suits. She brings with her a vast knowledge of tech-
nology and how to use it to improve congregational settings. She also has experience with a few
website tools and social media marketing. But beyond technology, Pastor Dawn emphasizes, “My
experience working alongside co-workers reminds me that different people have different strengths,
and | know it is important to encourage the development and use of gifts in ways that build commu-
nity.”

Voters' Meeting for Our New Pastor

DECEMBER 22Nll AFTER WORSHIP

We will gather both in-person and via Zoom for those who wish to
vote but cannot attend in person. Please inform Tami at the Bethel
Office if you require a link to the meeting by emailing
bethelgf.church@gmailcom.

Our Good Gifts Giving Tree is back this year! The tree is located in the Narthex asl you en-
ter the church. To participate in the Giving Tree follow these simple instructions:

= Select one or more ornaments from the tree and write your name on the back.

= Write a check or insert cash for the total amount of your donation.

= Pick up an envelop from the table in the Narthex that are marked for Good Gifts.

= Put the cash or check and the ornaments in the envelop and place in the offering tray.

= We will have an online option for those who wish to pay with a credit or debit card
through our website.

Your ornaments will be displayed on our Giving Wall throughout Advent.

Please reach out to Tami in the Bethel Office with any questions.
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December 15th after worship, we will have our second annual

S Christmas Market fundraiser for Vacation Bible School Day
tI I las Camp 2025!

If you are a crafter or baker we would love your donation for this
event.

Please let Terry Korpela know what you would like to donate.

New Music = Great Falls

Flowing Water | New Music | Great Falls, Montana
Wednesday Afternoons | 12:05 pm

December 4, 2024 Destin Markland, James F. Rickley, Pianistls
17, Reawakening, Progression and Undiminished

by Destin Markland

December 11, 2024 Alan Johnson, Soprano Saxophone

Jake Henneford, Marimba
" Phenomenon by James F Rickley

December 18, 2024 Christopher Kloker, Clarinet Longfellow Elementary will have their Holiday
Clarinificence by David Saslav Concert on Tuesday. December 17th. Wed love to
Dancing Wind, Mystic Wind, Numberings in the City help our kids to look and feel their best! If you
: g have any gently used or new donations to
of Night by James F. Rickley M contribute. it would be greatly appreciated We will [id

be setting up a store for students to shop for their

New Hope Lutheran Church holiday outfits on the day of the concert.
31255" Avenue South « Great Falls, Montana ke eeeeseeeeeeeeeseaeeeaseceerneereearessseneeeereeeas
For Further Information p
: 406-315-1203 » 406-768-8023 al Houe can you help.: M
Bring a Lunch —Tea, Coffee, Water, Dessert Provided N * Boys and Girls Dress Clothing. 4
Montana Composers’ Alliance Protocols .  Sizes 5t to Adult XL ~
Ne-?/ Compositions are Performed Twice with a Q & A Between * Accessories X

Support Contributions to: New Hope — Concert Series . gg?:sB?‘ll](;ng Clips. & Other

Products

Please bring donations to Longfellow or contact us
to pick them up!

Y”’ ,
| Tty sy |

Cold Weather Gear Drive for Helping Hands of Great Falls

During Advent we are taking a collection of cold weather gear for Helping Hands, can be new
or gently used. Items include, but not limited to:

« Hats, gloves, scarves

« Snow boots or other warm boots/shoes
o Longjohns or leggings

o Coats

« Blankets/sleeping bags

e Snow pants or lined pants

We have a collection box in the Narthex under the Bethel Office

window and we will be delivering items weekly.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE

Road Maintenance

When John the baptizer arrives on the scene, it must mean
Jesus is just around the next bend. Yet the path ahead that
the prophet Isaiah describes has no bends or curves. It is a
way made straight, one on which the rough spots have been
smoothed out and the stumbling blocks removed. Our daily
lives are rarely, if ever, made straight and smooth, though.
The stressors we encounter at work, the difficulties of parenting or caring for family,
the challenges that come as we get older fill our paths with twists and turns. Little is
plain and simple, in life or in scripture. The point of the gospel is not that everything
will be smooth for us if we just have faith. But neither are we hopelessly lost along the
way. The good news is that God provides a way forward. Amid the obstacles are also
openings.

Preparing our hearts to follow the way of Jesus involves work. Just as maintaining a
roadway demands ongoing inspection and service, our spiritual lives and the lives of
our faith communities require consistent, long-term attention, care, and commitment.
During Advent, we in the church together recommit to the “roadwork” necessary for
preparing the way. We open ourselves to receiving the gift of God’s creative presence
in the world.

Faith is the opening through which God begins this work. We do not baptize ourselves.
We are not called to do the work alone. Rather, we are baptized into a community of
faith, as members of Christ’s body in the world. God’s grace given to us in word and
sacrament transforms and empowers us to work collectively, to care for one another
and God’s creation, to work for justice and peace. Life together won’t always be smooth
or straightforward. There will be obstacles. But by the grace of God, there are also open
roads ahead.

From sundaysandseasons.com Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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CMR Perforﬁ\ing Arts Saturday

proudly presents : ;
The Pirates of Penzancel Diets rgbg(r) ﬁ\i Mg
. Bill Williamson Auditorium i
December 5-6 & 13-14 @ 730pm RCfI’CShIIlCIltS iIl the
December 7 & 14 @ 2pm ;
'I‘|ekeis 310 General Admission : G at h er 1 ng P 1 A GCE

to follow. :
All are welcome?
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RJUET _4YOUTH

Get ready for a baby Welcome to worship. Today is the second Sunday of
How would you get ready for a baby at your house? Advent, and we're still watching and waiting for baby
How might you help someone else get ready for a new baby? Jesus. We also need to start getting ready!

In the Advent wreath shown below, color two candles,

then unscramble the letters and discover an impor-
tant message from the prophet Isaiah and John the

Baptist.
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Circle a couple of things that you'd like to give to a new
baby. Ask an adult to help you wrap them up and make
a special delivery!

Build a road and get ready!

lsaiah 40:1-11
Isaiah the prophet and John the Baptist both worked hard telling people about God and reminding them to get ready for the

Messiah, Gods chosen one.

In the squares below, draw pictures of you and your family getting
ready for baby Jesus at home, then listen to the readings from
Isaiah and Mark and solve the puzzle underneath the
squares. If you need help, check out Isaiah 40:3
and Mark 1:3 in your Bible.

ISAIAH AND JOHN THE BAPTIST SAY...

E A E
E A
E O

O
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Tuesday, 12/10

« Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00
am

« Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
7:00 am

o Budget Committee meeting in the Fellow-
ship Hall 5:00 pm

« Council meeting in the Fellowship Hall
6:30 pm

Wednesday, 12/11

o LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm; HS 6:30
pm

Friday, 12/13

« Office Closed

Saturday 12/14

e 9:30 am LOGOs Christmas Program Re-
hearsal

« Celebration of Life Thelma Seyfert 2:00
pm; Reception in the Gathering Place to
follow

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday 12/15

o Hymn Sing Worship and LOGOs Christ-
mas Program led by Patrick Ryan in per-
son and live stream 9:30 am

o Christmas Market Fundraiser for VBS af-
ter worship in the Sunshine Room.

o Adult form The Chosen season 4 contin-
ues

o Tuesday, 12/17

« Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00
am

« Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
7:00 am

Wednesday, 12/18

o« LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm Christ-
mas Party all ages

Friday, 12/20

« Office Closed

(406) 761-1543

Fellowship Ministries

Electric City Bible Study—online

What a great way to connect with one another!
Join our bible study via Zoom, Tuesday mornings
at 7:00 am. Contact Laurie Turner at
lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to join the
meeting.

Men’s Breakfast

Join us for a fun and engaging conversation,
and insightful discussion of each week’s lec-
tionary texts as we meet in the Fellowship
Hall Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am. Contact
Dave Scholten at dscholten1118@gmail.com for
more information.

Hope Circle—in person
This group meets once a month usually on

Tuesday or Thursday afternoons. Bible study
and fellowship are celebrated with this group
of ladies. Contact Terry Korpela to be on the
group email for meetings and prayer
requests terry.korpela@gmail.com.

Next meeting December

Preaching And Presiding at Bethel

December 8th Jim Carlson, LMA

December 15th, Christmas Program and
Hymn Sing Patrick Ryan

December 22nd Dave Scholten, LMA
December 24th Pastor Jessica Crist
December 29th Dave Scholten, LMA
January 5, 2025 Jim Carlson, LMA
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