First Sundayiin Christmas December 26, 2024

BETHEINNOTES

Serving This Sunday
Accompanist
Connie Titcomb
Usher
Tami Grosenick
Lay Assistant
Sandy Pepos
TeCh v' - = - | ' Y ; . - a ‘\.
Gabe Smith y — " : ,
LUKE 2:52
Projection
Children’s Church .
Isabelle and Tyler Readings: Prayers 2
Grosenick First Christmas Eve Worship 3
P . Thank You

Hospitality Reading: 1 Samuel 2:18-20,26
Tami & Isabelle Grosenick Psalm: Psalm 148 Voters’ Meeting Re- 4

sults
Counters Second
Pam Dougherty Reading: Colossians 3:12-17 Helping Hands Drive 5
Kelsey Johnson .

y Gospel:  Luke 2:41-52 Good Gifts
Gospel Message 6

First Monday Quilters

This Sunday at Bethel... s

Today we celebrate the First Sunday in Christmas. Just for YOUth 7
Thank you to Dave Scholten, LMA for leading our worship service this morning. lend
Calendar 8
Thank you to all who helped move furniture back to the Gathering place for Ministri
inistries

our worship service. Thank you to the Good Family, Ryan and Kyle Gilbertson,
and Tyler Grosenick for setting up the Gathering Place as well as move every- Preaching and Presid-
thing back. Thank you to Pastor Jessica Crist for a beautiful service. Thankyou N8 at Bethel

to Colter McCarty for getting the livestream up and running. Thank you to Kar-

rie Pepos for the amazing solo. Thank you to all our musicians who added such

wonderful music to enhance our Christmas worship Connie Titcomb, Dave, Join us at 9:30
Tamy and Bridger Scholten, Steve, Sharon and Kurt Mueller, Adam and Julia AM in person or
Elkin, and Sara Graft. Thank you to our ushers Earl Terwilliger, Tammy Good, livestream at

and Randy, Kyle and Ryan Gilbertson. And Thank you to all who joined us for
worship on this beautiful Christmas Eve.

betheltmt.org
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Prayers of healing for Shirley Cayko
who is recovering from pneumonia.

Prayers of healing for Dennis
McCarty as he continues to recover
from sugery.

Prayers of healing for Ron, friend of
Tamy Scholten, who is managing a ret-
inal detachment.

Prayers of healing for Dennis
VanHeel as he recovers in from pace-
maker implant and doing really well.

Prayer of healing for Allison Morris
as she recovers from coming surgery.

Prayers of support for Doug Gordon
as he gets settled in his new home.

Prayers of healing for Carol Ann,
Marilyn Carlson’s sister, as she recov-
ers from surgery and determines fu-
ture treatment.

Prayers of healing for Lynn Ryan’s
mother, as she awaits a surgery for a
double lung transplant.

Prayers healing for Maddie and sup-
port for her family, she is the daughter
of a friend of Lindsey Turner John-
son’s, who is having surgery.

Prayers of healing for Shelly Murphy

(406) 761-1543

as she continues with cancer treat-
ments and is doing well.

¥+ Prayers of healing for Sue Cassell,

friend of Sara Sexe, as she is receiving
treatments for cancer.

Prayers of Healing for Kendra, TLC
Daycare employee, who was diag-
nosed with cancer and will begin treat-
ment.

Prayers of healing for Carrie O’Bri-
en as she is in the hospital following
complications after surgery.

Prayers of healing and support for
Dylan Erickson as he recovers from
hip surgery.

Prayers of healing for Shannon
Obrecht, family friend of Karen
Lord, as she manages cancer diagnosis
with complications.

Gustavo Driau, Regional Repre-
sentative of South America, who is in
the hospital.

Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as
he continues to manage his health.

Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz as
he continues cancer treatment.
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Results of the Voters’ Meeting

, V.
'

Last Sunday, December 22nd after our worship service our meet-
ing was held to vote on calling Reverend Dawn Busch to be the
new pastor at Bethel. With 79 total votes through combined in
person and online Zoom attendees, the vote was unanimous to call
Pastor Dawn.

The Synod has been notified and paperwork has been sent for . ~
both Bishop Laurie Jungling’s signature and will then be forward- " I of '
ed to Pastor Dawn for hers. We anticipate that she will be starting

at Bethel towards the end of January with first preaching anticipated the beginning
of February.

We are looking forward to her arrival and send many prayers and blessings as she
and her family relocate to Great Falls.

Let us pray.

Dear Lord, we thank you for this new opportunity with a new pastor and a new
year. We ask for your guidance and grace as we all settle into a new normal and
start a new year at Bethel. Bless the Call Committee for their hard work and dili-
gence with this call process. Bless the Council for their leadership and guidance.
Bless Pastor Dawn and her family as they make the transition to a new congrega-
tion. And Bless the Bethel Congregation who have stayed devoted to you and our
church as we waited for You to bring us a new pastor.

In Jesus name we pray, Amen.
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one Mmore week of

Cold Weather Gear Drive for Helping Hands of Great Falls

During Advent we are taking a collection of cold weather gear for Helping Hands, R

can be new or gently used. Items include, but not limited to:

Hats, gloves, scarves Snow boots or other warm boots/shoes
Long johns or leggings Coats Blankets/sleeping bags
Snow pants or lined pants

We have a collection box in the Narthex under the Bethel Office window and we
will be delivering items weekly.

e e 2
o
‘ -

Our Good Gifts Giving Tree is back this year! The tree is Iocatéd in the Narthex as you enter the
church. To participate in the Giving Tree follow these simple instructions:

= Select one or more ornaments from the tree and write your name on the back.
= Write a check or insert cash for the total amount of your donation.

= Pick up an envelop from the table in the Narthex that are marked for Good Gifts.

= Put the cash or check and the ornaments in the envelop and place in the offering tray.

= We will have an online option for those who wish to pay with a credit or debit card through our
website.

Your ornaments will be displayed on our Giving Wall throughout Advent.

Please reach out to Tami in the Bethel Office with any questions.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE Ll
Wandering Away

“Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I
must be in my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49). Such bold

questions for a tween Jesus to press upon his worried par-
ents! Clearly Mary and Joseph face some significant chal- : e
lenges as they sort out how to parent the Son of God. =

If you were to wander away from your travel companions in an unfamiliar city, where
would they find you? Might you duck away in search of a bookstore or a café or a par-
ticular type of museum? Would you gravitate toward a public park or cathedral or
riverbank? Might you return to your room for a nap?

We can question the wisdom of wandering away from one’s group without giving no-
tice. But perhaps we can also empathize with Jesus’ desire to meet his spiritual needs,
and with the attraction of a place his spirit feels most at home. He takes himself some-
where he can draw close to God.

We also might identify for ourselves those times and places our spirits feel most at
home, the practices in which we draw close to God in unique and personal ways. We
can do this alone or with others. We can do this in explicitly sacred spaces; often, we
find what we need in communal worship, shared ritual, and the study of scripture. We
may also crave nourishment from art, nature, literature, music, rest, creative outlets,
silence, movement, meditation, tears, and laughter . . . so many things.

Throughout his adult life, Jesus will regularly separate himself from groups to rest and
pray because these things refresh his soul. What places and practices renew your spir-
it? How can you create the space you need for such prayer, reflection, and rest? How
can you become as attuned to the needs of
your inner life as Jesus was to his?

From sundaysandseasons.com Copyright © 2024
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

V RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
JANUARY 13, 2025
1:00 TO 6:00 PM
s AT BETHEL
U\LT SIGN UP ONLINE TODAY

redcrossblood.org/give
Great Falls MT 59405

ONE PINT OF BLOOD
SAVE UP TO 3 LIVES
i Questions? 406-799-0100
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January 6,2025
6:00 to 8:00 pm

New Hope Lutheran Church
3125 5th Avenue South




SJUET _4YOUTH

This is the Messiah!
Luke 2:22-40
Read the story, using the pictures to help you!

& and @ brought “@Xto the

he received a very special @50 from an
and a very old prophet hamed

= that baby &Y was the =ﬁ-

God’s Son, and a special &3 who
would gave all people everywhere and
bring &3 to the world.
After meeting @qnd @ ih the Ok
and and baby %refurned
home to Nazareth in Gdlilee.
%grew and became gtrong and
wise, dnhd God blegged him.

)|
Tl
[ ——==1

Code-.ﬁ':MeGGJﬁ @=ﬁmﬂ gg:%rmeon =1‘emp|e
@)= Mary @:Jogeph F = blessing W= Jesus ot =

when he was a tiny baby and there
old mdan hamed @
dlgo said

HAVE YOU BEEN IN ANY SPECIAL CEREMONIES AT CHURCH? WHAT WERE THEY? WHAT DO YOU REMEMBER ABOUT THEM?

Welcome to worship.

When Jesus was eight days old, Mary and Joseph brought
him from Bethlehem to the temple in Jerusalem for a special
ceremony. Help them find their way through the hills to the
temple.

How did you get to church today? How long did the frip take
you? Whe did you come with?

1009 18th Ave SW, Great Falls MT 59404 (406) 761-1543

Go in peace
Jesus has come, and we can live in peace.

Draw a picture of what you think peace looks like, and
hang it up at home.

@jesus, Thank you for all
A the people who tell us

about you. Amen

This week

Send a note of thanks or a drawing to someone who has
talked to you about God.

www.bethelmt.org/bethelgf.church@gmail.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Tuesday, 12/31

« Happy New Year’s Eve

« Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am
e« NO Men’s Breakfast

Wednesday, 1/1/2025

o New Year’s Day Bethel Office Closed

e No LOGOs Youth Ministry

e Aitz Chaim Hannukah Celebration 5:00 pm
Friday, 1/3

o Office Closed

o Aitz Chaim Friday worship 6:00 pm

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday 1/5

e Worship led by Jim Carlson, LMA in person
and live stream 9:30 am

e Adult form The Chosen season 4 continues
Tuesday, 1/7
« Electric City Bible Study on Zoom 7:00 am

« Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00
am

Wednesday, 1/8
e NO LOGOs Youth Ministry
Thursday 1/9

« Exec Board meeting in the Fellowship Hall
6:30 pm

Friday, 12/20
o Office Closed

IMPORTANT DATES

+ January 13, 2025 Red Cross Blood Drive
+ January 26, 2025 After Worship

Budget Meeting

+ February 2, 2025 After Worship

Annual Meeting

(406) 761-1543

Fellowship Ministries

Electric City Bible Study—online

What a great way to connect with one another!
Join our bible study via Zoom, Tuesday mornings
at 7:00 am. Contact Laurie Turner at
lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to join the
meeting.

Men’s Breakfast

Join us for a fun and engaging conversation,
and insightful discussion of each week’s lec-
tionary texts as we meet in the Fellowship
Hall Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am. Contact
Dave Scholten at dscholten1118@gmail.com for
more information.

Hope Circle—in person
This group meets once a month usually on

Tuesday or Thursday afternoons. Bible study
and fellowship are celebrated with this group
of ladies. Contact Terry Korpela to be on the
group email for meetings and prayer
requests terry.korpela@gmail.com.

Next meeting January

T

Preaching And Presiding at Bethel

December 29th Dave Scholten, LMA
January 5, 2025 Jim Carlson, LMA
January 12th TBD

January 19th TBD

January 26th TBD
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