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Serving This Sunday  
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IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ 
{ŀƴŘȅ tŜǇƻǎ 

/ƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ 
tŀƳ 5ƻǳƎƘŜǊǘȅ  
[ŀǳǊƛŜ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊ Join us at 9:30 AM  in person or 

livestream at betheltmt.org  

²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪ 5ŀǾŜ {ŎƘƻƭǘŜƴΣ [a! ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ  

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ WŜũ {ƪƻƎƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ WǳōƛƭŀǘŜ /ƘƻƛǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ Ƴǳπ
ǎƛŎ Φ 

±ƻǝƴƎ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǾƻǘŜ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜΦ  

!ƊŜǊ ƻǳǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ tƭŀŎŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŀƴƻΣ ǇǳƭǇƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ŀƭπ
ǘŀǊΦ  !ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǝƳŜΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΦ 

4ŋŌŖ 3ŘőŇńŜ 

2ÅÁÄÉÎÇÓȡ 

First  
Reading: Micah 5:2-5a 

Psalm: 1:45b-55 

Second  
Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 

Gospel: Luke 1:39-45[46-55] 
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Z Prayers of healing for Dennis McCarty  

as he continues to recover in rehab.  

Z Prayers of healing for Ron, friend of 

Tamy Scholten, who is managing a retinal 

detachment.  

Z Prayers of healing for Dennis VanHeel 

as he recovers in from pacemaker implant 

and doing really well. 

Z Prayer of healing for Allison Morris as 

she prepares for an upcoming surgery. 

Z Prayers of comfort for Mary Gernaat as 

she mourns the passing of her daughter 

Michelle. 

Z Prayers of comfort for Cindy Considine 

on the passing of her father. 

Z Prayers of support for Doug Gordon as 

he gets settled in his new home. 

Z Prayers of comfort for the Family and 

friends of Dick Seim as they mourn his 

passing. 

Z Prayers of healing for Carol Ann, Mari-

lyn Carlsonôs sister, as she recovers from 

surgery and determines future treatment. 

Z Prayers of healing for Lynn Ryanôs 

mother, as she awaits a surgery for a  

double lung transplant. 

Z Prayers healing for Maddie and support 

for her family, she is the daughter of a 

friend of Lindsey Turner Johnsonôs, who 

is having surgery.  

Z Prayers of healing for Shelly Murphy as 

she continues with cancer treatments and 

is doing well. 

Z Prayers of healing for Sue Cassell, friend 

of Sara Sexe, as she is receiving treat-

ments for cancer. 

Z Prayers of Healing for Kendra, TLC Day-

care employee, who was diagnosed with 

cancer and will begin treatment.  

Z Prayers of healing  for  Carrie OôBrien as 

she is in the hospital following complica-

tions after surgery. 

Z Prayers of healing and support for Dylan 

Erickson as he recovers from hip surgery. 

Z Prayers of healing for Shannon 

Obrecht, family friend of Karen Lord, as 

she manages cancer diagnosis with com-

plications. 

Z Gustavo Driau, Regional Representative 

of South America, who is in the hospital. 

Z Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he 

continues to manage his health.  

Z Prayers of   healing for Ed Pottratz as he 

continues cancer treatment. 
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Bethel Pastoral Candidate   

Reverend Dawn Busch  
Pastor Dawn graduated from CMR High School in Great Falls, MT, and re-

ceived a bachelorôs degree in computer science from Montana State University 

where she met her husband, Brett. After living in New Jersey while Brett at-

tended graduate school, they moved to Boise, Idaho where they raised their 

son, Jackson. She discerned a call to pastoral ministry and graduated from Lu-

ther Seminary in May 2020 after completing a chaplain residency at a hospital 

in Boise. Today she serves as Pastor alongside the people of a 3-point parish 

in Western North Dakota and has been involved in the youth ministry of that synod as well as a 

board member for the Bible camp in that area.  

If you have not read her whole bio, or did not receive a copy and would like one, please call Tami 

in the Bethel Office and one will be provided 406-761-1543 or email bethelgf.church@gmail.com 
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Our Good Gifts Giving Tree is back this year!  The tree is located in the Narthex as you enter the 

church.  To participate in the Giving Tree follow these simple instructions: 

Ý Select one or more ornaments from the tree and write your name on the back. 

Ý Write a check or insert cash for the total amount of your donation. 

Ý Pick up an envelop from the table in the Narthex that are marked for Good Gifts.  

Ý Put the cash or check and the ornaments in the envelop and place in the offering tray. 

Ý We will have an online option for those who wish to pay with a credit or debit card through our 

website.  

Your ornaments will be displayed on our Giving Wall throughout Advent. 

Please reach out to Tami in the Bethel Office with any questions. 

/ƻƭŘ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ DŜŀǊ 5ǊƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ IŜƭǇƛƴƎ IŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ DǊŜŀǘ Cŀƭƭǎ 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƭŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƎŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ IŜƭǇƛƴƎ IŀƴŘǎΣ 

Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƴŜǿ ƻǊ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ǳǎŜŘΦ  LǘŜƳǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻΥ 

IŀǘǎΣ ƎƭƻǾŜǎΣ ǎŎŀǊǾŜǎ  {ƴƻǿ ōƻƻǘǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǊƳ ōƻƻǘǎκǎƘƻŜǎ  

[ƻƴƎ ƧƻƘƴǎ ƻǊ ƭŜƎƎƛƴƎǎ  /ƻŀǘǎ   .ƭŀƴƪŜǘǎκǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ōŀƎǎ  

{ƴƻǿ Ǉŀƴǘǎ ƻǊ ƭƛƴŜŘ Ǉŀƴǘǎ 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ōƻȄ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǊǘƘŜȄ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ŜǘƘŜƭ hŶŎŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿŜŜƪƭȅΦ   

Sign Ups Now Available 
The Sign Up Sheets are now avail for 

2025 for Usher/Greeter, Hospitality and 

Altar Flowers. The binders are located in 

the Narthex. 

Altar Flowers cost is $20.00 per Sunday. 
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Not Fate but Faith 
Itôs easy to take for granted that everything came to-

gether just so. With Christmas only days away, the ex-

pectant mood of the Advent season turns swiftly to joy. 

We might as well already be pacing outside the stable as 

we eagerly anticipate the baby soon to be born. Because 

we know what happens next, we might even assume that events had to unfold exactly 

the way they did: The angel Gabriel came to Mary, her pregnancy seemed inevitable, 

and the promises God had made to Israel would be proven complete. We are not likely 

to give Maryôs role in the story a second thought. We assume she had little choice. At 

least thatôs the way we often think about her response. 

But thatôs not entirely the way the story goes. The gospel itself doesnôt assume as 

much. Elizabeth certainly doesnôt. She acknowledges Maryôs willingness to honor the 

angelôs announcement: ñBlessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment 

of what was spoken to her by the Lordò (Luke 1:45). For indeed, the angelôs words ini-

tially confused Mary: none of it seemed to make sense. Her part in the story could have 

ended there. And yet she is moved by what she hears. Her trust in Godôs word is nei-

ther coerced compliance nor certain knowledge, but a response rooted in trustðnot a 

foregone conclusion but a faithful leaning into the promises presented to her. The story 

did not have to go the way it did, but Mary trusted that it would. 

Often only when we reflect on the journey weôve already made, do we fully appreciate 

the ways God has repeatedly shown up. Thereôs a gift in such moments of clarity. 

Thereôs also a gift in the realization that even in seemingly impossible circumstances, 

choices must often be made. This was true for Mary, and also for Jesus. His journey 

from the cradle to the cross was not fate: it was a series of faithful choices, like Maryôs, 

to trust in Godôs promises of new life. 
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A sincere and heartfelt thank you from our family for the wonderful celebration 

of life for our  mother, Thelma Seyfert.  Our family and friends felt welcomed 

and so many precious memories were shared.   

A special thank you to Pastor Jessica Crist for a memorable and meaningful ser-

mon.  Lynn Ryan for the beautiful piano music, and Gable Smith for livestream-

ing the service for our family that were unable to make it.  

A huge thank you to Hope Circle for the set up, tear down, food, serving and 

gorgeous centerpieces.  The hummingbird details were so precious. 

Lots of love and blessings, the Family of Thelma Seyfert. 
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