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THIS SUNDAY  AT BETHEL... 

We celebrate the Third Sunday of 
Advent. 

Today we are blessed with the beau-
tiful music of the Bethel Handbell 
Choir led by Sharon Mueller. 

We also are thankful for the Bethel 
Men’s Quartet and their special music today, Steve Mueller, Patrick Ryan, 
Dave Scholten and Jeff Skogley. 

Thank you to Hope Circle for all their hard work putting together our 
Christmas Bazaar in support of VBS 2024.  There are still some items avail-
able so check out the tables in the Sunshine Room before you leave!! 

Upcoming important events: January 21, 2024 Budget Meeting and Janu-
ary 28, 2024 Annual Meeting, both take place after worship. Voting mem-
bers of Bethel are asked to make every effort to attend these meetings.  We 
will be voting on new council members, church representatives for FLBC 
and Synod Assembly, nominating committee members and 2024 budget.  
We need a quorum for our Annual Meeting. 
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Serving This Sunday 

Musicians: 

Mary Seim,  piano 

Lay Assistant: 

Randy Gilbertson 

Usher: 

Patty Braget 

Laurie Turner 

Tech:  

Gabe Smith  

Children’s Church: 

Rylee Virts 

Tyler Grosenick 

Counters: 

Patty Braget 

Laurie Turner 

Hospitality 

The Grosenick Family 

Sunday, December 17,  2023 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Introduction 
“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessaloni-
ans. Isaiah and the psalmist make clear that God is turn-
ing our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All 
God’s children got a robe,” go the words of a spiritual. It 
is not so much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a 
set of party clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. We 
receive that robe in baptism, and in worship we gather for 
a foretaste of God’s party. 

First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Psalm 126 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Join us  Sunday 9:30  AM 

in person or online at 

bethelmt.org 
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 Prayers of comfort and support for John 

Korpela who is in Peace Hospice. 

 Prayers of healing for Bonnie Barnes, 

Debbie McCarty’s mother, recovering af-

ter a fall.  

 Prayers of comfort for the family and 

friends of Bertha Ferguson as they 

mourn her passing.   

 Prayers of support and comfort for Pat 

Berkeley. 

 Prayers of healing for AnneRose Rog-

ers as she recuperates at home after a 

recent hospitalization. 

 Prayers of health for Don Bisgard as his 

living center is under quarantine for 

Covid infections. 

 Prayers of strength and healing for Tim 

Olson, as he prepares for upcoming out-

patient surgery in December. 

 Prayers of healing for Dick Seim as he 

continues regaining his strength. 

 Prayers of healing and answers for An-

na Boucher as they determine a cause 

and treatment for seizures. 

 Prayers of healing and support for Diane 

Young, Sandy Pepos’ aunt, recovering 

at home after a stroke. 

 Prayers of healing for Georgia Miller, 

cousin of Amber Erickson’s, as she has 

been diagnosed with aggressive breast 

cancer. 

 Prayers of continued healing for Travis 

Cushman as he continues to manage 

health issues. 

 Prayers of healing for Harper Spurzem, 

8 year old student at Ulm School, receiv-

ing chemotherapy treatment for Hodg-

kin's Lymphoma. 

 Prayers of support and comfort for Pas-

tor Jessie and Jade as they mourn the 

loss of their precious baby boy, Kai Wil-

der Metzler. 

 Prayers of healing for Kristin, Bobbie 

Bowen’s daughter, as she is manages a 

cancer diagnosis. 

 Prayers of support for Caleb Pottratz 

who is struggling with depression. 

 Prayers of healing for Lynn Klaasen, 

sister of Jan Robitaille, receiving treat-

ment for cancer. 

 Prayers of healing for Lindy Coon, sis-

ter of former Bethel member Laura 

(Wandke) Overturf, as she continues to 

slowly make progress as she recovers 

from a serious injury after a fall. 

 Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he 

continues to manage his health.  

 Prayers of strength in leadership for 

Gustavo Driau, Regional Representa-

tive   of South America. 

 Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz as he 

continues cancer treatment. 

Requesting Your Prayers 
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Grace and Peace to you in this Advent Season, 

As we continue to prepare for the coming of Christ during this season of Advent, I am 
struck by the push I have felt this year to “speed up”, “smile”, “get it done”, and 
“keep on going”. For most of my life I have been someone for whom most of these 
encouragements fuel my adrenaline and feel good. This year though, I have caught 
myself feeling the weight of those expectations in a new way. I feel myself pushing 
back at those imperatives and wondering why we do this so palpably during these 

days leading up to Christmas? Why the rush? Why the insistency that we all must feel one sort of way as 
we long for the coming of a Christ who will make all things new? Why push through everything that is hard 
instead of slowing down and reflecting on how we might care for ourselves and one another in the midst of 
it all? While my own experience of this year has shaped these questions deeply, I can’t help but see some 
of the burn out and exhaustion around me as well. I see folks who are tired, folks who are hungry, and folks 
who are lost in a world filled with problems that seem insurmountable and conflicts that seem unresolva-
ble. 

The temptation amid those realities during this season is to put some tinsel on it all, have some eggnog, 
and act like it’s not real until after the New Year. Lucky for us, God refuses to do that. The arrival of Christ is 
an action that God takes to meet God’s people exactly where they are and provide them with a sense of 
hope and belonging. God doesn’t send Christ as a distraction to make us feel good, God sends Christ to us 
as a resounding reminder that God’s love is enough to tend to our tired bodies, broken hearts, and con-
fused minds. God sends Christ as a clear symbol that there is hope that we will always be made whole again 
on both our best days and worse days. So as we approach this great celebration of the coming of Christ, I 
invite you to walk into it knowing that this Christ child is so much deeper than just being merry and bright. 
This Christ child brings to us an eternal hope for a better tomorrow, and an eternal invitation to be a part of 
the creation of that better tomorrow as well. Praise be to God for that. 

-Pastor Jessie 

John Korpela passed away on December 10, 2023, at the age of 80.  

At John's request a memorial service only will be held in January. A date to be de-
termined. Cremation has taken place under the direction of Schnider Funeral 
Home.  

John was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota on May 17, 1943, to Jacob and Inez 
Korpela. He was raised in Southeast Minneapolis and Falcon Heights, Minnesota. 
He married Terry (Teresa) Eriksen on July 26, 1975.  

He was educated in the Minneapolis, Falcon Heights and Roseville Minnesota 
school systems and later graduated from Mankato State University in 1965. He 

worked in the insurance industry from 1966 to 2000.  

He retired in August of 2000 to pursue the "you should have been here Wednesday" syndrome and Powder 
Skiing at Showdown. Since retirement he and his wife have traveled, played golf and skied.  

He is survived by his wife, Terry of Great Falls; children, Corey (Heather) Korpela of Johnson City, Tennessee, 
Chris (Heidi) Kopela of Centennial, Colorado; Mamie (Leia) Korpela of Portland, Oregon; and Brett (Marly) 
Korpela of Alta, Utah; grandchildren, Justin Korpela, Tess (Kenneth) Buchler, lan (Greta Holdheide) Korpela, 
Tadem Korpela, and Khyber Korpela; and brother, Gary (Ruth) Korpela of Shoreview, Minnesota. 

John requests any memorial donations be sent to Bethel Lutheran Church in Great Falls, Montana.  
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Lack of access to safe water is one of the biggest 

challenges to overcoming poverty. It’s also one 

of the most powerful opportunities to create 

change. With a simple water well, spring box or 

other water point, as many as 500 families gain 

access to clean, safe water. Communities are 

healthier. People spend less money on medical 

expenses and more on food and education. And 

instead of spending hours each day gathering 

water for the family, women and children have time for work and school. Talk about a fu-

ture filled with hope! 

At Bethel, donations for our Giving Tree will go toward the construction of a simple water 

well.  Our goal is $2500.00 to make this happen.  When you donate any amount to this pro-

ject, take an ornament from the Giving Tree to hang on your tree at home.  These simple 

ornaments were made by our LOGOs Youth Ministry and read “Christmas 2023.  This year I 

gave the gift of clean water.” 

There are other needs that can be met through the Good Gifts Program from ELCA World 

Hunger.  If you would like to donate to Good 

Gifts for other items such as  goats, chickens, 

bibles, etc. pick up a Good Gifts catalog locat-

ed in the Narthex and you can donate directly 

to ELCA World Hunger Good Gifts. 

If you have any questions about this project 

you may contact any member of the ELCA 

World Hunger Committee Colleen Walker-

Nelson, Judy Johnson or Shirley Cayko. 

For questions about donating to this Giving 

Tree Project, see Tami Grosenick in the Bethel 

Office.  

Merry Christmas. 



 

Bethel Lutheran Church    1009 18th Ave SW   Great Falls, MT 59404     (406)761-1543     www.bethelmt.org     bethelgf.church@gmal.com                  Page 6 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 

December 17, 2023 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Patterns of Grace 

People who sew often use patterns to guide their creations. To 

make a skirt, suit, or quilt of a certain size, one cuts out the pat-

tern, pins it to fabric, and then cuts along the pattern to get piec-

es of cloth that are the right sizes and shapes to be sewn to-

gether. 

In today’s gospel reading we find a pattern that is repeated 

throughout the biblical narrative: a person of faith does something that draws the attention of others, 

which gives them an opportunity to share the story of their faith. The prophets often performed pub-

lic actions that led to them speaking the word of the Lord. It is not surprising that the conspicuous 

work of John the Baptist at the Jordan River caused the priests and Levites to wonder if he was “the 

prophet.” 

Early in the Gospel of John we are told that John the Baptist was a witness who would testify to the 

light that is Jesus. John’s answer to the religious leaders’ queries continues with the language of 

testimony, as he confesses that he is not the Mes-

siah. We see the pattern at work here: John’s ac-

tions are a proclamation all their own, but those 

actions draw others’ attention, and that gives him 

an opportunity to testify, to share his story of God’s 

way. 

This pattern keeps going with us today as God 

continues to stitch grace into the world. Whose ac-

tions of faith have drawn your attention? How have 

their stories of faith been a comfort or challenge to 

you? Our actions need not be as ambitious as bap-

tizing a whole community in the river for people to 

take notice. Our following the way of Jesus will 

draw people’s attention, and their curiosity then 

gives us an opportunity to testify, to share our sto-

ries of transformation, faith, hope, and love. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress.   

All rights reserved. 
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Just for YOUth 

God, thank 
you for people 

who tell us 
about Jesus, 

the light of the 
world. 
Amen 

This 

Week… 
Make can-
dles to 
share with 
friends and 
neighbors. 
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Electric City Bible Study—online  
What a great way to connect with one an-
other!  Join our bible study via Zoom, Tues-
day mornings at 7:00 am.  Contact Laurie 
Turner at lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to 
join the meeting. 
 

Men’s Breakfast  
Join us for a fun and engaging conversa-
tion, and insightful discussion of each 
week’s lectionary texts as we meet in the 
Fellowship Hall Tuesday mornings at 7:00 
am.  Contact Dave Scholten at dschol-
ten@dlsconsulting.net for more infor-
mation.        
 

Hope Circle—in person  
This group meets once a month usually 
on Thursday evenings.  Bible study and 
fellowship are celebrated with this group 
of ladies.  Contact Terry Korpela to be on 
the group email for meetings and prayer 
requests terry.korpela@gmail.com.   

January 
 

Weekly Text Study  
 with Pastor Jessie 
Wednesdays, 10:00 am via Zoom, Pastor 
Jessie will be leading discussion on the 
text readings for the upcoming Sunday.  
Dig deeper in the interpretation of the 
readings and discuss ways they give us 
guidance in our daily lives.  If you would 
like to join this meeting, email 
bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com to be added 
to the mailing list. 

 
 

Calendar of Events 
Tuesday 12/19 

• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 
7:00 am 

• Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 
7:00 am 

Wednesday 12/20 

• Bible Study on Zoom led Pastor Jessie 
Obrecht 

• No LOGOs Youth Ministry  

Friday 12/22 

• Bethel office is closed. 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday 12/24 

• Christmas Eve Worship Services led by 
Pastor Jessie Obrecht in 3:00 pm and 
5:00 pm  

Monday 12/25 

• Merry Christmas, Bethel Office is closed. 

Tuesday 12/26 

• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 
7:00 am 

• No Men’s Breakfast  

• Bethel Office Closed, Christmas Day ob-
served 

Wednesday 12/27 

• No Bible Study  

• No LOGOs Youth Ministry  

Friday 12/28 

• Bethel office is closed. 

Pastor Jessie Obrecht Contact information     Email: bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com     Phone: 406-761-1543 ext. 202 

Fellowship  

Ministries 


