DECEMBER 11,2025

GOD CALLS USs, GOD TRANSFORMS Us, GOD SENDS US

SETTA

Third Sunday in Advent

EL NOTES

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 9:30 AM IN PERSON OR ONLINE AT BETHELMT.ORG

The desert shall
rejoice

blosso

som
Serving This

ISAIAH 35:1
Sunday

Acompanist

« Lynn Ryan, piano
Lay Assistant
o Tamy Scholten

This Sunday at Bethel...

Readings:

First Reading:
Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 146:5-10
Second Reading:
James 5:7-10
Gospel:

Matthew 11:2-11
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Lord, in yowr mercy...

Prayers of strength and healing for Turner Graybill, admitted to the hospital and having surgery

tomorrow.

Prayers of healing for Rev. Dawn Busch having back surgery today.

Prayers of support and healing for Denise Campbell, Tami Grosenick’s sister-in-law, as she
prepares for surgery.

Prayers of a successful surgery and pain-free healing for Jeanne Rankin haveing shoulder
replacement surgery on December 15th.

Prayers of healing and support for Carrie O’Brien managing health issues.

Prayers of healing for Peyton Carle, Karrie Pepos’ fiance, having knee surgery today.

Prayers of healing and support for Callie, friend of Julia Elkin, as she manages a cancerous brain
tumor and other health issues.

Prayers of healing and comfort from Connie Titcomb as she recovers from knee surgery.
Prayers of support and healing for Jim, friend of Sue Hesse, as he manages health issues and
possible surgery.

Prayers of healing for Rob Kellenbeck, Dena’s Wagner-Fossen’s cousin, as he recovers at home
from a stroke with assistance.

Prayers of healing for Jacki, Ann Tuomi’s neice.

Prayers of healing for Dave Cattrell, Sandi Cummings brother, recovering in rehab unit.

Prayers of healing for Rebecca Boucher preparing for upcoming surgery:.

Prayers of healing for Ashley, friend of Ali Morris, as she receives treatment for breast cancer.
Prayers of strength and support for Marjorie VanderAarde, her family and those assisting her
with memory and dementia.

Prayers of healing for Jerry, Jeanne Rankin’s brother’s father-in-law, who is under Hospice Care.
Prayers of healing for Clarice Skogley, Jeff Skogley’s mother, recovering in rehab.

Prayers of healing for Margery Johnsten, mother of Jenny Woods, receiving chemo/radiation
treatments.

Prayers of healing for Carol Ann, Marilyn Carlson’s sister, as she has received treatment for lung
cancer.

Prayers of healing for Dennis McCarty recovering at home.

Prayers of healing for Bob Underhill, Sue Hesse’s bother in law, receiving medical treatment for
brain lesions.

Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as he continues to manage his health.

Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz as he receives treatment for cancer.
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IMPORTANT POSTISIONS AT BETHEL

Housed Great Falls 10 @JEML

Cold Weather Drop In The nominating committee is offering

Volunteers Needed opportunities to take part in our church

Housed Great Falls opens a Cold- leadership.
Weather Drop In located at First
United Methodist Church, 610 2nd
Ave N . If you would like to help,
please see the sign up link below.
They are looking for people to stay

We have 3 openings for church council, 2
positions for representatives for the 2026
Synod Assembly, and 2 to be our FLBC
representatives for 2026.

at the Drop In as well as prepare For Church Council, we are looking for
meals. Open Friday through Sunday. one adult, one young adult and one
Other days other days is dependent confirmed youth to be elected during
on how the weather looks. the annual meeting in late January for a
For more information, click the link 3-year term each.

below or contact
Morgan Yegerlehner,
housedgreatfallsmt@gmail.com

If you would like to know more about any
of these positions, please contact any

member of our committee:
Volunteer Signup Laurie Turner 406-899-4903
Jeanne Rankin 406- 465-5142
Pat Ryan 406-249-7583
Rebekah French 406-403-6293

ELCA

GOoD Christmas Gwmg

Our Good Gifts Giving Tree is filled with meaningful ways to bless those in need—
both close to home and across the globe. You can give a goat or a pig, provide baby
chicks, support a child’s education, offer clean water, and so much more.

Stop by the giving tree in the narthex or explore the ELCA Good Gifts Catalog to
choose a gift of hope that will truly make a difference.

How it works:
1.Pick as many ornaments from the tree as you’d like.
2.Add up the total cost of the ornaments you chose and give that amount by
check or cash.
3. Write on the giving envelope (or on your check) which items you are
purchasing for Good Gifts (ex: goat, baby chicks, Bibles).
4. For the ornaments, you may:
o Take them home to hang on your tree, or
o Turn them in with your name so we can display them in the narthex, or
o Return them with your donation so they may be reused.

If you would like to pay by credit card, go to bethelmt.org, click online giving, donation, and
Good Gifts. You may enter the total amount and note what you are giving in the “Notes” box. page 4
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Bethel will host a donation site
Nov 30 - Jan 11 for Helping Hands to

provide much needed items:

e Gently used, new or thrifted cold weather
gear - mittens, hats, scarves, coats, boots,
etc of all sizes and genders

* Sleeping bags and warm blankets

* Men's clothing and shoes (No women's or
children's clothing being accepted at this
time)

| \\BIBLE CAMP

You are cordially invited to the Installation of

QWW me American Red Cross Blood Donation:
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I . .

as thie Excautive Direotsy of I - Wednescjay, Dec 17, Great Falls Clinic

Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp 1 Blood Drive, 1400 29th Street South

I « Anyone interested in donating blood and

| meeting for lunch or coffee on that day,

I please go to redcrossblood.com to sign up.

I Try to select a time between 10:00 and 11:15

: AM. Slots fill up early, so don't delay! We

I can plan an outing for those interested

I when donation times have been

I determined. If you need assistance signing

I up, or would like to coordinate for lunch or

1 coffee, please contact Tammy Good at 406-

1 590-1761.

|

January 10, 2026
2:00pm
New Hope Lutheran Church

3125 5" Ave South
Great Falls, MT

— 0 R

Clergy are encouraged to attend (no vestments).
New FLBC Board Members will be installed and
FLBC Staff will be recognized. A brief reception will follow.

L. L T— YOU ARE INVITED!!
+ e, Hope Circle

Christmas Party

SATURDAY DECEMBER 12" 6:00 PM
Celebrate Christmas with Huckleberry (lcademy at ~ JOIN THE LADIES OF HOPE CIRCLE—BRING YOUR SPOUSE, A FRIEND, OR
the Big Sky Deli Christmas Village! Oux live MNativity  sIMPLY COME AS YOU ARE! WE'LL ENJOY A COZY EVENING TOGETHER

will feature our students and animals in full costume  piyyEp WITH LAUGHTER, COMMUNITY, AND CHRISTMAS CHEER.
as they xelive the Nativity. Walk through the WHAT T0 BRING:

Christmas story as it may have happened, from Caesax o AN APPETIZER TO SHARE
(ugustus to the discovery of the shepherds and magi
A BEVERAGE OF YOUR CHOICE (WINE IS WELCOME!)

at the manger.
Featuting our sheep, donkeys, and alpacas (standing * AN ORNAMENT FOR OUR PLAYFUL EXCHANGE

in for the camels), you'll get a chance to pet and feed TRADITION CONTINUES!

the animals throughout the evening. THE LADIES EXCHANGE A LOVELY ORNAMENT, AND THE MEN BRING A
We will have a full live Nativity on NAUGHTY/UGLY ONE FOR FUN. IF YOUR FELLOW IS STRUGGLING TO FIND
Friday, December 12 and a petting zoo only on SOMETHING WONDERFULLY TACKY, DON'T WORRY—TERRY KORPELA HAS
Satwiday, December 13. NEARLY 40 YEARS OF UGLY ORNAMENTS READY TO BE RE-GIFTED!

We will have hot chocolate, baked goods, and items THIS GATHERING IS ALWAYS A HIGHLIGHT OF THE SEASON. A HEARTFELT

L made by ou 5?"‘1““’“’ fox “fl"“ , THANK YOU TO JIM AND MARILYN CARLSON FOR OPENING THEIR HOME TO
Don't miss out ontthis unique event this Christmas! US ONCE AGAIN

Big Sky Bakery & Deli ® 320 HiyLANDE DRIVE
190 Hwy 89 WISHING YOU ALL THE JOY AND WARMTH OF THE CHRISTMAS SEASON
Vaughn MT
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THIS WEEK'S GOSPEL MESSAGE
Keep Watching

There’s nothing quite like the first smell of springtime flowers

emerging from the earth. The sensory explosion often catches us
by surprise, reminding us that new life is surely coming soon,
even though the world still seems to be slumbering and the buds

we watch impatiently refuse to open. This third Sunday of Advent

lifts the church and stirs our senses as we receive word, along
with John the Baptizer, that Jesus is indeed the one we’ve been waiting for, the one who will

turn buds into blooms. This is good news!

We might wonder, however, why we are hearing this news from John’s perspective, out of
all the voices in the growing community of Jesus-followers. Can we trust his word? After all,
John is sitting behind bars at this time, caught in the gears of the world’s injustice. John’s
unjust imprisonment reminds us that working for justice in the world can cause conflict
with those in power. But while the world imprisons the innocent and strains to protect the
corrupt and cruel, God sees such injustices and works to undo their power. This, too, is

good news!

This third Sunday of Advent is sometimes called Gaudete, meaning “Rejoice.” Cultivating joy
amid the brokenness seen in the world is difficult, but God brings new beginnings where
we have known only endings. New tendrils of life are emerging! Something new is coming!

Let’s share the good news as we wait and keep watch together.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

We are hoping to include some brass musicin one or more services
during advent. Let Dave Scholten know if you are available and
interested in any of the following dates.

Sunday December 14 and/or 21 @ 9:30 am
Wednesday December 24 @ 4:00 pm and/or 8:00 pm
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Name him Jesus

Matthew 1:18-25

Joseph was chosen by God to be Jesus' earthly father When he
heard Mary would soon have a baby Joseph became worried. Then

Joseph had a dream. An angel came to him and said, "Do not be

afraid.”

Look for the underlined letters in the story above. Every time you see an underlined letter in the story, cross
out that letter in the puzzle below. The first one is done for you. Draw a circle around the letters that are left
to read the rest of the angel’s message to Joseph. Write the message here:
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LPDEGRFZYVCDWL
& “ o "*{}w‘
Share the good news

John the baptizer was called an evangelist, someone
who tells the good news about Jesus.

I

ﬂ\, Follow the evergreen branches
with only three needles from
the base of the tree to the

top. Draw a star and
remember the light that
Jesus brings to us all.

Draw a picture of yourself and a friend. Add words
to the speech bubbles that show ways you can be
a “good news bearer.”

We use many names for Jesus. Each name has a
special meaning. Emmanuel means “God with us.”
God is with us in Jesus.
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Find a place for each of Jesus' names in the puzzle
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CHURCH CALENDAR

This Week Next Week

Sunday 12/14 Su_nday.1_2.2u |
*Worship in person and online 9:30 am ;ch;rshllenzzerson and online 9:30 am
*World Hunger Sunday MV_'L :

Adult F The Ch S Sinth «No Jeremiah Bible Study
+« Adu o.rum e Chosen Season 5 in the Tuesday 12/23
Fellowship Hall 11:00 am + Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00
Monday 12/15 am
» No Jeremiah Bible Study « Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am
Tuesday 12/16 Wednesday 12/24

«Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00 ameNo LOGOs Youth Ministry
«Men’s Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am <Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship in the

Wednesday 12/17 sanctuary 4:00 pm
«LOGOs Youth Ministry 5:30 pm «Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship in the
«NO HS LOGOs sanctuary 8:00 pm
Thursday 12/18 —T’\Il'lu;sday_L'lzh zBs'bl i
+ No Jeremiah Bible Study "o erem!a De SHuey .

. sMerry Christmas! The Bethel Office is closed
Friday 12/19

Friday 12/26
« Bethel Office closed

*Zoom option available, please email the Bethel Office at bethelgf.church@gmail.com to receive a link.

R e

Fellowship Ministries

Electric City Bible Study online
What a great way to connect with one another! Join our bible study via Zoom, Tuesday mornings
at 7:00 am. Contact Terry Korpela at terry.korpela@gmail.com for a link to join the meeting.

«Bethel Office closed

Men’'s Breakfast

Join us for a fun and engaging conversation, and insightful discussion of each week’s lectionary
texts as we meet in the Fellowship Hall Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am. Contact Dave Scholten at
dscholten1118@gmail.com for more information.

Hope Circle

This group meets once a month usually on Tuesday or Thursday afternoons. Bible study and
fellowship are celebrated with this group of ladies. Contact Terry Korpela to be on the group
email for meetings and prayer requests terry.korpela@gmail.com.

(406) 761-1543 ext. 202

CONTACT PASTOR DAWN bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com page 8


mailto:dscholten1118@gmail.com

