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As we gather for worship and prepare our hearts we would ask that you please 
silence your cell phones for the duration of the service.

INTRODUCTION
Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples 
quarrel over which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way 
to be great is to serve. Then, to make it concrete, he puts in front of 
them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome the children 
God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, and 
to give them a place of honor in the assembly.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING SONG
ELW 575 In Christ Called to Baptize (V1&2)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose teaching is life,
whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an 
open heart.

Silence is kept for reflection.
God our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.
Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help.
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen.



All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.     
Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.

KYRIE
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, Have mercy; have mercy, O Lord.
(ELW 154)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God, 
our teacher and guide, 
you draw us to yourself 
and welcome us as beloved children. 
Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, 
that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and 
understanding as servants of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.     Amen.

FIRST READING:   JEREMIAH 11:18-20
Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, 
who announced God’s word to Judah but was met with intense 
opposition and persecution. Jeremiah continues to trust in God in 
the midst of his suffering.
It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew;
then you showed me their evil deeds.
But I was like a gentle lamb



led to the slaughter.
And I did not know it was against me
that they devised schemes, saying,
 Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
let us cut him off from the land of the living,
so that his name will no longer be remembered!”
But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously,
who try the heart and the mind,
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 54
Save me, O God, by your name;
in your might, defend my cause.
Hear my prayer, O God;
give ear to the words of my mouth.
For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless 
have sought my life, those who have no regard for God.
Behold, God is my helper;
it is the Lord who sustains my life. 
Render evil to those who spy on me;
in your faithfulness, destroy them.
I will offer you a freewill sacrifice
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.
For you have rescued me from every trouble,
and my eye looks down on my enemies. 



SECOND READING:  JAMES  3:13--4:3, 7-8A
The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of 
living to satisfy our own wants and desires, we manifest this 
wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward 
others.
Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good 
life that your works are done with gentleness born of 
wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 
hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom 
does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, 
devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will 
also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, 
full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or 
hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for 
those who make peace.
Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come 
from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within 
you? You want something and do not have it; so you commit 
murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you 
engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you 
do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your 
pleasures. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw 
near to you.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Dakota Road: Open My Heart to Your Love
Open my hear to your love, oh God.
Open my eyes to your grace.
Open my life to receive your word.
Let wisdom and courage to follow your way.
The holy gospel according to Mark the ninth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: MARK 9:30-37
Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church 
whenever it is seduced by the world’s definition of greatness: 
prestige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to such a 
concern for greatness is servanthood.
[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. 
He did not want anyone to know it;for he was teaching his 
disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into 
human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being 
killed, he will rise again.” But they did not understand what he 
was saying and were afraid to ask him.
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house 
he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” But 
they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one 
another who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, 
and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all 
and servant of all.” Then he took a little child and put it among 
them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever 
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and 



whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent 
me.”
The gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND SERMON
Rev. Jessie Obrecht

HYMN OF THE DAY
ELW 781 Children of the Heavenly Father

PROFESSION OF FAITH
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
OFFERING

We are so very blessed with the continued support of this 
congregation during this time of physical distancing.  For those 
who are gathering in worship today, the offering plate is placed 
on the table as you entered.  For those who are joining us from 
home, you are encouraged to mail in your pledge to the church, 
to give on-line, if you aren’t already, or to give through an 
arrangement you can set up through your bank.  Thank you for 
your faithful support.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. God of abundance,
you cause streams to break forth in the desert
and manna to rain from the heavens.
Accept the gifts you have first given us.
Unite them with the offering of our lives
to nourish the world you love so dearly;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you.
My heart is glad to say these words:
You are holy, God.
(W&P 62) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus first 
taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.     Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who hunger and thirst, come.

The table is ready.
The Lord’s Table is open to believers of all Christian traditions. We 
believe that Christ comes to us in the bread and cup for the forgiveness 
of sins and new life. Today we will be coming forward for communion.  
The usher will help guide you.  Please keep the six foot physical 
distancing in mind as we move forward.  We will begin with the south 
side of the sanctuary.  Families may come up together.  Use the hand 
sanitizer provided.  The you may choose to have the bread put in your 
hands by Pastor or take one of the covered cups with bread, gluten free 
wafers are marked with a “GF”.  A garbage is by the table for you to 
drop the cup and lid into.  The table also has the wine and white grape 
juice offered.  You may choose from the unlidded cups in the tray or a 
lidded option.  A garbage is available for your use.  Hand sanitizer is 
provided should you desire to use it.



COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
BOB 46 Do This In Remembrance of Me (2x)
BOB 41 Come to the Table (2x)
BOB 243 You Are My All in All 
BOB 65 Give Thanks (2x)
BOB 55 Feed My Lambs 

COMMUNION BLESSING
Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.      Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray, Lord of life,
in the gift of your body and blood
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,
bearing witness to the abundance of your love
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
People of God,
you are Christ’s body,
bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN
W&P 74 I Will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.
And all God’s children said:
Amen.

SERVING TODAY
Accompanist Mary Seim, piano; Pastor Steve Nelson, guitar
Lay Assistant Sandy Pepos
Usher Tim and Johnna Lightbourne
Tech Adam Elkin
Counters Pam Dougherty and Greg Grosenick
Flowers are given by the Grosenick Family in celebration of 
Thelma Seyfert, and Pam and Tyler Grosenick’s birthdays.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today at Bethel we celebrate 17th Sunday after Pentecost. 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall immediately following our worship 
service today for information about our new database and how to 
connect to your account information.  

THIS WEEK 
Tuesday 9/21
• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00 am
• Men’s Breakfast combined Zoom and in the Fellowship Hall 
7:00 am

Wednesday 9/22
• Bible Study with Pastor Jessie in Fellowship Hall and on Zoom 
10:00 am

• Logos 5:30 pm; High School Logos 6:30 pm



Thursday 9/23
• Hope Circle on Zoom 7:00 pm (rescheduled from 9/16)
Friday 9/24
• Bethel office is closed.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday 9/26
• Sunday Worship in-person and live stream 9:30 am. 
• Adult Education with Pastor Jessie immediately following 
worship in the Fellowship Hall

Tuesday 9/28
• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00 am
• Men’s Breakfast combined Zoom and in the Fellowship Hall 
7:00 am

Wednesday 9/29
• Bible Study with Pastor Jessie in Fellowship Hall and on Zoom 
10:00 am

• Logos 5:30 pm; High School Logos 6:30 pm
Friday 10/1
• Bethel office is closed.
• Aitz Chaim Shabbat service 6:00 pm
Saturday 10/2
• Close Knit meets in the Fellowship Hall 9:00 am
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