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As we gather for worship and prepare our hearts we would ask that 
you please silence your cell phones for the duration of the service.

INTRODUCTION
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in 
the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of 
John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus 
breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus 
offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened 
individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, 
forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in need.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING SONG
ELW 532 Gather Us In (Here In This Place) [vs 1&2]

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.



Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.
Amen.

GREETING
The grace of God in Christ Jesus, poured out in every gift of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

And also with you.
KYRIE

Refrain: 
Kyrie Eleison on our world and on our way. 
Kyrie Eleison ev’ryday.
For peace in the world, 
for the health of the church, 
for the unity of all. 
For this holy house, 
for all who worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord! 
Let us pray to the Lord! [R]
For your spirit to guide, 
that you center our lives in the water and the word; 
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 



let us pray to the Lord! 
Let us pray to the Lord! [R]

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.  Almighty God, 
with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. 
By the grace of Christ among us, 
enable us to show the power of the resurrection 
in all that we say and do, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.     Amen.

FIRST READING: ACTS 4:32-35
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of 
Jesus, the early Christian community shared what they owned or 
sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in 
need.
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart 
and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any 
possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as 
many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and 
it was distributed to each as any had need.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.



PSALM 133
How good and how pleasant it is,
when kindred live together in unity!
It is like fine oil upon the head, 
flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, 
flowing down upon the collar of his robe. 
It is like the dew of Hermon 
flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the Lord has commanded 
the blessing: life forevermore. 

SECOND READING: 1 JOHN 1:1--2:2
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of 
God is light, but our confessed reality has been sin. God 
cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that 
we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light.
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have 
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked 
at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—this 
life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and 
declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was 
revealed to us—we declare to you what we have seen and heard 
so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We 
are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we 



say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the 
light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all 
sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and 
just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make 
him a liar, and his word is not in us.
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 
may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of 
the whole world.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, Alleluia, I am the light of the world.
Alleluia, Alleluia, I am the light of the world.
Those who follow me will not walk in darkness. 
Those who follow me will have the light of life.
Alleluia, Alleluia, I am the light of the world.
Alleluia, Alleluia, I am the light of the world.

The holy gospel according to John the twelfth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.



GOSPEL:  JOHN 20:19-31
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his 
disciples. His words to Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust 
themselves in faith to the risen Lord.
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.”
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, 
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus 
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.”



  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written 
so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 
name.
The gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Dave Scholten, L.P.A.
HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 838 Beautiful Savior [vs 1&4]
PROFESSION OF FAITH

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,



the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Lord in your mercy. Hear our Prayer. 

THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
WORLD HUNGER PRAYER

Let us pray.  Lord God, 
we pray for everyone who is hungry today - 
whether they live thousands of miles away 
or in our local communities.  
We ask for wisdom for leaders and experts, 
that they be willing and able 
to work towards ending food insecurity 
and that we as individuals be guided 
to share our resources and support those efforts.  Amen.

OFFERING
We are so very blessed with the continued support of this 
congregation during this time of physical distancing.  For those 
who are gathering in worship today, the offering plate is placed 
on the table as you entered.  For those who are joining us from 
home, you are encouraged to mail in your pledge to the church, 
to give on-line, if you aren’t already, or to give through an 
arrangement you can set up through your bank.  Thank you for 
your faithful support.



OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. God of love,
you call us beloved children 
and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us 
in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, 
Jesus Christ.     Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.     Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ invites us to this table.

Come, eat and be satisfied.
The Lord’s Table is open to believers of all Christian traditions. We 
believe that Christ comes to us in the bread and cup for the forgiveness 
of sins and new life. Today we will be coming forward for communion.  
The ushers will help guide you.  Please keep the six foot physical 
distancing in mind as we move forward.  We will begin with the south 
side of the sanctuary.  Families may come up together.  Remove your 
mask and use the hand sanitizer provided.  The table will have covered 
cups with bread, gluten free wafers are marked with a “GF”.  You may 
then remove the lid and take the bread/wafer. A garbage is by the table 
for you to drop the cup and lid into.  The table also has the wine and 
white grape juice offered.  You may remove the lid and repeat as you 
did with the bread.  A garbage is available for your use.  You may then 
reattach your mask and use the hand sanitizer provided.



COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace, now, and unto life eternal, in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray, Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN
ELW 367 Now All the Vault [vs 1&4]

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



SERVING TODAY

Accompanist Lynn Ryan, piano; Pastor Steve Nelson, guitar
Lay Assistant Judy Statham
Usher Sue Hesse
Tech Adam Elkin
Counters Pam Dougherty
Flowers are given by Mathias and Karolina Pepos in celebration 
of their mother, Sandy’s birthday.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today at Bethel we celebrate the Second Sunday of Easter.
We welcome and thank Dave Scholten today for preaching and 
presiding in worship.  Pastor Trina will be back next week.
We lift up ELCA World Hunger, an additional offering is 
accepted in the wicker basket as you enter the church.
We will be holding a special congregational meeting on 
Sunday, April 25 at 10:30, after the service. The purpose of this 
meeting is to receive information from the Call Committee and 
vote on our new pastor. This meeting will be in-person and on 
Zoom. Information on how to join via Zoom will be in upcoming 
Bethel Notes. Please plan to join us for this exciting time in the 
life of our church!

THIS WEEK 
Tuesday 4/13
• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00 am 
• Men’s Breakfast, via Zoom 7:00 am.



Wednesday 4/14
• Bible Study with Pastor Trina Zoom meeting at 10:00 am
• Confirmation on Zoom 6:30 pm.
• HS Logos meets in the Fellowship Hall 6:30 pm
Thursday 4/15
• Hope Circle via Zoom 7:00 pm
Friday 4/16
• Bethel office is closed.
Saturday 4/17
• Close Knit meets in the Fellowship Hall 9:00 am.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday 4/18
• Sunday Worship in-person and live stream 9:30 am
Tuesday 4/20
• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00 am 
• Men’s Breakfast, via Zoom 7:00 am.
• Council meeting via Zoom 6:30 pm.
Wednesday 4/21
• Bible Study with Pastor Trina Zoom meeting at 10:00 am
• Confirmation on Zoom 6:30 pm.
• HS Logos meets in the Fellowship Hall 6:30 pm
Thursday 4/22
• Earth Day!
• Bible Study with Pastor Trina Zoom meeting at 7:00 pm
Friday 4/23
• Bethel office is closed.
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