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Large print bulletins are available, please see the ushers for a copy. 

As we gather for worship and prepare our hearts, we would ask that you please 
silence your cell phones for the duration of the service. 

INTRODUCTION 
Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the 
baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, 
Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of 
the LORD of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing 
of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and 
assist all people in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.” 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GATHERING SONG 
LH 535  Messiah  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen. 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ your sins are forgiven. 

You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 



God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE 
Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a 
shoot from the stump of Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, 
who will deliver the needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand 
as a signal of hope for all people. 

As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of 
repentance, transform our hearts to live in justice and harmony 
with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, JUesus 
Christ, the hope of all nations. 

O people of hope, come, let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the 
Lord.  Amen. 

Light the first and second candles, and sing: 

Light the candle as a symbol of the Light that leads the way;  
for each candle is a symbol of the hope that’s ours today.  
As we strike the match and light the wick,  
Come Spirit, shine bright.  
Grant that all may see from the darkness Your Gift,  
Your Truth, Your light. 
(BOB 146) 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

KYRIE 
Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison,  
Kyrie eleison, eleison, eleison. 
(Haugen) 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

WOV 638 Holy Child Within the Manger [vs 1] 

Holy Child within the manger, long ago yet ever near; 
Come as friend to ev’ry stranger, come as hope for ev’ry fear 
As you lived to heal the broken,  
greet the outcast, free the bound, 
As you taught us love unspoken,  



teach us now where you are found. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God,  
to prepare the way of your only Son.  
By his coming give to all the people  
of the world knowledge of your salvation;  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

JUBILATE CHOIR 

FIRST READING: MALACHI 3:1-4 
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi 
(his name means “my messenger”) will prepare the way for the 
coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as 
silver and gold are refined. 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, 
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 
The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he 
is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of 
his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as 
a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants 
of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present 
offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old 
and as in former years. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: LUKE 1:68-79 

Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 
you have come to your people and set them free. 
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
born of the house of your servant David.  



Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from 
our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us, 
to show mercy to our forebears, 
and to remember your holy covenant. 
This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
free to worship you without fear, holy and righteous before 
you, all the days of our life.  
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 
to give God’s people knowledge of salvation by the 
forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad-ow 
of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

SECOND READING:  PHILIPPIANS 1:3-11 
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes 
in this letter about his joy to be in partnership with the Christians 
of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern 
preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in 
love and knowledge. 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying 
with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your 
sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of 
this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it 
to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think 
this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for 
all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment 
and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my 
witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ 
Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more 
and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine 
what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
ELW 715  Christ, Be Our Light [vs 1] 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
Light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church 
Gathered today. 

The holy gospel according to Luke the third chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: LUKE 3:1-6 
John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by 
“repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful 
record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and 
religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord. 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John 
son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth; 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

The gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND SERMON 
Pastor Jessie Obrecht 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
ELW 239  Hark The Glad Sound [vs 1,3,4] 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

OFFERING 
We are so very blessed with the continued support of this 
congregation during this time of physical distancing.  For those 



who are gathering in worship today, the offering plate is placed on 
the table as you entered. For those who are joining us from home, 
you are encouraged to mail in your pledge to the church, to give 
on-line, if you aren’t already, or to give through an arrangement 
you can set up through your bank.  Thank you for your faithful 
support. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,…and join their unending 
hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity. 
(ELW 413) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus first 
taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 



 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.     
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
Come to Christ’s banquet. 

Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

The Lord’s Table is open to believers of all Christian traditions. We believe that Christ comes to us 
in the bread and cup for the forgiveness of sins and new life. Today we will be coming forward for 
communion.  The usher will help guide you.  Please keep the six-foot physical distancing in mind as 
we move forward.  We will begin with the south side of the sanctuary.  Families may come up 
together.  Use the hand sanitizer provided.  The you may choose to have the bread put in your 
hands by Pastor or take one of the covered cups with bread, gluten free wafers are marked with a 
“GF”.  A garbage is by the table for you to drop the cup and lid into.  The table also has the wine 
and white grape juice offered.  You may choose from the unlidded cups in the tray or a lidded 
option.  A garbage is available for your use.  Hand sanitizer is provided should you desire to use it. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  
ELW 461 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 

ELW 466 In the Singing 

ELW 474 Bread of Life from Heaven 

ELW 826 Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you in God’s grace.      Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray, Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power,  
form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.     Amen. 
 



3RD AND 4TH GRADE BIBLES 
 

BENEDICTION 
The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 

SENDING HYMN 
ELW 257 O Come, O Come Emmanuel [vs 1,6] 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 

And all God’s children said:   
Amen. 

SERVING TODAY 
SERVING THIS SUNDAY 

Accompanists Connie Titcomb, piano;  

   Pastor Steve Nelson, guitar 

Lay Assistants Kendall Ryan and Sue Hesse 

Readers  Jack Pinski, Ethan Kupfner, Tesher Johnson,  

Addi Carlson, Hailey Marr, Taylah Jaques,  

Austin Kupfner, Mac Carlson, Emmerson  

Hamma, Tyler Grosenick, Kari Ryan and Kian  

Ryan   

Acolytes  Emma Shimerdla and Jeremiah Mueller 

Ushers  Isabelle Grosenick and Oliva Violett  

Tech   Adam Elkin 

Children’s Church Julia Elkin and Ava Fossen 

Counters  Stephanie Cummings and Laurie Turner 

  

Flowers are given by Don and Kathi Bisgard in memory of their 

parents Rose and Herb Bisgard and Mildred and Manford Stee. 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Today at Bethel we celebrate Second Sunday of Advent. 

We would like to thank all of our Logos’ Youth who are helping 
with worship today! 

Please enjoy the sweet sounds of the Jubilate Choir led by Jeff 
Skogley. 

THIS WEEK  
Tuesday 12/7 
• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00 am 
• Men’s Breakfast Zoom & in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am 
Wednesday 12/8 
• Bible Study with Pastor Jessie on Zoom 10:00 am 
• Logos 5:30 pm; HS Logos 6:30 pm 
Thursday 12/9 
• Church Council Exec Board Zoom meeting 5:30 pm 
Friday 12/10 
• Bethel office is closed. 
• HS Logos Lock-In 7:00 pm to Saturday 9:00 am  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday 12/12 
• Worship led by Pastor Jessie in-person and live stream 9:30 am.  
• Adult Education with Pastor Jessie, Advent Wreaths 

immediately following worship in the Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday 12/14 
• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meeting 7:00 am 
• Men’s Breakfast Zoom & in the Fellowship Hall 7:00 am 
• Church Council meeting on Zoom 6:30 pm 
Wednesday 12/15 
• Bible Study with Pastor Jessie on Zoom 10:00 am 
• Logos Christmas Party 5:30 pm; HS Logos Service Project 6:30 pm 

Friday 12/17 
• Bethel office is closed. 
Saturday 12/18 
• Close Knit meets in the Fellowship Hall 9:00 am 
• Christmas Program rehearsal 10:00 am to Noon. 
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