
 

Bethel Lutheran Church    1009 18th Ave SW   Great Falls, MT 59404     (406)761-1543     www.bethelmt.org     bethelgf.church@gmal.com                  Page 1 

THIS SUNDAY AT BETHEL... 

we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Easter. 

We welcome Jim Carlson preaching and presiding in worship today.  

Jim has been authorized by the Bishop of the Montana Synod to pro-

vide pastoral services in this congregation this Sunday. 

Thank you to Jeff Skogley and the Jubilate Choir for adding a 

beautiful anthem to this Sunday’s service. 

Next Sunday we celebrate Affirmation of Baptism with our 7 con-

firmands.  Join us after worship for a reception in celebration of this 

wonderful youths. 
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Serving This Sunday 

Musicians: 

Lynn Ryan, Piano,  

    Mac Carlson, violin 

Lay Assistant: 

Sue Hesse 

Usher: 

Laurie Turner 

Tech:  

Adam Elkin 

Children’s Church: 

 TBD 

Counters:  

 Patty Braget 

Laurie Turner 

Hospitality:  

 Terry Korpela 

Sunday, April 30, 2023 

Fourth Sunday in Easter  
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” 
Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel. 
The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He 
anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still 
waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast 
before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth 
to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender 
care to all creation. 

 

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47 

Psalm 23 

Second Reading: 2 Peter 2:19-25 

Gospel: John 10:1-10 

 

Join us Sunday 9:30  AM  

in person or online at 

bethelmt.org 
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 Prayers of celebration for LaRae Ve-

itch as she prepares for retirement the 

end of this month. 

 Prayers of peace for the People of 

Sudan and an end to the fighting. 

 Prayers of healing for Sam Salois, 

friend of Jack Pinski, recovering from a 

car accident. 

 Prayers of healing and guidance for 

Janet Hussli, Greg Grosenick’s aunt, 

has been diagnosed with stage 4 met-

astatic cancer. 

 Prayers of support for Don and Kathi 

Bisgard as they manage medical care 

for Don. 

 Prayers of healing for Dick Seim who 

is at home, regaining strength. 

 Prayers of healing for Cindy Doughty, 

Patty Braget’s sister, as she manages 

ALS. 

 Prayers of healing for Pastor Trina 

Johnsten who continues treatment as 

she manages an illness. 

 Prayers of support for Caleb Pottratz 

who is struggling with depression. 

 Prayers of healing for Lynn Klaasen, 

sister of Jan Robitaille, receiving treat-

ment for cancer. 

 Prayers of healing for Lindy Coon, 

sister of former Bethel member Laura 

(Wandke) Overturf, as she continues 

to slowly make progress as she recov-

ers at home from a serious injury after 

a fall. 

 Prayers of healing for Abby Bisgard-

Clegg, daughter of Don and Kathi Bis-

gard, continues to manage health is-

sues, but feeling and doing very well. 

 Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic as 

he continues to manage his health.  

 Prayers of healing for Linda O’Con-

nor, friend of LaRae Veitch, as she un-

dergoes treatment for breast cancer. 

 Prayers of healing for Travis Cush-

man as he continues treatment for 

cancer. 

 Prayers of strength in leadership for   

Gustavo Driau, Regional Representa-

tive of South America. 

 Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz as 

he continues cancer treatment. 

 

Requesting Your Prayers 
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Spring Cleanup 
April 29  

 10 am -12 pm 
 All are welcome, bring gloves 
and equipment if you have 
them.    

We will be focusing on the 
flowers beds, gutter clean out, 
and general debris around the 
building. 

Sunday, May 7th 

9:30 am 

Join us after worship in the Fel-

lowship Hall for a reception in 

celebration of our confirmands. 
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A Heartfelt Thank You from Colleen Walker-Nelson 
Dear Bethel family, 

    “ Thank you so much for your prayers, cards, and well wishes for both my recovery from a broken 

leg (Nov. 12 ‘22) and my brother, Bob, Walker’s, illness and ultimate death on February 27 ‘23. I will 

miss him greatly. 

      It seems that it has been a long winter, but two surgeries, and almost 6 months later I am well on 

the way. I am so thankful for the healing God has given me and to be able to walk again and I will 

continue to full recovery in time. 

        Thanks be to God and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who  is with us every day no matter 

what our  circumstances, and gives us hope not only in this life, but also in the next. 

 

       “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy, we have been 

born anew to a living hope, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and to an inher-

itance, which is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power 

are guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this, you rejoice, 

though now for a little while you may have to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your 

faith, more precious than gold, which, though perishable is tested by fire, may rebound to praise and 

glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Without having seen him you love him; though you 

do not now see him you believe in him, and rejoice with an a terrible and exalted joy. As the out-

come of your faith, you obtain the salvation of your souls.” 1st Peter 1:3-9. 

Early Risers  - HOPE 

Early Risers is a non-denominational annual gathering to glorify God, inspire Christian fel-

lowship and bring awareness to a non-profit charity. 

“Hope is an Anchor for the Soul” Hebrews 6:19 

May 4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th   

7:00 am to 8:15 am  (doors open for breakfast at 6:30 am) 

First Presbyterian Social Hall  

1315 Central Avenue Great Falls , 

Call to register 406-453-1411 

Service Project this year is Young Life. 

Speakers: 

May 4th—Lucas Cyr, Calvary Chapel 

May 11th—Lt. Governor Kristen Juras 

May 18th—Austin Collins, Youth Directory Victory Christian Church 

May 25th—Bill Shirley, Youth Leader, New City Church 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

April 30, 2023,  

Fourth Sunday in Easter 

Tables Spread for Life Abundant 

Sometimes a table is spread in a generous fashion but still feels impersonal, like the buffet at a big 

conference. You can fill your plate as many times as you want, but that doesn’t change the fact that 

you’re wearing a printed name tag because no one in the room actually knows your name. 

And sometimes a table spread seems meager because it’s the end of the month or you didn’t have 

time to make it to the store, but you’re with friends who feel like family, so no one is worried about 

how simple the meal is. 

Today we have the best of both worlds. We have abundance to the point of extravagance, and we 

have a God who knew our names even before we were born. We have a table heaped with grace 

upon grace and our heads anointed with oil, and we have a God whose voice we recognize as soon 

as we hear our names spoken aloud. All our beloveds have been invited, and every last one of us 

has a name card in front of our plates, handwritten in our favorite color, no doubt. Today we’re re-

minded that even when the world feels like a wreck, God shows up with abundance, inviting us by 

name. 

Where have you noticed this lately? Where have you noticed goodness and mercy following you 

around? Where have you noticed evidence that God wants you to experience life? In the feisty 

weeds poking up through the cracks in the sidewalks? In the hope of the students who are so close 

to summer break they can taste it? In the bright sunshine breaking through the clouds not thirty sec-

onds after the thunder stops? In the youngest members of your worshiping community, skipping for-

ward with their hands outstretched for bread and blessing? 

It’s there, this evidence of God’s life abundant. Go looking for it. Go looking to remind someone 

else. It’s way too good to miss. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Congratulations to Nicole Frieling, 

Montana  Apothecary and Com-

pounding for being an Aspire Award 

winner.  The Fire Within celebrate 

women entrepreneurs in Great Falls. 

Calling All Bell Ringers! 

The Bethel Bell Choir will be playing Sun-

day, May 14th.  Rehearsal will be Saturday, 

May 13th from 10 am to Noon.   

If you would like to 

play in the Bell Choir 

that Sunday, email 

Sharon Mueller at 

oboeclar@gmail.com 

by Tuesday, May 9th 

mailto:oboeclar@gmail.com
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We are so blessed to have such a generous congregation!  I 

would like to extend a huge thank you to everyone that made 

our luncheon at child protective services such a huge suc-

cess. Thank you to all the food that was donated. We were 

able to serve custom meat and cheese sandwiches, salad, 

chips, and some delicious desserts. Thank you also to our 

wonderful helpers that helped to prep, set up and clean up. 

We enjoyed spending our time there at the office and visiting 

with the staff. The staff was more than grateful to be served 

such a delicious lunch. The compliments were flowing! We 

had one supervisor come up and tell us how wonderful this 

luncheon was. She said that the staff very seldom get to sit 

down and enjoy their lunch together. So, it was nice to have 

them all together in one room. And she also said how nice it 

was for them just to be able to slow down. Most of them don't 

even take time for lunch or they grab something as they're 

running out the door. So once again, Bethel, you outdid your-

self! Thank you for sharing your kindness and your loving 

hearts with those around us. Your graciousness made a 

huge impact. 

~Patty Braget 

2023 Church Council (lt to rt) Jeanne Rankin, Sara Sexe, 
Kelsey Johnson, Shannon Marr, Patty Braget, Laurie 
Turner, Pastor Jessie Obrecht (not pictured Ava Fossen, 
Greg Grosenick and Kaleb Stringer.) 
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Just for YOUth 

Dear Lord,  
I know I belon to 
you. Help me to al-
ways hear you call-
ing me. Amen. 

This Week… 
Imagine being a farmer, rancher, or 

shepherd caring for your animals.  If 

you know  someone who cares for 

animals , draw a picture for them of 

Jesus, the good shepherd. 
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Fellowship Ministries 

Electric City Bible Study—online  
What a great way to connect with one another!  
Join our bible study via Zoom, Tuesday mornings 
at 7:00 am.  Contact Laurie Turner at 
lolli51gus@icloud.com for a link to join the 
meeting. 

 
Men’s Breakfast Meets in-person  
Join us for a fun and engaging conversation, and 
insightful discussion of each week’s lectionary 
texts as we meet in the Fellowship Hall Tuesday 
mornings at 7:00 am.  Contact Dave Scholten at 
dscholten@dlsconsulting.net for more infor-
mation. 

 
Hope Circle—in person  
This group meets once a month usually on 
Thursday evenings.  Bible study and fellowship 
are celebrated with this group of ladies.  Contact 
Terry Korpela to be on the group email for 
meetings and prayer requests 
terry.korpela@gmail.com.   

Next meeting:       
April 27th 7:00 pm at Laurie Turner’s. 
 
Weekly Text Study with Pastor Jessie-
online 
Wednesdays, 10:00 am via Zoom, Pastor Jessie 
will be leading discussion on the text readings 
for the upcoming Sunday.  Dig deeper in the in-
terpretation of the readings and discuss ways 
they give us guidance in our daily lives.  If you 
would like to join this meeting, email 
bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com to be added to the 
mailing list. 

Calendar of Events 
Tuesday 5/2 

• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meet-
ing 7:00 am 

• Men’s Breakfast Zoom & in the Fel-
lowship Hall 7:00 am 

Wednesday 5/3 

• Bible Study led by Udo Wozny on 
Zoom 10:00 am 

Thursday 5/4 

• Council Exec Board Zoom 5:30 pm 

Friday 5/5 

• Bethel office is closed 

• Aitz Chaim Friday worship 6:00 pm 

Upcoming Events 
• Sunday 5/7 

• Confirmation Sunday Worship led by 
Pastor Jessie in-person and live 
stream 9:30 am.  

• Reception for the confirmands in the 
Fellowship Hall following worship 

Tuesday 5/9 

• Electric City Bible Study, Zoom meet-
ing 7:00 am 

• Men’s Breakfast Zoom & in the Fel-
lowship Hall 7:00 am 

• Council meeting in the Fellowship 
Hall 6:30 pm 

Wednesday 5/10 

• Bible Study on Zoom 10:00 am 

Thursday 5/11 

• TLC Daycare Spring Concert 

Friday 5/12 

• Bethel office is closed. 

• TLC Daycare graduation 

Pastor Jessie Obrecht Contact information     Email: bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com     Phone: 406-761-1543 ext. 202 


