MAY 29, 2025 The Seventh Sunday after Easter

GOD'S WORK, OUR HANDS

BETHEL NOTES

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 9:30 AM IN PERSON OR ONLINE AT BETHELMT.ORG
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Prayers of healing for Dennis
McCarty recovering and
continueing to rehab after recent
hospitalization.

Prayers of healing and support for
Carol Ann, Marilyn Carlson’s sister,
as she has lung cancer and awaiting
treatment options.

Prayers of comfort for the family
and friends of Joe Baumgardner as
we mourn his passing.

Prayers of support for Cindy
Considine as she manages
progessed symptoms of Parkinsons.
Prayers for healing for Jeanne
Rankin after a heart procedure.
Prayers of healing for Connie Byers-
Smith, owner of Herman’s Flowers
as she recovers from a stroke.
Prayer of healing for Faith Crouch,
granddaughter of Bernice Johnson,
as she resolves migraine headaches.
Prayers of growth and strength for
Sutton Crawford, daughter of
Jimmy and Danielle, Patty Braget’s
daughter, in NICU due to premature
birth.

Prayers of healing for Ellen Stevens,
sister of Sue Hesse, recovers from
surgery.

Prayers of healing for Jasper, family
friend of Sara Graft, as he receives
treatment for aggressive cancer.

Prayers of healing for Marge
Johnston, Jenny Woods’ mother,
going through cancer treatment.
Prayers of healing for Bob
Underhill, Sue Hesse’s bother in
law, diagnosed with brain lesions
and determining treatment.
Prayers of healing for Sue Cassell,
friend of Sara Sexe, as she is
receiving treatments for cancer.
Gustavo Driau, as he continues to
recover after a long illness.
Prayers of healing for Alex Bostic
as he continues to manage his
health.

Prayers of healing for Ed Pottratz
as he continues cancer treatment.

o DO LIST

1. Spend time with Jesus

2. Let Him prioritize my day
Mafthewr 6:33.

3. Pray instead of worrying
Philippians 4:6.

4. Be honest about my sins-
James 4:10.

5. Think of others
Philippians 2:3-4.

6. Wait patiently for God te act
Psaim 27:14.

7. Be wrilling to do hard stuff
Mattheus 16:24.

8. Read God's Word
Psalm 119.9-16.

9. Do what it says
James 1:22

10. Let Christ lead me
Mattheus11:29.
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THIS WEEK'S GOSPEL MESSAGE

To Know God

After her very first day of Sunday school, a little girl went up to her
father, looked him directly in the eyes, and said, “I love you, Daddy,
because God loved me first.” She then declared boldly, “First Jesus,
four nineteen!” It took only a few seconds for her father to realize that
her Sunday school lesson for the day was based on 1 John 4:19, which
says, “We love because he first loved us.” Amazing, that already on her
first day of Sunday school this child of God had learned that love
comes first from Jesus and then is to be shared.

Once we understand the principle that we love because God loves us first, it is not difficult to
reach other related conclusions. We forgive because God has already forgiven us. We bless
because God has already blessed us. We walk with others because God walks with us. These
are bold statements of union with God.

Jesus, in today’s gospel reading, is not afraid to say that he and God are one. And more than
this, God’s intent is that each of us is to be one with God as well. To know God is to know love.
To know God is to know forgiveness. To know God is to know blessing.

What happens when we approach the altar on Sunday and receive the sacrament? When we
receive the bread and wine, we take in Jesus. In taking in Jesus, we become everything that
Jesus is. This is truly, albeit mysteriously, an embodied reality of union with God. What a gift!
It has always been God’s desire to be reconciled with us—for us to be in a relationship of
peace and wholeness through Jesus and to live the life of the Spirit by clearly sharing with
others everything we have come to know about the One who created us. In sharing love with
others, we then live a life that says “thank you” to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

COMMITTEE NEEDS YOU!

Bethel Lutheran Church seeks 5 passionate individuals for its
finance committee, which provides financial oversight and

v 4
guidance. Responsibilities include managing finance o
committees, help Council/Treasurer and finance committees 4 ; :: :
with financial decisions, and advising on financial matters. * 0000«
MNo advanced math skills are required. .::::::

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO VOLUNTEER,
EMAIL KELSEY JOHNSON, BETHEL COUNCIL TREASURER,
BETHELGF.COUNCIL.TREASURER@CMAILCOM
* 9000004
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Candleligh+ Vigil LFor Missing and
Murdered Indiﬂenous Women

Bethel Lutheran Church
(1009 18th Ave. Sw--behind
the Heritage Inn, Great Falls)
Thursday, May 29, 2025 7pm

In conjunction with the Montana Synod
Pcsose.mb'.y \

The Montana Synod is honoring Missing and
Murdered Indigenous People by having a vigil on
Thursday evening, May 29, at Bethel. You are
welcome to attend.

Nationally, May has been designated a month to
remember missing and murdered indigenous people.
In Montana there are currently 41 missing
Indigenous people. Indigenous women are 2.5 times
more likely to experience violent crimes and 2 times
more likely to experience rape or sexual assault than
other women. 40% of victims of sex trafficking are
identified as Indigenous women.

Please come and honor our neighbors.

MONTANA SYNOD ASSEMBLY

MAY 30-31, 2025

..Joseph Alen' Baumga.fdn'
Monday, June 2" 3:30 PM

Bethel Lutheran Church Great Falls MT
Reception in the Fellowship Hall after the service

JUNE 07, 2025

FREE 10.00AM TO 12.00PM

gNTRY

JOIN US FOR

TLC CENTER'S
40TH ANNIVERSARY

FESTIVAL!

BETHEL LUTHERN CHURCH
PARKING LOT
1009 18™ AVE SW

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!
FILLED WITH FUN, FAMILY-
FRIENDLY ACTIVTIES.

3

a

EARLY CHILDHOOD ADVOCATES ARE WELCOMED TO SET
UP A SPOT AT OUR EVENT!

PLEASE CONTACT 406-453-6670 FOR MORE INFORMATION
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A Note From Pastor Dawn

Summer Adult Forum

Thanks to those who have participated in the Invitational Christian book study
this spring! We have uncovered some wonderful things Bethel does to be
welcoming and some new things we can do to be invitational.

Worship and Music planning will happen after worship on 6/8 and the adult
forum will resume on 6/15.

What are your summer worship plans?

Some of you are traveling, some of you are
gone for the weekends, and some of you
like to sleep in! Maybe you just want to try

something new. Maybe you know someone
who hasn't loved our typical Sunday

morning worship and you'd like to invite Congratulations,
them to try something new. Sonja Baumgardner!
We're putting together a Wednesday We're thrilled to celebrate Sonja
evening worship for the summer that will Baumgardner as she completed
be pretty simple: music, scripture reading her GED this week!

with conversation, and prayer. Weather
permitting we will meet on the patio with
additional time for conversation afterward.
Bring a friend! Let's worship together!

The celebration will take place
at the Expo Park Pacific Steel
Building on
**Friday, May 30th at 4:00 PM**,
Wednesdays at 7pm, starting June 4th!

All are welcome! We are incredibly proud of you!

(this service will not be live streamed) K j
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VbS DAy CaM
JULY 14™ - 1™y,

| TO1:00 OM
GOD'S WORD COMES NEAR

“The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart.” —Romans 10:8

Pre K through 6™ Grades Junior Counselors NEEDED!
register online at bethelmt.org Grades 7t" and up
apply online bethelmt.org

quit Volunteers...HE| P,

ACalling all grown-ups! We need you for VBS! Vacation Bible School Day ®e
Camp is sneaking up fast, and we need your superhero skills! Whether it's
whipping up lunch, serving it with flair, tidying up crumbs, prepping snacks,
handling registration, or being the check-in/check-out guru, we've got a
spot for you!

We also need hosts for three awesome Counselors from FLBC needing a
cozy place to crash. Can't commit for the whole week? No worries, we're as
flexible as a yoga instructor!

Reach out to Tami Grosenick at the Bethel Office to share your availability
and where you'd love to pitch in. Plus, starting in July, we'll have a list for
those eager to dish out some deliciousness to our Counselors, Jr. Counselors,

volunteers, and snack-loving campers.
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FOR YOUTH

Spreading the good news

John 17:20-26 [15:5]

Jesus expected the disciples to carry on the work
that he had begun. Jesus wanted the world to
know that he was God’s Son. Jesus prayed that the
disciples would work together to spread this good
news. One example Jesus had used before 10 help
the disciples understand their job was this one:

“l am the vine, you are the branches” (John 15:5).

e, s

J Easter words ACROSS

Ask someone 3. Mumber of days in the season of Easter.

to help you 4, A symbol of Jesus’ new life.
6. Jesus all people.

complete @

this puzzle. DOWN ﬁ%
I. God’s Son N
2. The church color for Easter

I 2 3. Jesus died on the cross to _____ our sins.

5. Jesus loves !

3

N7,
Sign

& -

We are the branches

Like the disciples, we are branches
on Jesus' vine. Jesus wants us all to

be one. We sing and pray in wor-
ship together. We share the meal
of Holy Communion together. We
baptize people and welcome them
into God’s family together.

Jesus wants us to share the good
news of God’ love with others.
Inside the Jesus vine, write or
draw “good news” messages like
“Love one another.” Write the
name of someone you know on
each bunch of grapes. Share your
messages with these people.

§1<

\

A

N

/
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You are one of Jesus’
followers. Inside each

cloud, write one wn‘

you follow Jesus.

<D
LD

LD
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CHURCH CALENDAR

This Week

Monday 6/2
e Joe Baumgardner Celebration of
Life 3:30 pm reception in the
Fellowship Hall to follow.
Tuesday 6/3
e Electric City Bible Study, Zoom
meeting 7:.00 am
e Men’s Breakfast on hold for the
summer.
Wednesday 6/4
e Summer Evening Worship on the

Next Week

Sunday 6/8
e Worship in person and online 9:30 am
e World Hunger Sunday
e Worship Planning Committee meeting
Tuesday 6/10
e Electric City Bible Study, Zoom
meeting 7:00 am
Wednesday 6/11
e Summer Evening Worship on the patio
at Bethel 7:00 pm

patio at Bethel 7:00 pm
Friday 6/6
e Bethel office is closed.
e Aitz Chaim Friday Shabbat service
6:00 pm

Friday 6/13
e Bethel office is closed.

Fellowship Ministries

Electric City Bible Study—online

What a great way to connect with one another!
Join our bible study via Zoom, Tuesday mornings
at 7.00 am. Contact Laurie Turner at
lolli5Tgus@icloud.com for a link to join the
meeting.

June 2nd, 2025 6:00 to 8:00 pm
New Hope Lutheran Church
3125 5th Avenue South
Great Falls MT 59405
Questions? Y06-799-0100

Men’s Breakfast - On Hold until September
Join us for a fun and engaging conversation, and
insightful discussion of each week's lectionary
texts as we meet in the Fellowship Hall Tuesday
mornings at 7:00 am. Contact Dave Scholten at
dscholtenll18@gmail.com for more information.

Hope Circle—in person

This group meets once a month usually on
Tuesday or Thursday afternoons. Bible study and
fellowship are celebrated with this group of ladies.
Contact Terry Korpela to be on the group email for
meetings and prayer requests
terry.korpela@gmail.com.

Next Meeting June TBD

CONTACT PASTOR DAWN

(406) 761-1543 ext. 202
bethelgf.pastor@gmail.com
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